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A Prospect man was arrested and
charged after allegedly pointing a gun
at anotherdriverwhohad twochildren
in the car, according to a statement
from the Utica Police Department.
At around1:05 p.m. on April 7, Utica

police were dispatched to the area
near Albany Street and Kossuth Ave-
nue in Utica regarding a menacing in-
vestigation inwhich the driver of a ve-
hicle pointed a long gun at another
driver who had two small children in
the vehicle with them.
It was further relayed that the vic-

tim had last witnessed the suspect ve-
hicle near the intersection of Mary
Street and Tilden Avenue. An officer
arrived in the area and located the ve-
hicle occupied, parked on the side of
the road.
As they approached, police say they

ordered the man from the vehicle and
immediately detained him.
When approaching the vehicle, po-

lice were able to see an AR style rifle in
plain in view in the front seat. The
weapon was secured and several box-
es of ammunition and magazines.
The suspect, Justin Dawes, 36 of

Prospect, was then transported to the
Utica Police Department.
At the conclusion of the investiga-

tion, Daweswas chargedwith second-
degree criminal possession of a weap-
on, third-degree criminal possession
of a weapon, criminal possession of a
firearm, second-degreemenacing, and
two counts of endangering thewelfare
of a child.

Cops arrest
man after
gun drawn
in traffic
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After a 10-day mission of venturing
deeper into space than any humans in
history, the Artemis II crew is set to re-
turn to Earth on April 10, triggering a
full-scale recovery operation that will
involve a U.S. Navy ship and four heli-
copters.
The Orion spacecraft is expected to

descend under parachutes before
splashingdownofftheCaliforniacoast
near San Diego at approximately 5:07
p.m. PT.
JasonEndsley is the lead ground in-

strumentation engineer with Amen-
tum, NASA’s advanced engineering

Artemis II
recovery
will be a
team effort
Mission set to end with
April 10 splashdown
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Several local government groups are
warning thatNewYorkproperty taxpay-
ers could face tax rate hikes or service
cuts due to pension reform proposals
beingdebatedaspart of this year’s now-
late state budget.
In a recent statement aimed at Gov.

Kathy Hochul and Legislature leader-
ship, the groups said the state budget
needs to include sufficient funding for
any public employees’ pension changes
that get approved. They urged Hochul
and lawmakers to “resist the impulse to
pass thosecostsonto localproperty tax-
payers,” citing state law intended to en-
sure state government shoulders the fi-
nancial responsibility for pension bene-
fit enhancements.
“Counties, cities, towns, and villages

already operate under severe fiscal con-
straints — the property tax cap, rising
costs for essential services, and the
growing burden of unfunded stateman-
dates,” the groups said.
“Any increase in employer pension

contribution rates resulting from Tier 6
(pension) amendments would force lo-
cal governments to make impossible
choices:cuttingessentialservices,elim-
inating positions, or seeking property
tax increases that local taxpayers can-
not afford,” they added.
The groups also asserted local gov-

ernmentswill soontakeaheftyfinancial
hit as pension fund returns previously
projected to stabilize employer contri-
butions for 2027 have been altered due
to recent stock market unpredictability.
Nearly60%of county, city, townandvil-
lage employees currently participate in
Tier 6, they noted.
It’s not the first red flag being raised

about the push for pension reform. The
Citizens Budget Commission also said
last month that changes could increase
taxes and destabilize budgets.

WhatHochul, state lawmakers say
aboutNYpension reform

Hochul and several state lawmakers
have publicly supported state public
employees’ push for lower retirement
agesandreducedpenalties for thoseun-
der the state’s Tier 6 pension system,
which has been in place since 2012.
“GovernorHochul is proud to support

NewYork’s stateandmunicipal employ-
ees and has enacted significant reforms
to enhance the retirement benefits for
Tier6members,”aspokesperson forHo-
chul’s office said. “Governor Hochul will
continue to negotiate in good faith with
the Legislature to pass a budget that
makes New York safer and more afford-
able.”
Here’sa look inside theongoingTier6

reforms fight.

Howmuch could pension reform
cost NewYork taxpayers?

Taxpayers could be facing a $1.5 bil-
lion annual price tag under a proposal
set forth by labor unions seeking Tier 6
changes, Newsday and Gothamist re-
ported.
The plan would add an additional

$242milliontothe$3.4billionthestate
already projects it will spend on pen-
sions next year. On the local level, New
York City’s pension costs would in-
crease by$328million, school districts
would have to pay $480 million more
and local governments would have to
pay $407 million, according to Gotha-
mist.
New York State Budget Director

Pension reform plan could
cost NY taxpayers billions

Shown is New York Gov. Kathy Hochul at a labor rally on March 8 in Albany connected to a push to reform New York’s
pension system. PROVIDED BY THE OFFICE OF NEW YORK GOVERNOR
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Nuns challenge NY’s
transgender care law

New York State Budget Director Blake Washington spoke with reporters inside
the New York State Capitol on April 1, as the state legislature faces another late
budget. EMILY BARNES/USA TODAY NETWORK-NEW YORK
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