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Atlantic City Mayor Marty Small Sr. celebrates his acquittal Dec. 18 in his child abuse trial.

From Small’s acquittal to
the debate over Wonderland,
these were the region’s
top stories of 2025

NICHOLAS HUBA | Staff Writer
romthe continued debate over the
redevelopment of Gillian’s Won-
derland in Ocean City to Atlantic
City Mayor Marty Small Sr. being
found not guilty of child abuse, these
were the stories that shaped South Jer-
sey in 2025.

Atlantic City mayor found not guilty

Atlantic City Mayor Marty Small Sr. was found not guilty Dec. 18
of abusing his 17-year-old daughter and later telling her to recant
her claims.

“Thank you, Jesus! Thank you, jury!” an emotional Small, 51,
shouted as he broke down in tears after the verdict was announced.

This was the third time Small was found innocent in a crimi-
nal case. He and five others were acquitted of voter fraud in 2011
tied to his failed bid in the 2009 Democratic mayoral primary. In
20006, ajury acquitted Small of similar charges in Bob Levy’s may-
oral campaign.

Small was first charged with endangering the welfare of a child,
terroristic threats and aggravated assault April 15,2024, just weeks
after the Atlantic County Prosecutor’s Office executed search war -
rants at his home.

He was later charged with witness tampering after prosecutors
alleged he told his daughter to “twist up” the story of how she got
hurt.

InNovember, city voters reelected Small to another term as mayor.

Please see 2025, Page A4

DCA head overseeing Atlantic City to remain

Suarez

WAVNE PARRY
Staff Writer

ATLANTIC CITY — Gov.-elect Mikie
Sherrill on Tuesday reappointed Depart -
ment of Community Affairs Commis-
sioner Jacquelyn Suirez, keeping in place
the top executive who had been oversee-
ing Atlantic City under a state takeover

Sudrez, who became community
affairs commissioner in September
2023, has overseen Atlantic City under
the Municipal Stabilization and Revi-
talization Act, commonly referred to as
the state takeover law.

It was enacted in 2016 at a time
when Atlantic City was in dire finan-

since improved, state officials say it
still needs the sort of close supervision
that resulted in it assuming much of the
city’s major decision-making power.
The previous takeover law expired
Dec. 1 without successor legislation
in place. A new takeover law has been
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that’s expected to be renewed soon. cial shape. While the city’s outlook has Please see SUAREZ, Page A2
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RAY IS THINKING ABOUT CHORD CHANGES.
WE'RE THINKING ABOUT RAY.

Ray’s not thinking about where he'll go if he ever needs expert medical care. But he's the reason we are.

Follow us online: n/PressofAC /ThePressofAC l@]/ThePressofAC

He's the reason we have the nation’s top physicians, advanced technology and groundbreaking treatments right

here in South Jersey. So, if and when Ray needs care, he knows we're ready. Rise with us at AtlantiCare.org
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