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VA Health facilities report
stafling shortage concerns

Protesters in Washington, DC, gather June 6 to speak out against federal budget cuts to the Department of Veterans

Affairs. KENT NISHIMURA/REUTERS
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5 Finger
Lakes fall

festivals
full of fun

Madison Scott
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Finger Lakes region is famous
for its stunning fall scenery and vi-
brant seasonal colors.

With autumn approaching, here are
five can’t-miss fall festivals happening
in the Finger Lakes:

lonia Fall Fest

What: The 27th annual Ionia Fall
Fest, sponsored by the Ionia Method-
ist Church, will celebrate the hamlet’s
agricultural heritage.

When: The Ionia Fall Fest will run
all day long Sept. 20, starting at 7:30
a.m.

Where: The festival will take place
at the Ionia United Methodist Church
grounds, 2120 Elton Road, off Route 64
and north of Route 5 and 20.

Details: Ionia Fall Fest will include
one of Western New York’s largest

See FESTIVALS, Page 2A
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facilities reported 2,959 total shortage
occupations.

e 94% of facilities reported severe oc-
cupational staffing shortages for medical
officer occupations, and 79% of facilities
reported severe shortages for nurses.

e Psychology was the most frequently
reported severe clinical occupational

cupational staffing shortage and the
most frequently reported of all occupa-
tions.

At the same time, all 139 VA facilities
identified some form of staffing short-
ages.

See VA HEALTH, Page 2A

JOIN

N

and unreliable.”

Pete Kasperowicz

U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs press
secretary

the United States. President Donald
Trump has defended his protectionist
trade policy, which has raised the na-
tion’s average tariff rate to the highest
in a century, as necessary to revive a
long-declining U.S. industrial base.

See ECONOMY, Page 2A
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