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Rates are down, and
the market’s heating up
Whether you’re buying or selling a home,
this is the time to act. Don’t miss out.

Scan this code for a free valuation and the insight
you need to plan your next step.

Know your home’s value. Thenmake your move.

AsNew Jersey’s junior U.S. senator,
Andy Kim is treated with a measure of
cordiality and deference in the corri-
dors of the Unites States Capitol in
Washington, DC.
But at the Statehouse in Trenton on

Dec. 1, that deference disappeared.
Kim’s fellowDemocratsmadehimcool
his heels in a committee room. They
madehimmiss a scheduled1p.m. train
back to Washington.
“Nobody is special,” said state Sen.

JimBeach, theCamdenCountyDemo-
crat, rejecting a plea made by several
people in the audience to extend the
courtesy of letting him testify early in
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Franklin High School’s GoldN’Blues
Choir is thankful this holiday season
for winning the opportunity to per-
form at Rockefeller Center.
Choirs of youth singers between the

ages of 6 and 18 in the metropolitan
areaare invited to submit avideoaudi-
tion of them singing a holiday song for
a chance towin and perform at the an-
nual Rockefeller Center Christmas
Tree Lighting ceremony.
The annual competition is hosted

byNBCNewYorkandTelemundo47 in
partnership with “The Kelly Clarkson
Show.”
“I couldn’t be prouder of our incred-

ible GoldN’Blues vocal group and the
proudWarrior tradition they embody,”
Schools Superintendent John A. Ra-
vally said. “Their performances are
nothing short of inspiring. Winning
this competition presents a wonderful
opportunity for them to showcase
their talent on a much larger stage.
And behind their success is the ex-
traordinary dedication of their advi-
sor,Ms.Radvanski, anoutstandingex-
ample of the passion and commitment
our teachers bring to our students ev-
ery single day.”
CesarRainho, supervisor of FineVi-

sual Performing and Practical Arts,
said that winning the competition ex-
emplified the district’s belief that

See CHOIR, Page 4A
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New Jersey health officials reaf-
firmed that all newborns should receive
a hepatitis B vaccinewithin 24 hours of
birth, as a federal panel stackedbyRob-
ert F. Kennedy Jr. with vaccine skeptics
may reconsider the recommendation at

Health and Human Services secretary.
“We can protect against these risks

by vaccinating babies during the deliv-
ery hospitalization at the very begin-
ning of their lives,” Jeff Brown, the act-
ing state health commissioner, said in a
statement.
“The hepatitis B vaccine at birth has

a meeting this week, officials said on
Monday, Dec. 1.
New Jersey was joined by six other

states in backing the hepatitis B guid-
ance under a coalition formed this year
called the Northeast Public Health Col-
laborative. The group aims to develop
its own vaccine policy, fearing that fed-
eral policy favoring vaccines will be
eroded under Kennedy’s leadership as See VACCINE, Page 2A
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in school, in life and in everything they
dream of becoming,” she said.”
Serving underprivileged children

ages 5 to 13, the Center enrolls 55 stu-
dents each school year. Families rely on
MLK not only for safe, structured after-
school care, but for a nurturing aca-
demic environment that helps their
children grow and excel. The demand is
high, Chopra said, and a waiting list
forms annually.
The Center is a welcoming place for

children from Bridgewater, Bound
Brook, South Bound Brook, Manville,
Raritan and Somerville. Many are from
low- to middle-income households.
“Every child is unique, and our pro-

For more than half a century, the
Martin Luther King (MLK) Youth Cen-
ter in Bridgewater has been a corner-
stone of hope, education and opportu-
nity for childrenacrossSomersetCoun-
ty. What began as a small community
idea in the early 1970s has grown into a
thriving educational hub that con-
tinues to inspire generations.
Executive Director Rajni Chopra,

who has dedicated 35 years to the Cen-
ter, describes the mission simply.
“We want our children to succeed −

gram reflects that,” Chopra said. “We
aim to nurture each child’s potential by
providing themwith the tools and guid-
ance to explore their interests, build
friendships, and learn essential life
skills in a safe, joyful environment.”
According to Chopra, MLK’s pro-

grams are designed to support the
whole child. Students participate in
daily homework help and tutoring,
character-building and leadership les-
sons, STEM enrichment through Con-
structU and the Hillsborough High
School Robotics Team, and creative ac-
tivities such as arts and crafts, reading
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Martin Luther King Youth Center
gives kids the opportunity to shine

For more than 50 years, the Martin Luther King Youth Center in Bridgewater has served underprivileged kids ages 5 to 13
in the Somerset County area. PROVIDED BY MLK YOUTH CENTER
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