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The Bath YMCA will hold a grand
openingcelebrationSept.1at theformer
DanaLyonSchool building.
Tyler Capel-Duquette, Bath YMCA

branch coordinator, said the grand
opening will be held at 5:30 p.m. at the
208LibertySt. location.TheBathYMCA
hada soft openingonJuly 31.
“TheBathYMCA is anabsolute asset

to the community,” Capel-Duquette
said.“Wenotonlyofferservicestoassist
families, but we also will have a lot of
community involvement.”
Capel-Duquette said there is already

agreatamountofpopularityfortheBath
YMCA, which offers a full range of fit-
nessandwellnessequipmenttosupport
its mission of youth development,
healthy living, and social responsibility.
“We’vealreadyhadafewpeoplefrom

the Corning YMCA that live in the Bath
area saying how happy they are to have
the newYMCAsomuch closer towhere
they live,”Capel-Duquette said.
The Bath YMCA is currently open 7

a.m.to7p.m.Monday-Friday,7a.m. to3
p.m.Saturdayand10a.m. to3p.m.Sun-
day. InSeptember,MondaythroughFri-
dayhourswill be 6 a.m. to 9p.m.
BathVillageMayorMikeSweetcalled

the newly opened Bath YMCA a great
addition to the area.
“It’s great that theYMCAhas its own

permanent space in Bath,” Sweet said.
“It’s just a great thing for the communi-
ty.”
The Tri-County YMCA of New York,

which runs the Bath YMCA, also offers
programs at the Bath Central School
District.
Kristoph Kocan, CEO of the Tri-

County YMCA of New York, said the
YMCA has held after-school programs
at the Bath Central School District for a
couple years and is encouraged by the
response.
TheTri-CountyYMCAstartedasimi-

lar process to create and expand activ-
ities inDansville in 2020.
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Brady Ryan, of Van Etten, has only
been a member of Sullivan’s Sharp
Shooters — a Chemung County-based
youth competition shooting team — for
about two years, but he feels the experi-
ence has not only made him a better
competitor, but helped him mature as a
person.
Sullivan’s Sharp Shooters, based at

the Chemung County Rod & Gun Club
nearBreesport, is part of theYouthHunt-
er Education Challenge (YHEC) program
createdby theNationalRifleAssociation.
Bradywasamongfive teammembers,

along with adult leaders and parents,
who traveled to Bentonville, Arkansas in
July for the YHEC national champion-
ship, andhesaid itwasanamazingexpe-
rience.
“It was just really exciting to go out

andmake new friends and do well,” said
Brady, 14. “A couple of years ago, friends
started talking about (Sullivan’s Sharp
Shooters). It’s more than just shooting.
It’s an opportunity for people to grow
and learn new things.”

Learning about hunting,
shooting and much more

TheNRA established the YouthHunt-
erEducationChallenge in1985 toprovide

a funenvironment forkids18andunder
to improve their hunting, marksman-
ship and safety skills.
Participants learn skills and com-

pete in eight disciplines— the shooting
sports, including .22-caliber rifle, shot-
gun, muzzleloader and archery, along
with hunter responsibility, hunter safe-
ty trail, orienteering andwildlife identi-
fication.
YHEC teams take part in regional

and national competitions. For years,
the national championship was hosted
in alternating years between Mans-
field, Pennsylvania and Raton, New
Mexico.

See SHOOTERS, Page 3A

Kenny Kailbourne, foreground, of Sullivan’s Sharp Shooters, draws back his bow during an archery competition at the
recent NRA Youth Hunter Education Challenge national championship. PROVIDED BY WANDA KAILBOURNE

Teen competitive shooters
on target at national event
Jeff Murray
Elmira Star-Gazette
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GlassFest, which has been held on
Memorial Day weekend for the past 16
years,willmove to June in 2027 tomake
room for the LPGA’s return to Corning.
The Classic, presented by Corning

Inc., will return to the Corning Country
Club, at 2501 Country Club Drive, over
Memorial Day weekend.
“The return of the LPGA Tour is an

extraordinary opportunity for Corning,
andwecouldnotbemoreexcited towel-
come The Classic back to our communi-
ty,” said Catherine Price, executive di-
rector of Corning’s Gaffer District. “This

tournament is an important part of Cor-
ning’s history, and its return gives us
another opportunity to show visitors
what makes Corning so incredible.”
Price said the return of women’s pro-

fessional golf to Corning is an exciting
opportunity for the entire community to
welcome LPGA players, families, fans,
and visitors back to Corning.
GlassFest,whichwill be held June18-

20, is one of Corning’s signature cele-
brations of the city’s glassmaking heri-
tage and music scene, Price said. The
three-day festival brings downtown
Corning to life with glass demonstra-
tions, livemusic, artists, and experienc-
es that celebrate the creativity andcom-
munity spirit that make Corning
unique.

Corning’s GlassFest moving dates

See GLASSFEST, Page 2A

LPGA returning
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GlassFest, which has been held on Memorial Day weekend for the past 16 years,
will be held on a new date in 2027. PROVIDED BY CORNING’S GAFFER DISTRICT


