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A look at the Prescott Park Arts
Festival’s 2026 concert series lineup

Jane Murphy

Special to Seacoastonline

PORTSMOUTH — The sweet sound of
summer music in the park is on its way.
For 20 glorious evenings, new voices, fa-
miliar favorites and some of the mostim-
portant voices in music today will fill
Prescott Park in one joyful house party
that will last into September.

Pull up a blanket or a chair on the

park’s lawn on the banks of the Piscata-
qua River for the Prescott Park Arts Fes-
tival summer concert series, one of the
city’s beloved traditions.

“There is truly nothing like gathering
together as a community each summer
in the beauty of Prescott Park,” said
Courtney Perkins, executive director of
the Prescott Park Arts Festival, in a
statement. “These concerts are inti-
mate, and unlike anything you’ll experi-

Clockwise from top left: The Devil
Makes Three, Devon Gilfillian, Tiny
Habits, Chaparelle and Maggie Rose
are all scheduled to perform in the
Presscott Park Arts Festival this

summer. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY PRESCOTT
PARK ARTS FESTIVAL

ence at any other venue. ... A love of
music, of this park, of this community
— that is something we all hold in com-
mon.”

This year’s concert series will bring
the harmonizing of duos, trios and sib-
lings to the park’s stage, some toe-tap-
ping Americana and folk music, some
high-energyrock and soul, and some of
the best songwriting of the music
scene.

Here’s a look at the performers for
summer 2026:

See FESTIVAL, Page 3A

The new public pavilion at Nebi Park
is just about finished.
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Dover OKs
cameras
at new
waterfront
pavilion

Sarah Donovan
Foster’s Daily Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK

DOVER — The City Council recently
approved a camera security system for
the new Nebi Park pavilion, despite
privacy concerns raised by a minority
of council members.

The public pavilion in the 3-acre
Nebi Park in the Waterfront District
will
officially open July 14, according to
Mayor Dennis Shanahan. The council
authorized the security system for the
public pavilion to protect the city and
public’s investment, according to City
Manager Michael Joyal. The cameras
and equipment cost $32,000 and
wiring is an additional $32,000, for a
total project cost of $64,000, Shana-
han said.

Joyal said the security system is “to
monitor for any inappropriate” activ-
ities, “vandalism, graffiti, whatever
that occur at that facility.”

Councilor raises concerns about
invasion of privacy

Councilor April Richer asked if this

See CAMERAS, Page 2A

Construction at Vaughan Mall, seen
June 16, is creating a wider space for
pedestrians in Portsmouth.
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MONTHLY PAYMENTS - SAME AS CASH*

@ Installation as little as 1 day
@ Lifetime Warranty
@ Low Cost Assurance

Italian art gift to light up Vaughan Mall

Jeff McMenemy
Portsmouth Herald
USA TODAY NETWORK

PORTSMOUTH — The city — and
Vaughan Mall — are slated to receive a
gift of art from its siter city Santarcan-
gelo, Italy, to help illuminate the city’s
iconic downtown venue, according to

city officials.

“The artwork, created by Italian art-
ist Tiziano Corbelli, consists of illumi-
nated script displaying the poem ‘The
Air’ by Tonino Guerra in both English
and Italian,” according to Sean Clancy,
Portsmouth’s assistant city manager for
economic and community develop-
ment. “The installation is proposed for
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Vaughan Mall and would consist of sus-
pended light elements arranged over-
head.”

“Based on materials provided and
discussions with the artist, the artwork
is designed to complement the ongoing
Vaughan Mall improvements and

See VAUGHAN MALL, Page 2A
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