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Pope Leo’s document called on the world’s 1.4 billion Catholics and society at large to engage with Al fearlessly, critically

and creatively. PHOTOS BY YARA NARDI/REUTERS

POPE’S ENCYCLICAL
ON AI WINS PRAISE

Pontiff says technology
must benefit humanity

Marc Ramirez
USA TODAY

What are humans worth when the work and

thoughts they produce threaten to be replicated
by technological algorithms? And what is artifi-
cial intelligence worth if in the end it does not
benefit humanity?

With his first major document as head of the
Catholic Church, Pope Leo XIV has produced a
“tremendously significant” and ultimately hope-
ful treatise addressing the moral questions
posed by AI while stressing the need to put hu-
mans first as the rapidly developing technology
progresses, church observers said.

The eagerly awalted encycllcal from the first
U.S.-born pope, titled “Magnifica Humanitas”
(Magnificent Humanity), pressed for strict
regulation of Al systems to halt the spread of
misinformation, conflict and war.

See POPE, Page 4A

Harper’s
Corner
ready to
reopen

Blighted downtown area
now housing and retail

Steve Howe
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
USA TODAY NETWORK

The revamp of Harper’s Corner is
complete and ready for its grand open-
ing after $12.8 million and years of
work.

The mixed-use development spans
four buildings at the corner of Main
Street and Clinton Avenue in down-
town Rochester, providing 11 apart-
ments and four commercial spaces in
the formerly distressed buildings. The
apartments are all occupied and three
of the ground floor commercial spaces
are leased out, according to Erik
Frisch, commissioner of Neighbor-
hood and Business Development for
the City of Rochester.

“Harper’s Corner is turning a blight-
ed intersection into a vibrant mixed-
use destination that will create new
opportunities for residents, entrepre-
neurs and small businesses in down-
town Rochester,” said Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul in a statement. “By restoring
these long-vacant historic buildings
and creating affordable housing and
commercial space, this project is help-
ing strengthen Rochester’s urban core
while preserving the architectural
character that makes the city unique.”

The apartments are designed for
middle-income households, those
earning 80% of the area median in-
come.

The apartments include five one-
bedroom units, five one-bedroom
units with an office and one two-bed-
room apartment. The rent on those
units ranges from $1,125 to $1,350,
based on information from the Home
Leasing website.

See DEVELOPMENT, Page 4A

Henrietta medical office closes temporarily after fire

Victoria E. Freile
New York Connect Team
USA TODAY NETWORK

A medical office in Henrietta is tem-
porarily closed after a fire at the location.
Emergency responders were sent to
the medical facility on Red Creek Drive
around 8:30 a.m. May 30, when multiple
smoke detectors and a water flow alarm

were activated, according to the Henri-
etta Fire District.

Firefighters arrived at the scene to
find that the two-story building was be-
ing evacuated and smoke was visible
within the building. Firefighters quickly
located a fire on the first floor of the
building that was “being held in check”
by the building’s automatic sprinkler
system, firefighters said.

No injuries were reported.

“This incident serves as another re-
minder of the critical role automatic
sprinkler systems play in protecting
lives and property,” Henrietta Fire Dis-
trict officials said in a news release.

Further details of the fire were not re-
leased.

According to the office’s website, Red
Creek Cardiology, 600 Red Creek Drive,

is temporarily closed. The cardiology
practice is part Highland Hospital and
the University of Rochester.

Appointments are being rescheduled
to other locations. Anyone with an ap-
pointment who was not already contact-
ed is asked to call (585) 341-6780.

Red Creek Drive is located south of
Calkins Road in Henrietta, just east of
Interstate 390 and Middle Road.
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