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Dylan Harper brings
New Jersey basketball
to the NBA finals stage
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The paltry financial performance of
all but one of New Jersey’s casinos in
the first quarter of 2026 could be a bell-
wether for how any new casinos in the
Meadowlands and Monmouth Park
might fare, analysts are saying.

Eight of the nine casinos in the state
— all in Atlantic City — saw a combined
22.6% drop in profit in the first quarter
this year, through March 31, data re-
leased byNew Jersey gaming regulators
showed.

And net revenue was down 0.3%, as
rising expenses heavily ate into any
money the casinos might have made.

Only one New Jersey casino actually
made money this past quarter, the Bor-

gata Hotel Casino & Spa, according to
publicfilingswith theNewJerseyDivi-
sion of Gaming Enforcement, which

Slumping NJ casinos
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The process for even approving two new Garden State

casinos is drawn out. It requires legislative approval for a

constitutional ballot question asking voters whether they

want the two new gambling halls. A similar measure failed

in 2016.

BRIDGEWATER – Police are con-
tinuing their investigation into a crash
on Route 22 that claimed the life of a
91-year-old township man Sunday af-
ternoon.

Township police said the man, who
has not been identified, was driving a
2002 Buick LeSabre on eastbound
Route 22 near Grove Street shortly af-
ter 4 p.m. May 31when it was involved
in a chain-reaction crash.

According to a preliminary investi-
gation, a Tesla whose driver was not
identified came to a sudden stop in the
center lane. That causeda2018Subaru
Outback, driven by a 33-year-old
Brooklyn man, to also stop abruptly.

TheBuick, drivenby the91-year-old
man, was unable to stop in time and
struck the rear of the Subaru. The im-
pact caused the Subaru to spin and
come to rest in the left lane.

The Buick then lost control, veered

Route 22
crash kills
91-year-old
Bridgewater
driver
Mike Deak
MyCentralJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

Hunterdon County has adopted its
fiscal year 2026 budget, keeping the
county tax rate at its lowest level since
2014 while maintaining a 12-year
streak of operating debt-free.

The $132,398,215 budget, approved
by the Board of County Commission-
ers, sets the tax rate at $0.306 and pri-
oritizes affordability, strategic invest-
ment and collaboration with munici-
pal partners.

Commissioner Shaun C. VanDoren,
co-liaison to the Budget Committee,
said the plan followed months of de-
tailed review.

“Tonight’s adoption of the FY26
budget reflects months of disciplined,
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BERNARDS – The Township Com-
mittee, like neighboring Warren and
otherNewJerseymunicipalities, has in-
troduced an ordinance that would re-

strict data centers within its borders.
The ordinance, introduced unani-

mously at the committee’s May 26
meeting and up for a public hearing and
final adoption on June 23, exempts data
processing facilities operated by finan-
cial institutions, public utilities, hospi-
tals, utility companies, schools andgov-

ernment entities.
Though data centers can bring “sig-

nificant economic development,”May-
or Ana DuarteMcCarthy said the facil-
ities also present “planning and envi-
ronmental challenges.”

Bernards moves to restrict data
centers amid rising concerns
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