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Several thousand students, faculty, and community members attended a rally at Cornell University in Ithaca, Oct. 5. The
protestors gathered to demand change from Cornell’s administration after the handling of the Jane Doe sexual abuse
allegations. PHOTOS BY SETH HARRISON/THE JOURNAL NEWS VIA USA TODAY NETWORK

Thousands rally at Cornell as Jane Doe case fuels calls for change

Jillian McCarthy
Ithaca Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

Just weeks after a former Cornell
University student known anonymous-
ly as Jane Doe filed alawsuit against the
university and seven former fraternity
members, the student community ral-
lied together to call for administrative
change.

On Oct. 5, Cornell University’s cam-
pus appeared as it does on any other fall
day — a cold wind, sunny sky, orange
and yellow leaves drifting to the ground
and students roaming the grounds
heading to their next class.

By 4:30 p.m., the energy shifted.

Agroupgathered — students, faculty,
Ithaca residents and concerned people
from across the state — and steadily
grew at the heart of the I[vy League cam-

pus. They came to demand accountabil-

ity, to call for the resignations of Cornell

University administrators and todeliver

amessage that could be heard for miles.
Justice for Jane Doe.

Cornell sexual assault
allegations revisited

In the fall of 2024, a 20-year-old
woman arrived at the front door of Cor-
nell fraternity Chi Phi in Ithaca, New
York. Nearly two years later, the night of
Oct.19,2024,is at the center of a contro-
versy including a civil lawsuit, a re-
opened criminal investigation and calls
for accountability on Cornell’s campus.

In her lawsuit, the former student
and sorority sister alleges she was gang-
raped by members of Cornell’s Chi Phi

See CORNELL, Page 3A

An Israeli woman pays her respects at
a memorial to the victims of the 2023
Hamas attack at the Nova festival
site in Reim, Israel, on Oct. 6.

ILIA YEFIMOVICH/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

One year
on, Trump’s
Gaza plan
has stalled

REUTERS

JERUSALEM - President Donald
Trump’s year-old plan to end the Gaza
war has stalled, with Israel mounting
near-daily attacks and occupying
around two-thirds of the shattered
enclave where Palestinians face dire
conditions.

The initial phase resulted in a cea-
sefire on Oct. 10, 2025, and secured
the release of the last remaining hos-
tages seized in Hamas’ 2023 attacks
on Israel, along with freedom for hun-
dreds of Palestinian prisoners and de-
tainees held by Israel.

But other goals, including disarm-
ing Hamas, securing Israeli withdraw-
al and rebuilding Gaza, appear far
from reach.

What was in the plan?

The first phase of Trump’s 20-
point plan included a suspension of
all military operations, Israeli with-
drawal from part of the enclave, hos-
tage and prisoner releases and a surge
in aid.

Later phases foresaw Hamas dis-
arming and new governance by a Pal-
estinian body overseen by the Trump-
led Board of Peace. Israel would grad-
ually withdraw, handing territory to a
temporary International Stabilization

See GAZA, Page 2A

Poll finds most Americans back ‘Medicare for all’ plan

Amina Niasse
REUTERS

NEW YORK - Most Americans now
favor government-paid health insur-
ance for all, according to a new poll, as
voters across party lines see major
health care reforms as a priority less
than a month before midterm elections

to decide control of Congress.
Two-thirds of U.S. adults — up from
53% in 2020 - said they are in favor of
universal U.S. health insurance often
referred to as “Medicare for all,” accord-
ing to a poll conducted by health policy
research firm KFF released on Oct. 6.
When told such a single-payer model
would eliminate private insurance

plans, that overall support dropped to
52% - still well ahead of the 37% favor-
ability seen in the 2020 survey.

Medicare is the U.S. government pro-
gram that provides health coverage to
about 70 million people aged 65 and old-
er or with disabilities.

Lawmakers, including U.S. Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders, I-Vermont, have suggested
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expanding Medicare to ensure health
coverage that currently relies heavily on
employers. Most developed countries
have a single-payer system.

The poll also found broad bipartisan
support for a complete redesign of the
U.S. health care system at a time of

See MEDICARE, Page 2A
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