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Column: I want to
see more and less
of this against Tulsa
SPORTS, 1B

Senatorsalarmedbychaosat theCen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
grilled Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. over what
some are calling his politicization of life-
saving vaccines and his past promises
not to interfere in scientific decisions.
Kennedy, a longtime vaccine skeptic

whohaspromotedmisinformationabout
public health, recently ousted his hand-
picked CDC director, Dr. SusanMonarez,
with President Donald Trump’s backing
in a blowup that saw several top officials
quit the agency.
The health secretary said firing the

CDC director was “absolutely necessary.”
“These changes were absolutely nec-

essary adjustments to restore the agency
to its role as the world’s gold standard
public health agency with a central mis-
sion of protecting Americans from infec-
tious diseases,” he told senators at the
Sept. 4 hearing before the Senate Fi-
nance Committee.
Kennedy criticized former CDC offi-

cials for the agency’s policies during the
COVID-19 pandemic, calling them “non-
sensical” and claiming they “destroyed

small businesses” and “violated civil
liberties.”
“They did not do their job,” he said.

Kennedy accuses
Monarez of lying

Monarez said Kennedy asked her to
“pre-approve the recommendations of
a vaccine advisory panel newly filled
with people who have publicly ex-
pressed antivaccine rhetoric” in an opi-
nion article published in theWall Street
Journal on Sept. 4.

Kennedy grilled
over CDC chaos

Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. on Sept. 4 criticized former officials at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention for the agency’s policies during the COVID-19 pandemic, calling them “nonsensical.”
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Parties sharply
split on public
health approach
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The Food and Drug Administration
approved updated COVID-19 vaccines
by Moderna, Pfizer and Novavax in
late August, but with new
restrictions on who can receive them.
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Doña Ana County will have an ice
rink - at least temporarily.
The Board of County Commission-

ers approved a contract with Georgia
based Ice Days LLC to provide for the
rental, set up, training and day-to-day
operations of a portable ice rink inside
the livestockbarnat theSouthernNew
Mexico State Fairgrounds during the
holiday season. The contract is for
$290,000 plus gross receipts tax reve-
nue from the countymanager’s gener-
al fund.
“Therearenot a lot of amenities and

certainly not things to do around the
holidays so this was something that
came up very early on and I hope you
all are still supportive since we talked
about it at the State of the County ad-
dress,” County Manager Scott An-
drews said.
The rink is expected tobeopen from

late November through mid-February
withproposed events suchas a charity
toy drive, skating with Santa Claus
events and Friday night events with a
DJ and food trucks.
Thecountywill collect revenuegen-

erated from skate rentals and poten-
tially from local businesses wishing to
advertise at the venue to offset opera-
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Doña Ana County has scheduled a
series of community meetings
throughout the county regarding a
proposed “Digital Infrastructure Cam-
pus” in Santa Teresa.
Austin, Texas-based firm Border-

Plex Digital Assets promised jobs and
$5 billion in construction spending
over the next 10 years, but opponents
have raised environmental concerns
centered on thepotential impact of the
county’s water supply.
The project would be funded

through the issuance of $165 billion in
Industrial Revenue Bonds (IRB). The
moneywould finance the construction
and installation of a “hyperscale, arti-
ficial (AI) data center campus,” called
Project Jupiter by the county. At its
Aug. 26 meeting, Doña Ana County
Commissioners voted 5 to one to pub-
lish a notice of intent to issue the
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Responding to the federal govern-
ment’s shifting guidance on vaccines
and turmoil at the Centers for Disease
ControlandPrevention,healthofficials
in California, Oregon and Washington
state have formed a new West Coast
Health Alliance.
Thealliance’s goal is to “ensure resi-

dents remainprotectedby science, not
politics,” according to a joint an-
nouncement Sept. 3 from California
Gov. Gavin Newsom, Oregon Gov. Tina
KotekandWashingtonGov.BobFergu-
son.
The three Democratic governors

said the alliance will provide recom-
mendations to residentson immuniza-
tions and ensure the public gets cred-
ible information on vaccine safety and
efficacy. The governors called the part-
nership a unified response to what
theycalled theTrumpadministration’s
“destruction” of the CDC, the federal
agency responsible for vaccine guid-
ance.
“President Trump’s mass firing of

CDC doctors and scientists – and his
blatant politicization of the agency– is

3 U.S. states
form vaccine
alliance
Terry Collins
USA TODAY
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