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Another corrections officer has
pleaded guilty in the Messiah Nantwi
caseandanother is in talkswith thespe-
cial prosecutor’s office.
Nantwi, an inmate at Mid-State Cor-

rectional Facility, was brutally beaten to
death on March 1 by a Correction Emer-
gencyResponseTeamto thepointofun-
responsiveness and beaten twice more,
with his hands cuffed behind his back.
After the fact, the grand jury alleges cor-
rections officers met together to plant
evidence and submit false testimony.
David Ferrone was before Judge Mi-

chael Nolan on Oct. 1 and had been
charged with second-degree man-
slaughter, two counts of fifth-degree

conspiracy, first-degree offering a false
instrument for filing, and tampering
with physical evidence.
He pleaded guilty to tampering with

physical evidenceandwill servea three-
year conditional discharge, provided he
cooperates with the prosecution in the
upcoming trial.
Standing before Judge Michael No-

lan, Ferrone admitted that on March 1,
Ferrone had planted aweapon inMessi-
ah Nantwi’s room that had not been
therewiththeintenttoswayofficialfind-
ingsfromtheDepartmentofCorrections
andCommunitySupervisionoralawen-
forcement agency that the use of force
was justified.
Ferrone is the fifth corrections officer

to plead guilty in the Nantwi case. The
four others are Nicholas Vitale, Joshua
Bartlett,NathanPalmer,andDanielBur-

ger.

In talkswithprosecutor’s office

Francis Chandler had been charged
with second-degree murder, first-de-
gree manslaughter, first-degree gang
assault, second-degree gang assault,
fifth-degree conspiracy, and first-de-
gree offering a false instrument for file.
Nolan said hewas aware that Chan-

dler and his attorney had been in com-
munication with Special Prosecutor
WilliamFitzpatrick about a “...possible
resolution.”
AmeetingwithFitzpatrick’soffice is

scheduled sometime between Oct. 1
andOct. 3, promptingNolan toadjourn
the case until Oct. 16, where either oral
arguments or an acceptance of a plea
dealwill be presented before the court.

David Ferrone stands before Judge Michael Nolan on June 12. CASEY PRITCHARD/UTICA OBSERVER DISPATCH

A 59-year-old Utica man was killed
Sept. 30 inanautomobilecrash inNew-
port, according to New York State Po-
lice.
New York State Police responded

just after 9:15 p.m. to a 2-car crashwith
injuries involved on Butler Road in
Newport, Herkimer County.
A preliminary investigation deter-

mined that JordanF.Doxtader, 32, from
Newport, was driving a 2011 Chevrolet
Silverado eastbound on Butler Road
when he lost control of his vehicle
around a sharp curve. Doxtader’s vehi-
cle crossed into the westbound land
and collided head-on with a 2024 Ford
Transit Connect being driven by Rod-
ney K. Dodge.
Dodge was pronounced dead at the

scene, troopers said.
One passenger in the Ford, Dale R.

Dodge, 27, also of Utica, was transport-
ed to Wynn Hospital in downtown Ut-
ica for treatment of non-life-threaten-
ing injuries.
Doxtader,whowasalone inhis vehi-

cle, was airlifted by Mercy Flight Heli-
copter to Upstate University Hospital
inSyracuse, buthis injuriesweredeter-
minednot to be life-threatening, troop-
ers said.
New York State Police were assisted

at thesceneof theaccidentby theNew-
port Fire Department, Mercy Flight,
and Kuyahoora Valley Ambulance.
The investigation into the crash re-

mains ongoing.
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Wastewater COVID-19 levels are cur-
rently highest across the Northeast, in-
cluding in New York, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion’s latest data.
The CDC’s most recent wastewater

data, for the week ending Sept. 25,
shows the Empire State had “high” lev-
els ofCOVID-19viral activity,whichmay
indicate a rise of infection inanarea, the
agency says.
Of the 61 sites throughout the state

reporting their wastewater COVID-19
levels for the week ending Sept. 25,
“very high” levels were found at sites in
the following 14 counties: Bronx, Clin-
ton, Columbia, Dutchess, Erie, Kings,
Monroe, Oneida, Onondaga, Queens,
Rockland, Seneca, St. Lawrence and
Westchester.
“High” levelswere reported at sites in

these seven counties: Jefferson, Kings,
Nassau, Onondaga, Richmond, St. Law-
rence and Westchester.

The Empire State’s “high”wastewa-
ter COVID-19 level currently exceeds
the national level of “moderate,” ac-
cording to the CDC.
The CDC is also continuing to track

COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and
deaths on a weekly basis. Through the
week ending Sept. 20, 7.9% of Amer-
icans tested positive for COVID-19,
0.8% of all U.S. deaths were attributed
to COVID-19 and 1% of emergency
room visits were COVID-19 related.
These numbers are either lower than
or unchanged from the previousweek.

What’s the most common
COVID-19 variant currently?

According to the latest data projec-
tion for the fourweeks endingSept. 27,
variant XFG, also known as “Stratus,”
was the most common — accounting
for 85% of cases.
“Stratus” was followed by NB.1.8.1,

which accounted for 7% of cases, and
LP.8.1 and NW.1, both at 3%.
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Two passengers aboard the bus
that crashed in Pembroke last month,
killing five people, filed a lawsuit
against both the driver and the tour
bus company.
In a lawsuit filed in Queens County

on Sept. 12, Mohammed Rahman and
Zakir Hossain are claiming M&Y Tour,
Inc. was negligent in the hiring, train-
ing, supervision and retention of driv-
er Bin Shao and that they sustained
“severe and permanent injuries” as a
result of the incident.
Here’s what to know.

What happened?

Just after 12:20 p.m. on Interstate
90 in Pembroke, Genesee County, an
eastbound 61-passenger 2005 Van
Hool motorcoach traveled onto the
right shoulder, then across both east-
bound lanes and into the grassymedi-
an before reentering the eastbound

travel lanes, according to a preliminary
report released by the National Trans-
portation Safety Board on Sept. 16.
The bus “yawed counterclockwise

and rolled onto its right side” before it
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5 people were killed and 48 passengers
and the driver were injured after a tour
bus rolled over while heading east on
the New York Thruway in Pembroke,
Genesee County, on Aug. 22.
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