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MARY CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Republicans and 
Democrats remained at a stalemate on the 
government shutdown over the weekend 
as it headed into its sixth week, with food 
aid potentially delayed or suspended for 
millions of Americans and President Don-
ald Trump pushing GOP leaders to change 
Senate rules to end it.

White House Press Secretary Karoline 
Leavitt said Sunday that Trump has spo-
ken to Senate Majority Leader John Thune, 
R-S.D., and House Speaker Mike Johnson, 
R-La., as he has publicly and repeatedly 
pushed for an end to the Senate fi libuster. 
But Republicans have strongly rejected 
Trump’s calls since his fi rst term, arguing 
that the rule requiring 60 votes to over-
come any objections in the Senate is vital 
to the institution and has allowed them to 
stop Democratic policies when they are in 
the minority.

JON CHERRY, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Brock Brooks, a disabled Marine Corps veteran, cries while describing the impending SNAP cuto�  while waiting in line to enter the food pantry service at Calvary Episcopal Church on 
Thursday in Louisville, Ky.

SHUTDOWN DRAGS 
INTO SIXTH WEEK

Trump urges Senate leaders to change rules to end stalemate

MICHELLE L. PRICE 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump sees tari� s — or the threat of them 
— as a powerful tool to bend nations to his 
will.

He has used them in an unprecedented 
way, not only as the underpinning of his 
economic agenda, but also as the corner-
stone of his foreign policy in his second 
term.

He has wielded the import taxes as a 

threat to secure ceasefi res from countries 
at war. He has used them to browbeat na-
tions into promising to do more to stop 
people and drugs from fl owing across their 
borders. He has used them, in Brazil’s case, 
as political pressure because its judicial 
system prosecuted a former leader who was 
a Trump ally, and in a recent blowup with 
Canada, as punishment for a television ad.

This week, the Supreme Court will hear 
arguments on whether the Republican 
president overstepped federal law with 
many of his tari� s. A ruling against him 
could limit or even take away that swift 
and blunt leverage that much of his foreign 
policy has relied on.

Supreme Court may change 
how Trump can wield tari�s

MARK SCHIEFELBEIN, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

President Donald Trump speaks during an event to announce new tari� s April 2 at the White 
House in Washington.

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., the Senate GOP whip, left, and Speaker of the House Mike 
Johnson, R-La., arrive for a news conference with top Republicans on the government 
shutdown on Oct. 1 at the Capitol.

Justices to hear arguments 
this week on whether his 
levies violated federal law
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