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A Cherry Hill abortion center has “significant defi-
ciencies in nursing services and infection control
practices” that indicate “a serious risk to patient safe-
ty,”according to theNewJerseyDepartment ofHealth.
On April 30, agency officials imposed a “directed

plan of correction” on the Cherry HillWomen’s Center.
It ordered the Kings Highway facility to retain a full-
time consultant director of nursing to oversee im-
provements there.
DOH staffers found the shortcomings during a re-

view of the facility’s operations for its federal recertifi-
cation and its state relicensure.
The problems represented “systemic breakdowns

in leadership, regulatory compliance and patient safe-
ty safeguards,”aDOHofficial said in a letter to the cen-
ter’s executive director.
A Cherry Hill Women’s Center representative could

not be reached for immediate comment.
Among deficiencies tied to infection control, the

DOH reported a failure to clean and disinfect the cen-
ter’s operating room at the level required by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.
The letter also cited failures to perform adequate

hand hygiene under CDC guidelines and to failure en-
sure that “patient care equipment and environmental
surfaces were properly cleaned and disinfected be-
tween patients.”
And it alleged “widespreadnoncompliance”withpro-

fessional standards for sterilizing equipment, as well as
a failure to followmanufacturer instructions for the use
of cleaning solutions and “high-level” disinfectants.
“These deficiencies contributed to Immediate

Jeopardy findings related to sterilization and infection
control processes, indicating a serious risk to patient
safety,” said the letter from Gene Rosenblum, director
of the Office of Program Compliance at DOH.

Rosenblum’s letter also said nursing serviceswere
flawed by the failure to remove expired supplies from
active inventory.
He noted the lack of an employee-evaluation pol-

icy and ordered the center to hire a registered nurse
“to ensure nursing services were appropriately led.”
That positionwould be separate from the consult-

ant director of nursing. The consultant director is to
serve at least 40 hours per week and provide weekly
reports until DOH officials say they are no longer
needed, and they’re to be hired by May 6.
Rosenblum noted that the women’s center can

contest the order before the New Jersey Office of Ad-
ministrative Law.
But he said the order would not be stayed during

anappeal because of “the emergent situation and the
immediate and serious risk of harm posed to the pa-
tients.”

JimWalsh is a senior reporter for theCourier-Post,
Burlington County Times and The Daily Journal.
Email: Jwalsh@cpsj.com.

A protester stands outside the Cherry Hill Women’s Center on May 1. PHOTOS BY JIM WALSH/COURIER-POST

Abortion center hit with DOH
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A sign welcomes patients at the Cherry Hill
Women's Center along Kings Highway.

Four candidates in the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict’s Democratic primary election have agreed to a
debateMay 20 on the campus of StocktonUniversity
in Galloway Township.
Stockton’s William J. Hughes Center for Public

Policy and the Press of Atlantic City are cosponsors.
Participation was restricted to candidates who

met the minimum campaign finance threshold for
having to file fundraising reports. Tim Alexander,
Zack Mullock, Terri Reese, and Bayly Winder all met
that requirement, according to the university.
The debate is to have two moderators: Alyssa

Maurice, the center’s assistant director and a media
representative.
It’s to takeplacebeforea liveaudience startingat6

p.m. in the Campus Center Event Room at 101 Vera
King Farris Drive. There are plans to livestream the
event.
Questions from the public are being accepted

ahead of the event. To submit questions for the de-
bate, or to request more information, email hughes-
center@stockton.edu.
U.S. Rep. JeffVanDrew,R-CapeMay, is the incum-

bent. He’s running without opposition in the Repub-
lican primary.
All the Democratic candidates have campaign

websites with their personal and professional back-
grounds and position statements.
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See DEBATE, Page 2A

Skinny Joey’s Cheesesteaks are coming to Wild-
wood, the owners announced on social media.
The popular cheesesteak restaurant is located

along South Broad Street near the Philadelphia
sports complex. Owners nowwant to share their fare
with the Jersey Shore.
Owned by Joseph Merlino — an alleged former

Philadelphia crime boss also knownas “Skinny Joey”
— the newshop is to be located at 2812Magnolia Ave.
and the Boardwalk in Wildwood. Its opening is ex-
pected sometime this summer.
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Philly crime
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