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TOMS RIVER – A judge on Oct. 6 ordered a 28-
year-old Lakewoodman to remain behind barswith-
out bail after hearing what she said was “substantial
proof ” the defendant sexually abused a child over
the course of 10 years.
At a detention hearing for Ronrenier Gavin, Supe-

rior Court Judge Kimarie Rahill noted the defendant
admitted committing various sexual acts against the
child in a recorded telephone callwith her and in var-
ious text message exchanges.
Gavin was charged on Sept. 21 with aggravated

sexual assault, sexual assault and endangering the
welfare of a child and has since remained in the
Ocean County Jail.
Lynn Juan, assistant Ocean County prosecutor,

argued at the detention hearing that Gavin would
pose a danger to the community if he were to be re-
leased from jail to await trial.

Man accused
in abuse case
is kept in jail
28-year-old charged with sexually
abusing a child over a decade
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NewJersey toll roadusers, theNewJerseyTurnpike
Authority and two competing companies are awaiting
a decision from a New Jersey court that could deter-
mine the future of the state’s lucrative E-ZPass con-
tract.
At stake is the $1.7 billion contract to oversee the E-

ZPass program that affects toll roads touchingprac-
tically every corner of the Garden State.
The winner of the contract will oversee every-

thing from the bills issued and ensuring the over-
head cameras are correctly tollingmotorists to cus-
tomer service and other administrative services,
such as securing driver data.
Conduent, a Newark-based company, has held

the contract since 1999 and faced scrutiny over the
years for billing errors, poor customer service and
outdated technology.

Fight over NJ E-ZPass
contract goes to courts
The program oversees all toll
roads throughout Garden State
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TRANSFORMYOUR BATHROOM
Your dream bathroom is within reach. We offer a wide variety of
custom layouts, color options, finishes, and accessories to choose
from. Design your perfect shower, bath, or walk-in bath with help
from one of our expert product specialists.
Our unparalleled, hassle-free KOHLER bath remodel process is
STRESS-FREE, ensuring it doesn’t take weeks to complete.

18 MONTHS, ZERO INTEREST WITH NO
MONTHLY PAYMENTS - SAME AS CASH*

REFRESHYOUR HOME THIS YEAR!

*Ask for details. Minimum purchase may be required. (1) Valid for new appointments 10/1/2026 to 10/31/2026.
Not valid with any other offer or previous purchase. (2) Financing is available with minimum purchase and
approved credit. All financing is provided by unaffiliated third-party lenders. Price and payments may vary based
on products and time of purchase. (3) Licensed and insuredMHIC #138722 CTHIC #0669113 RI GC-34045 NH ID
459494 VT 174.0000357 ME #OCR16055. Offers are subject to change without notice until the time of purchase.

TRUSTED BYHOMEOWNERS SINCE 2000

Ask about our
WALK-IN BATHS

848-329-5099
CALL NOW TO GET STARTED ON YOUR PROJECT

Installation as little as 1 day

LifetimeWarranty

Low Cost Assurance

OFFER
EXTENDED!*

70%OFFLABOR
OnANewKOHLER® LuxStoneSystem*

Contractors started construction on the Stafford
library in2023, expecting tobefinished in2025.But
more thanayear of delays addedabout $1.75million
to the total cost.
Its constructionwasmarred by crackedwalls, el-

evator installation delays and concrete problems,
but none of that was visible as librarians and coun-
ty officials gathered at the blue and white building
to celebrate the completion of this $13.25 million

STAFFORD – The windows gleamed and the paint
was spotless inside Ocean County Library’s newest
branch as officials and community members gathered
to watch the opening of a building that took years to
complete.
The Stafford branch on Monday, Oct. 5, celebrated

themost recent addition toNewJersey’s largest public
library system, a 21-branch county system.

Ocean County library open after delays from construction issues

People arrive at the new Ocean County Library Stafford branch after the ground breaking there on Oct. 5.
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Filling a lot of needs
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Leaders from OpenAI, Meta, Anthropic and Google
said they could not quantify the risks imposed by arti-
ficial intelligence in the worst-case catastrophic sce-
nario at a New York City Council hearing about AI on
Oct. 5.
“I don’t know. I also don’t think it matters whether

it’s 1% or 10% or 20% chance that something cata-
strophicwill gowrong.Noneof these levels is remotely
acceptable,”MorganDwyer, OpenAI head of policy de-
velopment and operation, said in response to Council
Speaker Julie Menin’s question of how to quantify
risk.
Menin said she was “incredulous at that answer”

and called it “flippant, at best,”asking how the compa-
nies can know that the product is safe if they can’t
measure potential risk.

Leaders in AI
struggle to
answer for risks
New York City Council holds
hearing on safety of technology
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USA TODAY
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