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The Finger Lakes region is famous
for its stunning fall scenery and vi-
brant seasonal colors.

With autumn approaching, here are
fi�ve can’t-miss fall festivals happening
in the Finger Lakes:

Ionia Fall Fest

What: The 27th annual Ionia Fall
Fest, sponsored by the Ionia Method-
ist Church, will celebrate the hamlet’s
agricultural heritage.

When: The Ionia Fall Fest will run
all day long Sept. 20, starting at 7:30
a.m.

Where: The festival will take place
at the Ionia United Methodist Church
grounds, 2120 Elton Road, off� Route 64
and north of Route 5 and 20.

Details: Ionia Fall Fest will include
one of Western New York’s largest

5 Finger
Lakes fall
festivals
full of fun
Madison Scott
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
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T
henumberofVeteransHealthAdministrationmedical centers

reporting concerns about severe staffi�ng shortages across dif-

ferenthealthcarejobsspiked50%in2025,anewfederalreport

shows, noting many New York VA facilities struggled to fi�ll

somejobs.h Thefi�ndingscamefromtheVAOffi�ceofInspectorGeneraland

underscored widespread staffi�ng struggles among private-sector health

caresystems inNewYorkand thenation.

TheOIG report was part of an annual
surveyaimedatuncoveringoccupations
withthelargeststaffi�ngshortageswithin
eachVAmedical center. It found:

h Facilities reported a total of 4,434
severeoccupationalstaffi�ngshortagesin
2025,a50%increasefrom2024inwhich
facilities reported 2,959 total shortage
occupations.

h 94%of facilities reported severe oc-
cupationalstaffi�ngshortagesformedical
offi�cer occupations, and79%of facilities
reportedsevere shortages fornurses.

h Psychologywasthemostfrequently
reported severe clinical occupational

staffi�ng shortage and also the most fre-
quently reported Hybrid Title 38 severe
shortage occupation, with 57% of facili-
ties reporting it asa shortage.

h Policewasreportedasashortageby
58% of facilities, making it themost fre-
quently reported severe nonclinical oc-
cupational staffi�ng shortage and the
most frequently reported of all occupa-
tions.

At the same time, all 139 VA facilities
identifi�ed some form of staffi�ng short-
ages.

VA Health facilities report
staffi�ng shortage concerns

Protesters in Washington, DC, gather June 6 to speak out against federal budget cuts to the Department of Veterans
Affairs. KENT NISHIMURA/REUTERS
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“The report

simply lists

occupations

that facilities

feel are

difficult for

which to recruit

and retain, so

the results are

completely

subjective, not

standardized

and unreliable.”

Pete Kasperowicz

U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs press
secretary
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WASHINGTON – U.S. manufactur-
ing contracted for a sixth straight
month in August as factories dealt
with the fallout from the Trump ad-
ministration’s import tariff�s, with
some manufacturers describing the
current business environment as
“much worse than the Great Reces-
sion.”

The Institute for Supply Manage-
ment survey on Sept. 2 also showed
somemanufacturers complaining that
the sweeping import dutiesweremak-
ing it diffi�cult to manufacture goods in
the United States. President Donald
Trump has defended his protectionist
trade policy, which has raised the na-
tion’s average tariff� rate to the highest
in a century, as necessary to revive a
long-declining U.S. industrial base.

Manufacturing
contracts for
6th month
Lucia Mutikani
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