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Hard to see progress after
USMNT makes same old exit
SPORTS, 1B

John French Spencer was known to
many as the owner of Spencer’s Restau-
rant, a popular former Corning eatery.
He was also a decorated Vietnam veter-
an whowas honored for his courage un-

derfire, but tohis familyand friends, he
was known simply as a good man.
Spencer, 81, died June 26, 2026, at

Bampa’s House in Corning with his
family at his side.
“My dad is the nicest person that I

have ever known,” said Kenzie Spauld-
ing, his daughter and current Corning
Police Chief. “His familymeantmore to

him thananything, but he also believed
in being generous to everyone he knew
and to give back to the community.
People were better just having known
him. He loved and supported us his
whole life, and Iwouldn’t bewhere I am
today if it weren’t for him.”

Vietnam vet was ‘a real hero’

John Spencer, a Vietnam veteran and longtime owner of Spencer’s Restaurant in Corning, died at 81 on June 26, at
Bampa’s House in Corning. PHOTO PROVIDED BY SPENCER FAMILY

Former Spencer’s Restaurant owner honored
Jeff Smith
Corning Leader

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SPENCER, Page 2A

All of the occupants in one of two
vehicles involved in a fatal crash early
Sundaymorning in Schuyler County—
including the passenger who was
killed — were from out of state.
New York State Police on Tuesday,

July 7 released the names of people in-
volved in the Town of Cayuta crash af-
ter notifying next of kin.
In themeantime, the state Attorney

General’s Office is investigating the
crash because the driver of the other
vehicle is a state parole officer.
State police identified the person

whowaskilled asPrasannaAtlur, 31, of
New Jersey. Atlur was seated in the
rear of the vehicle at the time of the
crash and was later pronounced dead
at Robert Packer Hospital in Sayre.

Victim
in fatal
Schuyler
County
crash IDed
Jeff Murray
Elmira Star-Gazette
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See VICTIM, Page 3A

The state Department of Trans-
portation is giving motorists in the
Corning area a heads up about an
upcoming road project that will have
an impact on travel this summer.
State Route 352 in the hamlet of

East Corning will be reduced to a sin-
gle lane in both directions between
the Gibson Bridge and Guthrie Cor-
ning Hospital, from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
daily, starting Wednesday, July 16,
the Department of Transportation
said.
The lane restriction will be put

into place to accommodate a pave-
ment project, and the work is

Road project
to impact
state Route
352 in East
Corning
Jeff Murray
Corning Leader
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See LANES, Page 3A

FREE
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EVALUATION*

Get a

(607) 385-0120
Call To Schedule Today!

CODE: OZ674178*Hearing test is always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only, not a medical exam.

Offer valid on entry level, MESELECT™ battery model only, at participating Miracle–
Ear® locations. MESELECT™ comes with a 1-year limited warranty. Limit one coupon
per patient at promotional price during event dates only. Not valid with other offers or

discounts. See store for details. Expires .
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HEARING AIDS

ENJOY THE
SOUNDS OFSummer! Hear What You’ve Been Missing.

From backyard laughter and sizzling grills to music drifting
through the warm evening air, clear hearing lets you
experience summer the way it’s meant to sound!
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7/15/2026

Mike Brenning will serve as Interim
CorningTownSupervisorafterJenniffer
Tuttle resigned from the position, ac-

cording to townofficials.
Tuttle, formerly known as Jenniffer

Mullen,pleadedguilty inSteubenCoun-
tyCourtonJune30toonecountofoffer-
ing a false instrument for filing, a felony.
She resigned as Corning Town Supervi-
sor following the guilty plea.
Steuben County District Attorney

Brooks Baker said if Tuttle pays $1,008

Mike Brenning takes over
as interim supervisor
Jenniffer Tuttle resigned
following a guilty plea

Jeff Smith
Corning Leader
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“I believe that I will serve one
year as Town Supervisor, and
it will be on the ballot in
November for a one-year
term. I just want to do what’s
best for the town.”

Mike BrenningSee BRENNING, Page 3A


