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IRAN NAMES KHAMENEI 
NEW SUPREME LEADER

MIDDLE EAST

KIM CHANDLER 
Associated Press 

SELMA, Ala. — Sixty-one years after 
state troopers attacked Civil Rights 
marchers on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in 
Selma, thousands gathered in the Alabama 
city this weekend, amid new concerns 
about the future of the Voting Rights Act.

The March 7, 1965, violence that became 
known as Bloody Sunday shocked the 
nation and helped spur passage of the 
landmark legislation that dismantled bar-
riers to voting for Black Americans in the 

Jim Crow South.
The anniversary was celebrated in this 

southern city, with events through the 
weekend and ending with a commemora-
tive march across the bridge Sunday. But 
the festivities came as the U.S. Supreme 
Court considers a case that could limit a 
provision of the Voting Rights Act that 
has helped ensure some congressional and 
local districts are drawn so minority voters 
have a chance to elect their candidate of 
choice.

“I’m concerned that all of the advances 
that we made for the last 61 years are going 
to be eradicated,” said Charles Mauldin, 
one of the marchers beaten on Bloody 
Sunday.

Thousands gather to mark 61st 
anniversary of Bloody Sunday

MIKE STEWART, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

People march over the Edmund Pettus Bridge on the 61st anniversary of Bloody Sunday on 
Sunday in Selma, Ala.

Worries about future of 
voting rights spur calls to 
action around country
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JON GAMBRELL, SAM METZ,  
KAREEM CHEHAYEB AND SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Ira-
nian state TV announced Sunday that 
Mojtaba Khamenei, son of the country’s 
late supreme leader, has been named his 
successor.

The younger Khamenei had long been 
considered a contender, even before an 
Israeli strike killed his father at the start of 
the war, and despite never being elected or 
appointed to a government position.

Iran’s powerful paramilitary Revolution-
ary Guard answers to the supreme leader, 
and now Khamenei will have the central 
say in war strategy. The announcement 
came on the ninth day of the war and after 
signs of a rift among Iranian officials as the 
country awaited a decision by the 88-seat 
Assembly of Experts, a group of clerics that 
selects Iran’s supreme leader.

U.S. President Donald Trump told ABC 
News earlier Sunday he wanted a say in who 
comes to power once the war is over; a new 
leader “is not going to last long” without 
his approval, Trump added. 

The U.S. and Israel killed Supreme 

Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in the war’s 
opening airstrikes.

The war toll on civilian targets grew as 
Bahrain accused Iran of striking a desali-
nation plant vital to drinking water sup-
plies, and oil depots in Tehran smoldered 
following overnight Israeli strikes.

In a sign of rising regional anger, the 
Arab League chief lashed out at Iran for its 
“reckless policy” of attacking neighbors, 
including ones that host U.S. forces. Gulf 
countries have been struck by hundreds of 
missiles and drones since the war started 
on Feb. 28, and Iran’s president has vowed 
to expand attacks.

Saudi Arabia reported its first deaths, 
saying a military projectile fell onto a resi-
dential area and killed two people of Indian 
and Bangladeshi nationality. Foreign resi-
dents and workers have made up most of 
the war’s deaths in Gulf nations.

Israel reported its first soldier deaths, 
saying two were killed in southern Leb-
anon, where its military is fighting the 
Iran-backed militant group Hezbollah. 
The U.S. military said a service member 
died of injuries from an Iranian attack on 
troops in Saudi Arabia on March 1. Seven 

U.S. soldiers have now been killed.
The war has killed at least 1,230 people 

in Iran, at least 397 in Lebanon and at least 
11 in Israel, according to officials.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian 
backtracked from conciliatory com-
ments a day earlier in which he apologized 
for attacks on neighbors’ soil. Iranian 
hard-liners had swiftly contradicted him, 
saying war strategy wouldn’t change.

“The more pressure they impose on us, 
the stronger our response will naturally be,” 
Pezeshkian said Sunday.

Pezeshkian urged neighboring states not 
to take part in U.S. and Israeli attacks. The 
U.S. strikes have not come from the Gulf 
Arab governments but from U.S. bases and 
vessels in the region.

“The geography of some countries in the 
region — both overtly and covertly — is in 
the hands of the enemy, and those points 
are used against our country in acts of 
aggression. Intense attacks on these tar-
gets will continue,” Iranian judiciary chief 
Gholam Hossein Mohseni-Ejei wrote on X 
on Saturday.

Slain ayatollah’s son chosen as successor

VAHID SALEMI, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Mojtaba Khamenei, center, attends the annual Quds, or Jerusalem Day, rally May 31, 2019, in Tehran, Iran.
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