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Nearly two dozen trustees will soon
begin the academic year as the newest
board members of Ohio’s public uni-
versities at the same time a sweeping
new higher education law strength-
ened university trustees’ roles at their
institutions.

Each of Ohio’s 14 public universities
and 23 community colleges has its
own boards of trustees.

Trustees are appointed by the gov-
ernor and charged by the state legisla-
ture with the responsibility of govern-
ing their respective school, from set-
ting tuition prices to hiring new presi-
dents. Each school has between nine
and 15 trustees, all of whom are un-
paid.

Gov. Mike DeWine’s offi�ce an-
nounced 21 new trustee appointments
this summer, most of whom were an-
nounced on the same day that Senate
Bill 1 offi�cially went into eff�ect.

What changes does Senate Bill 1
make to university trustees?

SB 1, formally known as the Ad-
vance Ohio Higher Education Act, is a
massive overhaul of the state’s higher
education ecosystem. The new law,
among other things, bans diversity,
equity and inclusion (DEI) programs
on campus, bans faculty strikes, limits
the power of tenure among university
educators and prevents higher educa-
tion institutions from taking positions
on “controversial beliefs or policies.”

It also gives trustees signifi�cantly
more control over certain university
operations.

Trustees are now taskedwith creat-
ing new university policies, like pro-
hibiting campus offi�ces related to DEI
and requiring that courses “demon-
strate intellectual diversity”before ap-
proval.

Trustees will be responsible for
eliminating low-enrollment academic
programs, as well as adopting an

Gov. Mike DeWine stands at a podium
to address Ohio workforce needs
along with Lt. Gov. Jon Husted and
Ohio Business Roundtable President
and CEO Pat Tiberi, right, in June
2023. DeWine recently appointed
Tiberi to join Ohio State University’s
Board of Trustees.
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SB 1 boosts
the power
of college
trustees
Gov. DeWine named 21
appointments recently
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Some residents of Columbus’ Frank-
linton neighborhood, who live or work
near a chemical manufacturing plant
that was the site of a gaseous chemical
leak, expressed uneasiness about the
incident, while others said they were
unfazed or unaware of it.

A portion of Franklinton was placed
under a shelter-in-place order on the
afternoon of July 14 after a chemical
leak from the GFS Chemicals building

at 777 River St. Neighboring residents
called Columbus police to report the
plume of yellow smoke and a foul odor
in the air. At around 2:20 p.m., Colum-
bus fi�refi�ghters arrived to assess the
spread of the fumes while Columbus
police shut down streets in the area.

Columbus Division of Fire Battalion
Chief Jeff�rey Geitter said the yellow
smoke was the result of GFS workers
trying to neutralize an acidic solution—
a normal process for the company —
when something happened and it be-
came a corrosive gas.

Geitter said early on July 15 that fi�re
investigators didnot knowwhat kindof
gas had leaked out of the facility into

From unfazed to uneasiness, neighbors
react to leak at the Franklinton plant
Some weren’t surprised:
‘It’s happened before’
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GFS Chemicals at 851McKinley Ave. in
the city’s Franklinton neighborhood. A
chemical leak from the facility
prompted a shelter in- place-order for
a portion of Franklinton and other
nearby areas. SHAHID MEIGHAN/ COLUMBUS

DISPATCHSee NEIGHBORS, Page 4A

AColumbus chemical manufacturer behind the release of a toxic gas cloud onMonday, July 14, that

led to a shelter-in-place order for people in Franklinton has a prior history of environmental vio-

lations, a Dispatch review shows. h GFS Chemicals, whose company offi�ces are located at 851Mc-

KinleyAve.,has received10noticesofviolation fromtheOhioEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyover

the past decade, each listing multiple Ohio Administrative Code or Ohio Revised Code violations

found during routine compliance inspections, according to the Ohio EPA’s eDocument Search.

Firefi�ghters and police responded July 14 to a GFS
Chemicalsmanufacturing building at 777 River St. next
to Franklinton Cemetery after receiving reports of an
odor across the area.

Columbus Division of Fire Battalion Chief Jeff�rey
Geitter said 911callerswere reporting a “foreign odor” in
thearea. Firefi�ghters, includinghazmat, respondedand

got to the scene about 2:20 p.m., he said.
“We responded and found a yellowish cloud,”Geitter

said. “That cloud has dissipated over time. Since we’ve
been here, there hasn’t been any further (release).”

GFS, whose company offi�ces are at 851 McKinley

Toxic gas cloud leads
to shelter-in-place order

Columbus Fire cordons off an area around Souder Avenue and River Street in Franklinton due to a chemical leak in the
area on July 14. ADAM CAIRNS/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Chemical manufacturer has past Ohio EPA violations
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