
A judge warned a lawyer 
Monday that there would 
be no second chances for a 
Canadian tourist accused of 
bird-napping and torturing 
a flamingo at a Strip resort.

“You need to admonish 
your client that if he has a 
single violation while he’s 
out on bail and electronic 
monitoring that was set by 

the judge in initial appear-
ance court, he is going to be 
remanded without bail in 
this case,” Las Vegas Justice 
of the Peace Harmony Letiz-
ia said.

Mitchell Fairbarn, 33, who 
did not appear before the 
judge, faces four counts of 
torturing, maiming or killing 
an animal kept for compan-
ionship or pleasure.

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump said 
Monday he plans to waive 
oil-related sanctions, have 
the U.S. Navy escort tank-
ers through the Strait of 
Hormuz and predicted the 
war with Iran would resolve 
“very soon.”

The president said he 
did not believe the conflict 
would be over this week but 
noted the operation was 
ahead of schedule. He vowed 
bombing “at a much, much 
harder level” if Iran disrupt-
ed oil supplies alongside his 
sanctions pledge.

“We’re looking to keep 

the oil prices down,” Trump 
said at a news conference at 
his resort in Doral, Florida. 
“They went artificially up 
because of this excursion.”

The president did not offer 
additional specifics, beyond 
acknowledging he had dis-
cussed the topic with Rus-
sian leader Vladimir Putin in 
a phone call Monday. Russia 
has faced sanctions on its oil 
revenue in an international 
bid to deprive the country 
of revenue over its war in 
Ukraine.

As a whole, Trump’s 
remarks underscored a new 
willingness by the White 
House to publicly indicate 
that it could be moving soon 
to attempt to wrap up the 
conflict.

“Together with our Israeli 
partners, we’re crushing the 
enemy in an overwhelming 
display of technical skill and 
military force,” Trump told 
Republican lawmakers earli-
er Monday.

At the news conference 
later, the president said the 
U.S. had hit 5,000 targets 
in the country, that Iran’s 
missile capability was down 
to 10 percent, and that drone 
launches from the country 
had decreased 83 percent. 
The U.S. military objectives 
could be described as “pretty 
well complete,” Trump said.

At the same time, Trump 
acknowledged unanswered 
questions that remained 
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Mark Schiefelbein  The Associated Press
President Donald Trump speaks at a news conference Monday at Trump National Doral Miami in 
Doral, Fla., as White House Special Envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkoff listens.
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Judge to alleged flamingo torturer: Obey or else
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Flu vaccine, test kit 
components found
By Bryan Horwath 
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Materials used in the 
development of diagnostic 
test kits and flu vaccines 
were among the samples 
found inside a northeast Las 
Vegas Valley home that was 
described by authorities as a 
possible biological laborato-
ry, the FBI said.

In a statement emailed on 
Friday, a spokesperson for 
the Las Vegas field office of 
the FBI offered more infor-
mation about what federal 
agents and Metropolitan 
Police Department officers 
found after they executed 
a search warrant Jan. 31 at 
a home on Sugar Springs 
Drive, near North Holly-
wood Boulevard and East 
Washington Avenue.

“Laboratory testing con-
ducted by the FBI deter-
mined the items recovered 
were primarily consistent 
with components used in 
the development of medical 
diagnostic test kits, includ-
ing materials commonly 
associated with lateral-flow 
testing,” said the statement 
from FBI spokesperson 
Sandra Breault. “Also recov-
ered were components you 
would find in the Influenza 
A & B vaccines.”

Lateral-flow tests are 
typically used for rapid 
detection of certain diseas-
es, pathogens, chemicals 
and toxins, according to the 
National Center for Biotech-
nology Information.

The components found 
in flu vaccines didn’t pose 
a threat to public health, 
Breault said.

“The FBI’s analysis also 
identified older influenza 
samples; however, full ge-
netic sequencing confirmed 
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Photos from the 
Flamingo show 
a man carrying a 
flamingo through 
a hotel hallway 
March 3. Mitchell 
Fairbarn did 
not appear at a 
hearing Monday 
to face charges 
and remains out 
on bail.
    
Las Vegas  
Justice Court


