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Weather
High clouds; low humidity
High 78
Low 55
FORECAST • A10

InsideRice bowls are quick on 
prep, easy on the wallet. 
LIVELY, D1

Taylorsville 
pastor: ‘This 

federal budget 
is not just 

a failure of 
values; it is a 

death sentence.’ 
PAGE A3

SARAH C. JOHNSON
sjohnson@hickoryrecord.com 

A fl u� y white Labrador raced around 
the room, intently sni�  ng in fake potted 
plants, around chairs and under tables. His 
goal was to fi nd hidden electronic storage 
or communication devices.

The dog is Caldwell County Sheri� ’s 
O�  ce K-9 Harrison. Harrison is an elec-
tronic storage detection K-9. He is also a 

certifi ed anxiety and post traumatic stress 
disorder therapy dog. 

“If it was an internet crime on children 
case or something, there was a child that 
we fi nd that was a victim,” Harrison’s 
handler Lt. Doug Dupell said. “(After the 
search), I turn right around, put the vest 
right back on, and we go to that child. We 
can start therapy for that child on scene. 
We don’t have to wait anymore. We don’t 

have to call and try to schedule an appoint-
ment or try to get somebody there.”

Harrison goes around the sheri� ’s o�  ce 
every morning to check on the well-being 
of deputies and support sta� , Dupell said. 
As Harrison strutted down the hallway one 
Monday, several sta�  members smiled and 
called out, “Good morning, Harrison.” 

BILLY CHAPMAN
wchapman@hickoryrecord.com 

Most public school students in Ca-
tawba County’s three districts return to 
the classroom Monday morning.

Students enrolled in Challenger Early 
College returned the week of Aug. 11.

Here are fi ve numbers to start the school 
year, based on data provided by commu-
nications and public information o�  cials 
in Catawba County Schools, Hickory 
City Schools and Newton-Conover City 
Schools. 

21,765  
That’s about how many students are 

enrolled in Catawba County’s three public 
school systems. The numbers were provided 
to the Hickory Daily Record on Aug. 19.

$44,690 
The salary of a fi rst-year teacher with 

a bachelor’s degree and no experience in 
a Catawba County, Newton-Conover or 
Hickory school.

SARAH C. JOHNSON, RECORD 

Caldwell County Sheri� ’s O�  ce K-9 Harrison cuddles with his handler Lt. Doug Dupell. Dupell said he and Harrison have shared a bond ever since they fi rst met.

BACK TO SCHOOL

5 numbers to know as 
students return to class

ROBERT C. REED, RECORD FILE 

In this photo from 2017, Hickory High School seniors congregate in the mall area of the high 
school on the fi rst day of school.

SNIFFING FOR 
ELECTRONICS?
Caldwell County K-9 finds hidden 

data storage and electronic devices

Please see SCHOOL, Page A2

Please see ELECTRONICS, Page A2

Register to win
The Ultimate Tailgate Package
Get ready to cheer on your favorite team with

this ultimate tailgate package!
Register at Paramount Hyundai through

Monday, September 1 .st

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Must register by Monday, September, 1, 2025. One (1) winner will be randomly selected from eligible entries on 9/2/25. Odds of winning depend
upon the number of eligible entries received. Do not have to be present to win. Must provide phone number or email to win if not present at the time of drawing. Limit: One (1) entry per person.

Must be 18 years old or older to win. You will win a tailgate package including an Igloo 52-quart cooler, 10×10 tent, (2) Kijaro Dual Lock Chairs, (2) YETI 12 oz. Rambler Colsters, a Weber grill with grill
package including cover, brush, scrubber sponge, and tongs/spatula set and $100 Grocery gift card (Total Value: $1,090.43). By entering into the sweepstakes, you consent to permitting Paramount
to contact you in the event you win. Purchase anywhere will not, in any way, increase chances of winning. The winner will be notified by phone or email.Entry in this giveaway does not constitute
entry into any other promotion, contest or sweepstakes. By participating in this Giveaway, each entrant unconditionally agrees to comply with these official rules. Eligibility: To be eligible to win
giveaway prize, entrant must submit a completed entry form at the dealership before the giveaway end date specified above. Void where prohibited. Employees/spouses of Paramount are not

eligible for giveaway.

Go to
www.Paramount�yundai.com

for more detai��

Go to
www.ParamountHyundai.com

for more details

855-413-1960
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