
YFCICD-00004w(K)g)N)c)a

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2026 | AN EDITION OF THE RECORD PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

$
3
.4
9

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to northjersey.com/enewspaper
or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

NJ native Matt Nagy named
Giants offensive coordinator
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Windows - Double Hung, Casement, Bow & Bay, and More · Doors
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HUGE
WINDOW
SALE

100%
FINANCING*

TRUE
LIFETIME

WARRANTY

Family Owned & Operated for over 48 years

*Qualified buyers only. Cannot be used for previous purchases or combined with any other offers. Certain restrictions may apply.

551-220-3096
Winter $75 Trade-In

Bonus Deal
Window styles AS LOW AS $325 each
installed up to 62 U.I.* (after discounts)

$75 Per Window. Please present this coupon at time of estimate. May not be used for
previous purchases or combined with any other offer. Certain restrictions may apply.

Valid until 03/15/2026.

SAVE 20%
ON SPECIALITY WINDOWS

Bay, Bow, or Garden

Please present this coupon at time of estimate. May not be used for previous
purchases or combined with any other offer. Certain restrictions may apply.

Valid until 03/15/2026.

The agency overseeing the largest
federally funded infrastructure project
in the country is suing the Trump ad-
ministration for withholdingmore than
$205 million needed to keep construc-
tion going on a $16 billion rail tunnel
project beneath the Hudson River.
TheGatewayDevelopmentCommis-

sion, the bistate agency overseeing this
program, filed a complaint in the U.S.
Court of Federal Claims on Feb. 2 seek-

ing an “expedited” court decision and
payment of “improperly withheld
amounts and other damages caused by
the suspension of funding,” according
to the lawsuit.
The Transportation Department

“committed approximately $15 billion
in federal assistance for the (Hudson
Tunnel Project) −approximately90%of
total project costs,” the lawsuit said.
“Relying on those commitments, GDC
has advanced planning, design, pro-
curement and construction across an

Work on a $16 billion rail tunnel under the Hudson River would be forced to shut down Feb. 6 and thousands would be laid
off if federal funding isn’t released, officials said. PHOTOS BY JULIAN LESHAY GUADALUPE/NORTHJERSEY.COM

Trump vs. tunnel
Gateway agency sues administration
over cutting funding for project
Colleen Wilson
NorthJersey.com
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See GATEWAY SUIT, Page 4A

Gateway Development Commission
CEO Thomas Prendergast, shown in
July, said the suit is aimed at holding
the government to its contractual
obligations so the work can continue.

I’m still not used to seeing my name
on TV.
Much less several times a day, every

day.
But with steady ads for the Milan-

CortinaWinter Olympics, I’m constant-
ly doing double takes and saying, very
dumbly and often to myself, “Wait,
that’s my name.”When my kids say the
same thing, I am doubly surprised – not
only that their name is the Olympics,
too, but that their last name is also
mine.

I can be shockingly stupid some-
times.
Inmydefense, it’s not a commonsur-

name. It’s the 20,028th-most-common
last name in the world, apparently,
mostly found in Mexico; however, the
densest population of Cortinas is in An-
dorra.
Who knew? Either way, it’s not pop-

ular in theUnitedStates, and that line of

my family is from Italy, anyway.
Formost ofmy life, my last name has

been unique, and anyone uttering those
syllables was unequivocally summon-
ingme. If your last name isKimorGreen
or Meyers, I can’t imagine you’re all too
surprised when you see it on TV or if
someone else has it.

My name is Cortina – no, not that Cortina

See CORTINA, Page 4A

Matt Cortina
Columnist
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A federal judge has temporarily
blocked the Department of Homeland
Security from enforcing an internal
policy requiring seven days’ prior no-
tice from members of Congress seek-
ing to tour immigrant detention cen-
ters.
In her ruling on the request for tem-

porary relief, U.S. District Judge Jia
Cobb said the congressional delega-
tion that filed the claim has “shown a
likelihood of success” on the grounds
that the department’s efforts violate a
key provision of the 2024 Department
of Homeland Security Appropriations
Act, according to a copy of the Feb. 2
court order.
“Today, yet again, a federal court

has denied the Trump-Vance admini-
stration’s attempt to keep their cruelty
out of public view,” said Skye Perry-
man, president of Democracy For-
ward, a nonprofit providing legal
counsel to the 13members of Congress
who challenged the policy in federal
court.
DHS spokesperson Tricia

McLaughlin, assistant secretary for
public affairs, did not respond to a
request for comment on Cobb’s or-
der.
The directive in question was is-

sued by Homeland Security Secretary
Kristi Noem on Jan. 8, advising immi-
gration enforcement staff to turn away
all congressional delegations that did
not provide notice of their intent to
tour a detention center at least one

Judge
blocks
new DHS
policy
Noem added restrictions
on lawmakers’ oversight
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