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KYIV/WASHINGTON — U.S. President 
Donald Trump made a surprise announce-
ment of an energy ceasefire between Rus-
sia and Ukraine on Sunday that he said was 
“effective immediately,” but Ukrainian 
leader Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he was 
still waiting to see details of the deal.

There was no word from Moscow on the 
ceasefire announcement, which followed 
days of intense pressure from Trump for 
Ukraine to halt its attacks on Russian oil 
refineries. He blames those strikes for 
a rise in diesel prices that is hurting his 
Republican Party ahead of midterm elec-
tions next month.

In a dramatic deterioration in relations, 
Trump on Saturday warned Zelenskyy that 
he had “better damn well stop” attacking 
Russian refineries, and urged Ukrainians 
to replace their leader at new elections. 
Trump said Zelenskyy had missed sev-
eral opportunities to strike a deal with 
Moscow.

In a post on his Truth Social platform on 
Sunday, Trump unexpectedly announced 
that Ukraine and Russia had agreed to an 
energy ceasefire, but did not elaborate 
further.

“Effective immediately, there is an 
ENERGY CEASEFIRE in the War between 
Russia and Ukraine. Both parties have 
agreed. Do not break it!” Trump wrote.

Trump, whose war in Iran has been 
widely blamed for hiking global fuel prices, 
had previously announced an energy 
ceasefire in Ukraine in mid-September, 
although neither side ever confirmed that 
such an agreement had been reached.

A person familiar with the situation said 
the United States had threatened to cut off 

intelligence sharing with Ukraine as well 
as weapons procurement under the Prior-
itised Ukraine Requirements List system, 
as it pressed Kyiv to halt strikes on Russian 
energy sites. The U.S. threats were earlier 
reported by the Financial Times.

TRUMP CLAIMS SIDES AGREE 
TO ‘ENERGY CEASEFIRE’

UKRAINE-RUSSIA WAR

Zelenskyy said he supports notion, but is awaiting details of deal
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WASHINGTON — With members 
largely in their districts to campaign in the 
final stretch before the midterm elections, 
the House and Senate have transitioned 
to “pro forma” mode. But the rhythm of 
chambers gaveling in briefly every few days 
can mask the political undercurrents in the 
constant push and pull of power between 
Congress and the executive branch.

That dynamic was on display in July, 

when a blockbuster housing overhaul 
and a lesser-known measure expanding 
disaster relief payments to farmers qui-
etly became law without the pomp and 
circumstance sometimes seen in presi-
dential bill signings.

The two laws were enacted through 
what’s known as the “10-day rule.” The 
Constitution says that bills become law 
after 10 days, excluding Sundays, with-
out a presidential signature — as long 
as Congress has not adjourned. Pro for-
mas, brief meetings of the House or Sen-
ate during which business is not usually 
conducted, allow the chambers to stay in 
session.

Pro forma sessions a way for 
Congress to get around Trump
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President Donald Trump, center, alongside, from left, Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, Sen. Rick Scott, 
R-Fla., Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., and Senate Majority Leader John Thune, R-S.D., speaks to 
the press after a meeting with Senate Republicans at the Capitol in Washington on June 24.
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Surveillance footage shows vehicles parked on a street as debris falls during an explosion from a Russian strike in Kharkiv, Ukraine, on Sunday. Ukraine said Russia struck a joint heating and 
power plant in Kharkiv, the nation’s second-largest city, after U.S. President Donald Trump claimed in a social media post that the warring nations had agreed to an energy ceasefire.

REUTERS 

A woman stands Sunday inside her apartment in a residential building that was hit by a 
Russian drone strike in Dnipro, Ukraine.

Method allows for bills 
to become law without 
president’s signature
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