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Sipping and strolling
at the historic Stowe

Gaston College and three other in-
stitutions recently received a $5 mil-
lion multi-institutional grant from the
National Science Foundation to ex-
pand the foundation’s SPARC initia-
tive, designed to support “academical-
ly talented students with financial
need who are pursuing degrees in sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and
mathematics.”

The grant will provide scholarships
and academic support to students
across the partner institutions, ac-
cording to a press release.

The award is Gaston College’s
fourth grant from the NSF specifically
aimed at supporting the SPARC initia-
tive

Students participating in the pro-
gram will complete associate degrees
at the chosen community colleges and
will have the opportunity to transfer
directly to the University of North Car-
olina at Charlotte to pursue bachelor’s
degrees, the release said.

Each community college will award
five to 10 scholarships annually. The
first group of scholars will begin the
program in fall 2026, around 120 stu-
dents are expected to receive scholar-
ship support over the course of the
five-year project, according to the re-
lease.

The project will also be used to ex-
ie amine factors that influence success-
} y¢ & el 1 ful transitions from community col-
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Plein air artist Nancy Winker paints as Stowe Manor opened its grounds for “Sip & Stroll at the Manor” on May 9 in
Belmont. PHOTOS BY MIKE HENSDILL/GASTON GAZETTE
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Owners of this Gaston manor give
back to community by hosting event
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On May 9, visitors strolled around Stowe Manor, getting an
up-close look at the outdoor gardens, learning about the home’s
exterior restoration and shopping from local vendors. e Proceeds
from the event went to support the Gaston County Art Guild and

the Historic Belmont Foundation. e According to Wendy Hostetler,
who purchased Stowe Manor with her husband in 2021, the
couple grew up in Mount Holly with a deep admiration for the

property and its history. See STOWE MANOR, Page 2A See STEM, Page 2A
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Americans already struggling with
affordability saw prices rise again in
April as surging oil costs stemming from
the Iran war kept driving up prices at the
gas pump and affected supply chains for
other goods.

Clean up your home, we’ll

The Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Con-
sumer Price Index, its measure of infla-
tion, revealed prices rose 0.6% from
March to April and were up 3.8% from a
year ago. Those readings came in above
forecasters’ expectations and mark in-
flation’s highest level in nearly three
years.

A 5.4% rise in gas prices over the
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month again drove the increase, follow-
ing a record 21.2% spike in March. Over
the year, gas prices are up 28.4%.
“American households continue to
feel the brunt of surging energy costs,
adding to the deluge of inflation they
have weathered since the pandemic,”

See INFLATION, Page 2A

Over the year, gas prices are up 28.4%.
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We can only offer these
special savings until

5/31/26, so call today

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
gastongazette.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and

sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!
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