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WILMINGTON, N.C.

Withabalancedbudgetproposed to
meet evolving demands of continuous
growth, Leland officials are tasked
with voting on the final cuts determin-
ing where millions of dollars in antici-
pated revenue will be spent.

Leland staff proposed a $50million
balanced town budget for fiscal year
2026-2027 with property tax reduc-
tion and funding new positions, up-
dated equipment, a lobbyist andmore.
If approved, the budgetwill be in effect
July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027.

Town council members were for-
mally presented the proposal on Feb.
19, ahead of many Brunswick County

See BUDGET, Page 2A
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With a two-person staff and a
healthy dose of passion, a nonprofit or-
ganization rooted inWilmington is look-
ingout for thebest interests of thearea’s
green infrastructure.

Since its founding in 2015, the Alli-
ance for Cape Fear Trees (ACFT) has
made its mission to preserve, protect
and plant trees across the lower Cape
Fear region.

“We are speaking for the trees at the
tables where decisions aremade,”ACFT
Executive Director Isabelle Shepherd
said. “I think that our advocacy work
has raised the profile of the dire need to

preserve and protect the tree canopy
that we have remaining. So, I see our
work as being proactive in terms of try-
ing to save trees, but also in some ways
reactive in trying to replant the trees
that we have lost.”

What the Alliance for
Cape Fear Trees does

The ACFT participates in tree give-
away events,works collaborativelywith
local governments and provides educa-
tion about trees.

According to the ACFT website, the
organization has planted a total of 3,517
trees and donated another 19,806. By
the end of this planting season, which
runs from October through March, the
ACFT will have distributed just under

See TREES, Page 2A

Tree stewards and volunteers from several organizations took part in tree plantings at the GLOW Academy in Wilmington
on Feb. 7. PROVIDED BY ALLIANCE FOR CAPE FEAR TREES

Wilmington’s trees
are disappearing
Who’s saving them?

The Alliance for Cape Fear Trees
participates in events such as this
tree planting at the GLOW Academy
in Wilmington on Feb. 7.
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We’re looking to install our
NEXT GENERATION gutter

guard on your home!

FULL SERVICE
GUTTER PROTECTION

++We offer financing that fits your budget!1

20%
OFF

Your Entire Purchase*
10%

OFF
Seniors + Military

+

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

www.LeafFilter.com/grop | Promo: 364

15 10
910-685-7191

Expires: 3/31/2026

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.
1Subject to credit approval. Call for details AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520,
DC 420223000087, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD HIC164488,

MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 266192, ND 47304,
NE 50145-24, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981,

UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR, WV WV056912.

Buying or selling? Don’t wait—
make your move now.

The market won’t wait.
And neither should you.

Know your home’s value.
Then make your move.

Discover more at addressUSA.com
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North Carolina regulators have ob-
jected to plans by the Army Corps of
Engineers to deepen the Cape Fear
River shipping channel that serves the
Port of Wilmington.

Reasons listed by the state for its
objection to the corps’ preliminary
green light for the work included fu-
ture impacts from sea-level rise, con-
tamination from “forever chemicals,”
effects on wetlands and marine habi-
tats, anda lack ofmitigationproposals
to environmental degradation tied to
the deepening.

“The (Army Corps) has not fully
demonstrated how these adverse im-
pacts will be avoided, minimized or
mitigated,” TancredMiller, head of the

See HARBOR, Page 3A

NC objects
to harbor
deepening
project
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