begins with surreal flashback
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Beckham Jr.s second Giants act

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

A photo of a victim of the Sept. 11 attacks lies next to a white rose at the 9/11 Memorial at the World
Trade Center in Manhattan on April 27. SETH HARRISON/THE JOURNAL NEWS

GRIT, GRACE
& GRATITUDE

HOW 9/11 SURVIVORS, NEW YORK CITY
AND THE NATION REBUILT

Thomas C. Zambito New York State Team | USA TODAY NETWORK

effrey Coniglio is dressed in white down to his shoes, his daughter Giada in a flowing
pale green gown. They are twirling across the dance floor to music from “The Great
Showman” when, suddenly, Giada flips head over heels and then swings out into a

final sweeping flourish. @ Guests at the Sweet 16 whoop and cheer. Father and daugh-
ter embrace. @ “I'm a 62-year-old man with a 16-year-old daughter,” Coniglio says. “I always tell
her she is my greatest achievement.” It’s a touching moment between father and daughter,
captured on a video Coniglio keeps on his phone and proudly shares. @ And it would never have
‘happened had Coniglio not stepped into a stairwell as the north tower of the World Trade Center _
~ collapsed on Sept. 11, 2001, while he and fellow New York City firefighters went back in to search
for a member of their team. ¢ They were among M in the building who survived the co]lapse'.

See RESILIENCE, Page 5A
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Government
workers see
17% hike in
health care

New Jersey, unions
reach agreement
on costs for 2027

Scott Fallon
NorthJersey.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - NEW JERSEY

New Jersey state and local govern-
ment workers will pay 17% more in
their health care premiums for 2027, a
spokesman for Gov. Mikie Sherrill said
on Thursday, Sept. 3.

That figure was not included in a
press release sent by Sherrill’s office
on Sept. 2.

The release said her administration
had reached an agreement with 17
unions representing state workers
that “waives increases in state em-
ployees’ health benefit contribution
rates in 2027

The agreement will shield workers
from escalating contributions, but
they will still have to pay a 17% premi-
um increase, said Darwin Pham, a

See HEALTH CARE, Page 4A

Alex Nussbaum
Columnist

NorthJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - N.J.

Kean Jr. ‘getting
stronger’ in
depression
battle, dad says

Facing the final weeks of a tough re-
election campaign, U.S. Rep. Tom
Kean Jr. is “getting stronger every day”
after a two-month hospitalization for
depression, his father, former New Jer-
sey Gov. Tom Kean Sr., said in an in-
terview.

The younger Kean has returned to
work and the campaign trail and is bet-
ter able to function thanks to his treat-
ment, the former governor said, offer-
ing more details than his son has so far
been willing to share about his health.

The senior Kean also said his son
has been taking medication to deal
with depression, a common treatment
for the condition. The 7th District

See KEAN JR., Page 4A
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SAVE 10%
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a full Bath Fitter system*
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Book your FREE design CONSULTATION today!

973-532-2471

430 SANDSHORE ROAD, SUITE 8
HACKETTSTOWN, NJ 07840
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®Bath Fitter Franchise. Independently owned and operated by O'Gorman Brothers Inc. ®Registered trademark of Bath Fitter Franchising Inc. *Special offer good on the purchase of a bathtub, wall and faucet kit. One offer per customer.
May not be combined with any other offer. Offer must be presented at the time of estimate. Previous orders and estimates excluded. Offer valid only at the above location. 'Subject to certain limitations. Lifetime Warranty on Bath
Fitter®-manufactured acrylic products. See Warranty terms at Bathfittercom/warranty. Offer expires 10/31/2026 . £Most Bath Fitter installations are completed in one day.
Some exceptions apply. See location for full details. Casey O'Gorman Plumbing License #13549, HIC 13VH03015500
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