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WANTED:
VINYL RECORDS

Classic Rock, Jazz, R&B, Soul
CASH PAID
FOR LP’S AND 45’STop Dollar for

Quality Collec
tions

(330) 349-2533
*Not buying Easy Listening or Big Band email: dbitonte@gmail.com

LIMITED TIME OFFER

FREE INSPECTION

$500 OFF*
FOUNDATION REPAIR CRAWL SPACE REPAIR

CONCRETE LIFTINGBASEMENT WATERPROOFING

330-237-7275
*Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented at time of inspection.
Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer. Ask inspector for further details.
Promo valid through . For state licenses visit Groundworks.com/licensing03/31/2026

Shipley Child Health
Clinic celebrates 55 years
COMMUNITY, 4A

The war in the Middle East has trig-
gered a nightmare scenario for the glob-

al energy system, slashing somuch sup-
ply that consumers around the world
must both pay up big and lower con-
sumption.
The effective closure of the Strait of

Hormuz, a narrow channel along the
Iranian coast, has stopped the passage
of 20% of the world’s oil and liquefied
natural gas since the United States and
Israel began air strikes on Iran on

Feb. 28.
Meanwhile, ongoing strikes by Iran

and Israel have targetedMiddleEast en-
ergy infrastructure, doing damage to
gas fields, oil refineries and terminals
that industry representatives say will
take years to repair.
All of that adds up to what the

War’s impact forces world to pay up
Rising prices could
reduce consumption,
threaten food supply
Alex Lawler and Arathy Somasekhar
REUTERS

The war in the Middle East has caused
gas prices to surge across the U.S.
ALYSSA POINTER/REUTERS See WAR, Page 3A

George Howley was never one to stay quiet when his
family needed him.
The first time he and his parents were in the inten-

sive care unit due to George’s rare geneticmitochondri-
al disorder, his temperature was bottoming out, and he
was showing signs of an infection.
As his parents panicked and prodded the doctor, try-

ing tofigure outwhat todo,George,withhis bighair and
even bigger smile, shut the whole room down with one

loud, happy yell.
“WAA-OOO!” he shouted, and at once, everyone in

the room— the doctors, nurses and his parents— burst
into laughter.
“He took this seriousmoment, and through his joy, it

was like, ‘It’s OK, Dad, it’s going to be OK,’” said Kevin
Howley, his father.
George was never able to walk or talk, and he was

completely tube-fed. He dealt with seizures, cerebral
palsy, lowmuscle tone andmicrocephaly, a birth defect

‘Carrying his light
and joy forward’

Staci Howley holding her son, George Howley. PHOTO PROVIDED BY STACI AND KEVIN HOWLEY

Parents who lost son start nonprofit to spread kindness
Lauren Cohen
Akron Beacon Journal/Signal Akron | USA TODAY NETWORK

See PARENTS, Page 6A

Mark Greer has taken on a new sen-
ior management role at the Develop-
ment Finance Authority of Summit
County: chief development and en-
gagement officer.
Greer has joined DFA to head up de-

velopment, engage community mem-
bers and stakeholders
and build relationships
with partners and poli-
cymakers across the
state and region, ac-
cording to a news re-
lease from DFA.
He joined the posi-

tionMarch11, DFAPresi-
dent Rachel Bridenstine said via email.
Greer most recently served as exec-

utive director of Akron 200. Before
that, he was small business manager
andGreat Streets administrator for the
city of Akron.
Hewas in afield of sevenDemocratic

candidates in the May 2023 primary
election for Akron mayor, which Sham-
mas Malik won. Malik was the pre-
sumptive nominee for mayor until he
wasofficiallyelected inNovember2023.
Greer has more than 10 years work-

ing in community and economic devel-
opment and worked as an educator for
10 years.
“This is a new senior management

position that will be integral to our sus-
tainability and growth, and we are
thrilled tohaveMark joinusaswe foster
broader engagement to further advance
our service to our community,” Briden-
stine said in a prepared statement.

PatrickWilliams covers growth and
development for the Akron Beacon
Journal. He can be reached by email at
pwilliams@gannett.com or on X
@pwilliamsOH. Sign up for the Beacon
Journal’s business and consumer
newsletter, “What’s The Deal?”

DFA hires
Mark Greer
for 2 leading
agency roles
Patrick Williams
Akron Beacon Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK
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