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WINDOWS & BATHS
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YOUR LOCAL

EXPERTS!

PROUDLY SERVING THE MIDWEST SINCE 1998

BATH OR SHOWER REMODEL

mad city

|| WINDOWS & BATHS

Call Now! Limited Time Offer!

910-940-8974

Our team is ready to take your call 7 days a week.

70% Off Installation on

a new bath or shower

Zero Payments & Zero Interest
for 18 Months!’

== MILITARY &
SENIOR CITZEN
DISCOUNTS

4 *70% Off promotion does not include material costs. Not valid with any other offer, or previous job. See representative for
== details. New orders only for appointments completed by 9/30/2026. Offer expires 9/30/2026. Financing available with minimum
beey purchase and approved credit. Mad City Windows & Baths, LLC, is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by third-
party lenders unaffiliated with Mad City Windows & Baths, LLC, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the
customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance
terms advertised are estimate only. Ask for details. New orders only. Not valid with any other offer, or previous job. Interest will
be charged to your account from the purchase date if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the/by the end of the 18-month
period or if you make a late payment. New orders only for appointments completed by 9/30/2026.
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TENANTS ANNOUNCED
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Contractors work to finish the
SAVANNA TENENOFF/STARNEWS
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exterior of the new Publix supermarket coming to Leland on Aug. 19.

Developer names restaurants, shops coming to new Leland center

Savanna Tenenoff
Wilmington StarNews
USA TODAY NETWORK

Developers behind the Publix super-
market-anchored shopping center in Le-
land have announced several new busi-
nesses to the project with some making
their Brunswick County debut.

With more than 10 newly signed ten-
ants, the shopping centeris officially 93%
leased, according to a Branch Properties
news release.

Branch Properties is the Atlanta-
based real estate investment and devel-
opment firm building the Leland Village
shopping center, formerly called Savan-
nah Branch Town Center. The property is
located off U.S. 17 in front of Brunswick
Forest on a nearly 17-acre property.

The retail center will house a Publix,
Marshalls, Ulta Beauty, Heartland Den-
tal, EmergeOrtho and a nail salon, with
additional inline shops, restaurant space
and outparcels. A new traffic signal is
also being constructed along U.S. 17, ac-

cording to previous reporting.

Branch Properties recently an-
nounced who else will be filling the
empty spaces.

New tenants joining Leland Village
include Chase Bank, Mattress Firm,
Sport Clips, Domino’s Pizza, First
Watch, Wingstop, Qdoba, Handel’s Ice
Cream and Glo MedSpa, according to
the news release. Pet specialty retailer
Hollywood Feed and boutique fitness

See TENANTS, Page 2A

Pender
schools
are facing
growing
pains

Data shows seven of 16
campuses over capacity

Charlie Kingree
Wilmington StarNews
USA TODAY NETWORK

Seven of Pender County’s 16 public
schools are over capacity going into
the 2026-27 school year. While relief is
on the way in the form of two new
schools opening, data shows that it
won't be long before growth is again
straining the county school system.

The new J.H Lea Elementary and
Middle Schools are expected to open
next year with a maximum capacity of
2,312 students, taking some of the bur-
den from neighboring schools. But
looking to the future, the county is ex-
pected to add over 4,000 new students
in K-8 alone by 2035, according to data
from N.C. State’s Institute for Trans-
portation Research and Education.

Meanwhile, the county’s largest
school, Topsail High, is projected to
enroll 500 more students than its stat-
ed capacity, which won’t be helped by
a new K-8 facility.

The school district is in the early
stages of identifying priorities and so-
lutions to manage the growth that
looms. With new development weigh-
ing heavily on the county’s eastern
side, Pender County Schools is looking
at how redistricting might lessen the
pressure.

Limited resources
Capacity isn’t just a problem for the

See SCHOOLS, Page 2A

Spike in school supply
costs is hitting parents

Brands cite higher prices
from gas, import duties

Christopher Cann, Clayton Park
and Erick Trevino
USA TODAY NETWORK

Brandi McGrath usually buys quality,
long-lasting school supplies for her 9-
year-old son and his teachers. But sharp
increases in the cost of folders, pencils
and other products have forced her to
cut back and search for cheaper alterna-
tives.

“It's insane how expensive things
have gotten,” said McGrath, 48, of Salt
Lake City. “I'm looking for every sale I
can.”

In Daytona Beach, Florida, Karin Kai-
ser was similarly struck by the cost of
back-to-school shopping this year.

“It is crazy,” she said, estimating that
she and her husband spent over $100 on
just notebooks and loose-leaf paper for
their two daughters. “That’s not count-
ing what we had to pay for back-to-
school clothes, shoes, haircuts.”

The cost of a typical school supply list
- including notebooks, paper, pencils
and glue sticks - is nearly $175, almost
8% higher than in 2025, according to an
analysis by the Groundwork Collabora-
tive and The Century Foundation, two
progressive think tanks.

Some essential items such as lunch
boxes, notebooks and tissues cost 20%
or more than they did a year ago, the
analysis found, pointingin part tothe ef-
fects of President Donald Trump’s tariff
agenda, which the Federal Reserve
said raised the cost of many products

See SUPPLIES, Page 8A

Major school supply brands have increased their prices in recent months, citing
inflation, rising gas prices and tariffs. TYLER ORSBURN/PANAMA CITY NEWS HERALD
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