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A federal judge temporarily blocked
construction of President Donald
Trump’s proposed 250-foot triumphal
arch in Washington, DC, on Nov. 5 after
the project cleared a key planning hur-
dle.
The National Capital Planning Com-

mission votedNov. 5 to approve the pro-
ject after hearing from about oppo-
nents, including lawmakers. Rep. Don
Beyer,D-Virginia, said theprojectwould

“snarl traffic for years, impact the near-
by airport, and present even more seri-
ous threats to public safety that this
commission has refused to acknowl-
edge and grapple with.”
The commission’s approval had ap-

peared to clear the way for the Trump
administration to begin excavation and
foundation work within days. The Jus-
tice Department previously said an ini-
tial six to eight months of excavation
and foundation work could have begun
as early as thisweek, while theNational
Park Service could issue final permits or

other authorizations.
But U.S. District Judge Tanya Chut-

kan on Nov. 5 granted a temporary re-
straining order sought by the District
of Columbia and Virginia, barring the
administration from starting con-
struction.
The order blocks, for 14 days, any

construction, excavation, demoli-
tion, land-disturbingwork, utility in-
stallation, roadway closures or other
activity related tobuilding the archat

Judge temporarily halts
construction of DC arch

In her order, U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan directed federal officials to notify anybody involved in the arch project
that any construction-related activity is prohibited under the court order. KYLIE COOPER/REUTERS FILE

Project had just cleared key planning hurdle
Thao Nguyen
USA TODAY

See ARCH, Page 2A

New Jersey residents could experi-
ence a warmer and wetter winter than
usual as a strengthening El Niño
weather pattern is expected to influ-
ence temperatures and precipitation
across much of the United States, re-
ported the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration.
NOAA’s 2026-27 U.S. Winter Out-

look, released Oct. 15, predicts above-
average temperatures across much of
theEast, includingNewJersey, and in-
creased chances of wetter-than-nor-
mal conditions along the East Coast.
The seasonal forecast covers De-

cember 2026 through February 2027
and comes as forecasters anticipate a
strong to very strong El Niño event
that could significantly influence
weather patterns nationwide.
El Niño occurs when ocean temper-

atures in the central and eastern trop-
ical Pacific become warmer than aver-
age, affecting atmospheric circulation
and shifting weather patterns across
the globe.
During a strong El Niño, changes in

the jet streamcanbringwarmer condi-
tions to parts of the northern United
States while increasing the likelihood
of stormy weather across the South
and along the East Coast.
“Asweknowfromdecadesof obser-

vations, a very strong El Niñowill like-
ly bring a southward and eastward
shift to the jet stream for the contigu-
ous U.S., which tilts the odds toward
stormier weather across the South,”
said Ken Graham, director of NOAA’s
National Weather Service.
“While higher chances of rain and

snow may bring relief to drought-af-
flicted areas, too much precipitation
on dry soil can fuel destructive flash
floods and mudslides." Graham said.
"Now is the time for communities and
individuals to plan ahead for the up-
coming winter.”
For New Jersey, the forecast sug-

gests that average temperatures could
remain above seasonal norms, al-
though periods of freezing temper-
atures and winter storms are still pos-
sible.
The outlook also favors above-aver-

age precipitation, meaning residents
could experience more rain or snow
than usual over the three-month period.
However,warmer andwetter condi-

tions do not necessarily translate into
greater snowfall. The amount of snow
New Jersey receives will depend on
temperatures and individual storm
tracks throughout the winter.
NOAA cautioned that its seasonal

outlook does not predict total snowfall
accumulation or the timing of individ-
ual winter storms. Snowfall forecasts
generally becomemore reliable within
about a week of a potential event.
The agency’s Climate Prediction

Center reported on Oct. 8 that El Niño
was continuing to strengthen, with
more than an 83% chance of a strong
tovery strongeventpersisting through
the January-to-March 2027 period.

NJ may
be warmer,
wetter this
winter,
report says
Manahil Ahmad
NorthJersey.com
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Abrush fire broke out onNov. 4with-
in aU.S.military center located inNorth
Jersey. Thewooded areawithin Picatin-
ny Arsenal in Morris County experi-
enced a fire that required mutual aid
andfirst responders fromthe facility, of-
ficials said.
At around12:46p.m., first responders

of the military center were notified of
the fire. Mutual aid was requested at
1:30 p.m. when the facility’s emergency
operations center was activated by Pi-
catinny Arsenal officials, said Eric Ko-
wal the public affairs specialist of Pica-
tinny Arsenal in an emailed statement
to NorthJersey.com.
No injuries were reported, said Ko-

wal. No structural damage to the facility
was reported either. A drone U.S. Army

Combat Capabilities Development
Command (DEVCOM)Armaments Cen-
ter provided an areal view for first re-
sponders.
As of around 5 p.m. the fire was still

being extinguished by first responders.
About 80 percent of the fire has been
contained and the emergency opera-
tions center was deactivated, said Ko-
wal. Officials hope forecasted rain may
help firefighters in their efforts.
An estimated 40 acres of land are im-

pacted by the fire as of 5 p.m. The cause
of the fire is not yet known and will re-
main under investigation.
Picatinny Arsenal officials credited

local firefighters in helping extinguish
theflames. “TrulyaNewJerseycommu-
nity team effort today, and Picatinny
couldn’t have had such a swift response
to contain the fire without support from
the local municipal fire fighters,” said.
Lt. Col. John Meier, Picatinny Arsenal’s

Garrison Commander.
Military and local crews will con-

tinue to monitor the fire until it is con-
tained and contained and extin-
guished.
Picatinny Arsenal is a Joint Center

of Excellence for Guns and Ammuni-
tion, according to the facility’s web-
site. The enclosed location provides
products such as weapons to the U.S.
military. The area is in Morris County
with about 6,500-acre military instal-
lation near the townships of Rocka-
way, Dover and Wharton.
The facility has been manufactur-

ing and testing weapons since 1880,
when it was first known as the Dover
Powder Depot. Along with the devel-
opment ofweapons, PicatinnyArsenal
also conducts research of wartime
technology. The facility also has law
enforcement and fire services to sup-
port local agencies.

No injuries reported after arsenal brush fire
Lucas Frau
NorthJersey.com
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THIS MONTH ONLY

GET $1,000 OFF
of Your KOHLER® Walk-In Bath

+ NO PAYMENTS FOR 12 MONTHS†

Effortless Bathing Starts Here

Enter and exit the bath with
ease using a 3-inch step-in,

one of the lowest walk-in
thresholds on the market.

ULTRA-LOW STEP-IN
Rinse while seated with

multiple spray settings, or use
the handshower to stay warm
as the bath fills and drains.

MULTIFUNCTIONAL HANDSHOWER
Designed for easy reach and
use, these controls let you
adjust the heated backrest
and jets to your preference.

CONTROL PANEL

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

*For as long as the original purchaser consumer owns his or her home. For complete warranty details, visit
KOHLER.com/Warranty.

†offer ends November 30, 2026. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty,
Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo, NY. $1,000 off average price of KOHLER walk-in bath. Reveal by KOHLER
Authorized Dealers set all prices and are responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be combined with any
other advertised offer. Contact Reveal by KOHLER Authorized Dealer for financing details.

(862) 445-2753


