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FISCHER VISITS
COLUMBUS

JARED BARTON, COLUMBUS TELEGRAM

U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., is pictured at The Columbus Telegram office on Oct. 13, 2026. Fischer visited Columbus to tour the Dorothy
Lynch plant in Duncan, talk to administrators at Central Community College and meet the staff at the Columbus Area Chamber of
Commerce.

Senator sees promise in local economy
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Who funded
Working People,
America First
parties?

Law doesn’t require
disclosure

ZACH WENDLING
Nebraska Examiner

LINCOLN — Candidates and bal-
lot-measure campaigns petitioning to
appear on Nebraska’s ballot must dis-
close how much is spent on signature
gathering. But Nebraska law doesn’t
require new political parties to disclose
their finances until they are qualified to
have candidates on the ballot.

For 2026, that leaves a gap of at least
two months of reporting for the new
Nebraska Working People Party and
America First Party that likely will
never be disclosed for signature gath-
ering or litigation, unless party officials
voluntarily disclose the information.

The Working People Party said it
won’t, and one party official cited the
lack of transparency in his resignation.
By an Oct. 5reporting deadline, neither
party had filed a state disclosure report.

“This cycle has
shown us that abso-
lutely this is an area
where money is going
to be spent to impact
politics in meaningful
ways that Nebraskans
want to know about,
but they can’t right
now. They can’t do
anything,” Gavin Geis, executive direc-
tor of Common Cause Nebraska, told
the Nebraska Examiner.

Geis

‘Law doesn’t really
contemplate this’

Geis said he’s fielded questions
“again and again” about who funded
the creation of the two new state polit -
ical parties this summer.

“I have to tell them time and again,
‘I'm sorry, but the law doesn’t really
contemplate this,” Geis said.

Laws regulating campaign finance
are different for the Nebraska Account-
ability and Disclosure Commission,
for the state, and the Federal Election
Comumission, for federal candidates.

In Nebraska, the reporting threshold
is $5,000 raised or spent toward the
goal of being elected and/or supporting
or opposing ballot questions.

An Examiner review of petitions for
the two new political parties showed
most of the thousands of signatures,
if not all, came from paid circulators.

Some circulators were from
Nebraska, but a few dozen hailed from
out of state, including Arizona, Califor-
nia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mary-
land, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri,
Montana, Nevada, New York, North
Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Tennessee and Texas.

Geis said he can understand why
thisissue wasn’t pondered sooner. The
tactic of forming new political parties
as a strategy could be new, he said,
and it remains to be seen whether the
tactic is successful this November or
whether it will be repeated in Nebraska
or elsewhere.

“You can’t really wave it aside and
say, ‘Oh, it doesn’t have any impact!
It clearly does,” Geis said. “People are
clearly watching and curious and want
to know more”

Parties certified Aug. 26

The NADC, the state agency oversee-
ing campaign finance for Nebraska can-
didates and issues, confirmed in a July

company like Dorothy Lynch in do a great job at the chamber,” Please see FISCHER, Page A3 21 email that under state law, a political
partyis only considered a “committee”
for campaign finance disclosure pur-
poses once it qualifies for the ballot.
Please see FUNDING, Page A6
GET THE Activate your digital account to get updated stories, Weather |nside
FULL BENEFITS videos, and hundreds of additional puzzles and comics. Mostly sunny and very warm opinion A Classifieds " ”||”IH| ”””l“ ‘
OF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION! Visit columbustelegram.com/activate and download High: 76 Low: 48 Sports Bl Comics B5
our app for the E-edition and breaking news on the go! Forecast: A3 6 18134700003 4

$3 -« TF + Volume144,lssue 294 - Copyright 2026 Followusonline:n/columbustelegram /ctelegram



		2026-10-20T16:54:20-0500
	Preflight Ticket Signature




