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Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and
subscriber exclusives at njherald.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper, plus
updated news and sports Extra sections.

The best options for
parking at Newark Airport
YOUR REGION, 5A

It’s dark this time of year.
Dark, in terms of daylight. Dark, per-

haps, in other ways as well.
“A timewhenwant is keenly felt, and

abundance rejoices,” as Dickens says in
“A Christmas Carol.”

Which is one reason Christmas ser-
mons and homilies, delivered from the
pulpit in the weeks leading up to Dec.

25, are joyful. We need it.
For Christians, there is the joy of the

savior’s birth, and the world’s redemp-
tion.

For all of us — regardless of religion,
or lack of it — there is the joy of good
fellowship, of feasting and family. Of
kindness, and helping the less fortu-
nate. Of peace on earth, good will to-
wardmen.Messages that may be espe-
cially relevant to Christmas, 2025.

It’s a Christmas when some of us
may be worried about money, or food.

It’s a Christmas when some of us
may be worried about the future of this
country. Or about being sent, in hand-
cuff�s, out of it.

“During tense and uncertain times
like ours, it’s helpful to remember that
God does not abandon us or keep us at
arm’s length,” says Cardinal Joseph W.
Tobin, archbishop of Newark, in this
year’s Christmas homily, which the
archdiocese shared with us.

Local church leaders are
addressing Christmas season

The Rev. Shea Maultsby of Unity of Sussex County. PROVIDED BY UNITY OF SUSSEX COUNTY
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See CHURCH, Page 2A

Concerns aboutAmtrak’s role in the
Hudson River rail tunnel construction
project, its system of tracking thou-
sands of project documents, and a
$104 million error were among the is-
sues raised inanaudit producedby the
national passenger railroad’s inspec-
tor general this month.

The 32-page reportwas the product
of an 18-month review that included
work from offi�ces in four states, visits
to construction sites, reviewing more
than 650 documents and interviewing
over 100 people involved in the $16 bil-
lion project to construct a new two-
tube tunnel under the Hudson River
and repair the existing two-track tun-
nel that is over 100 years old.

J.J. Marzullo, assistant inspector
general of audits for Amtrak’s Offi�ce of

Audit raises
concerns of
Amtrak role
in tunnel
project
Colleen Wilson
NorthJersey.com
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See TUNNEL, Page 3A

A Sussex County police offi�cer put
his ice rescue training to use in saving
a dog that fell into a frigid lake Dec. 17.

The Sparta Police Department re-
ceived a call at 11:20 a.m. from a con-
cerned citizen who reported the inci-
dent onLakeMohawk,Capt. TomSny-
der said. Offi�cers quickly arrived at the
scene near Rainbow Trail, where Pa-
trolman Michael Poon donned rescue
gear to enter the water.

Body camera footage shows Poon
attaching himself via a rope to another
offi�cer on shore before carefully craw-
ling out to the area where the dog was
stuck. After initially struggling to grab
thedog, Poonwas able to push the ani-
mal up and out onto the ice.

Cop rescues
dog that fell
through ice
into lake
Kyle Morel
Newton New Jersey Herald
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See RESCUE, Page 2A
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Additional upgrades and other financing options are available. Terms are subject to change without notice and other restrictions
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Introducing
Phonak Infinio Ultra,
the most powerful NEW
hearing aid today!

973-993-7116

Reminder: Take full advantage of your remaining 2025 health
insurance benefits before they expire on December 31.

Formerly American Hearing Centers

100 Route 46, Building B Suite B03, Mountain Lakes


