
177th year, No. 244
Publication No. 596-440Design and headlines: Olivia Abeyta, oabeyta@sfnewmexican.com Main office: 505-983-3303 Late paper: 505-986-3010 News tips: 505-986-3035

Classifieds B-7 Comics A-10 Crosswords B-7, B-10 Local & Region A-6 Lotteries A-2 Opinion A-9 Sports B-1 Time Out B-10 Business B-4Index

By Nicholas Gilmore
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Three of the five sets of speed
cameras recently deployed on
Santa Fe streets were shot up
within hours of being activated
Monday, police confirmed.

Despite taking a few bullets,
all of the cameras were still
operational as of Monday
evening, Santa Fe police interim
Chief Ben Valdez said.

The vandalism of the newly
launched speed enforcement
system suggests Santa Fe drivers,
like those in many cities nation-
wide, have mixed reactions to
automated traffic enforcement
and surveillance in the city.

While some residents —
including members of the group
Stop Aggressive Driving — have
for years urged city officials to
install speed cameras to crack
down on speeding and aggressive
driving, and “noise cameras” to
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BEAR STAKES OUT FORT MARCY PARKMultiple
speed
cameras
shot on
first day
Despite damage, all
devices are operational

By Phaedra Haywood
phaywood@sfnewmexican.com

Don’t get it twisted.
A state legislator can

occasionally work as a special
prosecutor, but
“may not hold
a standing posi-
tion, however
titled, in a dis-
trict attorney’s
office,” New
Mexico Attor-
ney General
Raúl Torrez
wrote in a letter
Monday to dis-

trict attorneys around the state.
His letter came in the wake

of recent controversy that arose
after The New Mexican reported
state Rep. Andrea Romero, a
Santa Fe Democrat, had been
employed part-time at the First
Judicial District Attorney’s Office
since May. Such employment

AG says
Romero’s
DA job
must end
Torrez issues letter
clarifying rule on
lawmakers working
in prosecutor’s office

Ski Santa Fe seeks to increase snowmaking capabilities

Counties
concerned
over suit
costs from
2021 law

By Clara Bates
cbates@sfnewmexican.com

Pointing to rising insurance costs
as lawsuits mount, advocates for
New Mexico counties want the
Legislature to amend a 5-year-old
law that makes it easier to sue gov-
ernment agencies over civil rights
violations.

The insurance pool covering
most New Mexico counties says it
has paid out roughly $30 million in
settlements and legal costs under the
state Civil Rights Act since the law
went into effect in July 2021.

Counties have been raising the
alarm over the cost of insuring
themselves since the passage of the
law, which was designed to make it
easier for New Mexicans whose civil
rights are violated by public entities
to get justice.

Particularly driving up costs, said
Grace Philips, executive director of
New Mexico Counties — which runs
the self-insurance pool — have been
claims alleging civil rights violations
by law enforcement. The number of
claims involving law enforcement
has stayed steady but the cost of
each has increased. She said training
efforts that help to prevent lawsuits
in the first place could end up being
cut as budgets tighten.

Officials: Violations of
N.M.’s Civil Rights Act
leading to state spending
more cash on settlements

By Daniel J. Chacón
dchacon@sfnewmexican.com

While weather forecasters are
predicting above-average snowfall
in New Mexico this winter, Jack
Dant is doing everything he can to
make the outlook come true.

“My fingers are crossed; my toes
are crossed,” Dant, mountain man-
ager at Ski Santa Fe, said Monday.

“I’m counting all my hair as being
crossed,” he added. “I would love
to see a mega winter that helps
replenish just this dry drought that

we’ve been going through.”
Mother Nature, however, is

unpredictable, particularly amid a
warming climate, forcing Ski Santa
Fe and other ski areas to turn to
machine-made snow.

Ski Santa Fe, which ended its
2025-26 winter season two weeks
early due to dismal snowfall, is pro-
posing a snowmaking moderniza-
tion project that includes construc-
tion of a new 4.6 million-gallon
water tank at the bottom of Alpine
and Lobo ski runs and upgrading
and extending snowmaking

infrastructure up the mountain by
installing up to 4,170 feet of new
snowmaking pipe, according to a
preliminary environmental assess-
ment.

Santa Fe National Forest
announced Monday the assessment
will be open for public comment
for 30 business days.

“The purpose of the proposed
project is to modernize and expand
snowmaking infrastructure within
[Ski Santa Fe], increase water
storage capacity, improve efficiency
and reliability of snowmaking oper-
ations, and correct the double-fall
line in the Sunrise Ski Run,” a news

After dismal snowpack, resort looks to build new
water tank, upgrade production infrastructure
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Snowmaking and grooming operator Michael Linden-
baum maintains a snow gun last year at Ski Santa Fe.
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Interior Dept.
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Navajo
coal mine
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The Mine Shaft TTTavern to expand,
unveil taproommm and brewery
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Barron:
Demons,

Jags should
already worry
about playoffs
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ABOVE: A
black bear
climbs a
tree in Fort
Marcy park
on Monday.
Police and
New Mexico
Department
of Wildlife
monitored
the scene af-
ter respond-
ing to a call
reporting
that a large
black bear
was running
around the
park. LEFT:
Department
of Wildlife
person-
nel direct
onlookers
away from
the area.
See story on
Page A-6.
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Santa Fe Educational LunchDid you work at
Sandia/Los Alamos
Laboratory or a
Uranium Site?

Tuesday, September 8
11:00am – 1:00pm

Tomasitas
500 S Guadalupe St
Santa Fe, NM

Call

505-230-3862
CNSCares.com/NM Caring for New Mexico Energy Workers


