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On May 9, visitors strolled around Stowe Manor, getting an

up-close look at the outdoor gardens, learning about the home’s

exterior restoration and shopping from local vendors. h Proceeds

from the event went to support the Gaston County Art Guild and

theHistoricBelmontFoundation.h According toWendyHostetler,

who purchased Stowe Manor with her husband in 2021, the

couple grew up in Mount Holly with a deep admiration for the

property and its history.

Sipping and strolling
at the historic Stowe

Plein air artist Nancy Winker paints as Stowe Manor opened its grounds for “Sip & Stroll at the Manor” on May 9 in
Belmont. PHOTOS BY MIKE HENSDILL/GASTON GAZETTE

Owners of this Gaston manor give
back to community by hosting event

Chloe Collins Gaston Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK

See STOWE MANOR, Page 2A

Gaston College and three other in-
stitutions recently received a $5 mil-
lion multi-institutional grant from the
National Science Foundation to ex-
pand the foundation’s SPARC initia-
tive, designed to support “academical-
ly talented students with financial
need who are pursuing degrees in sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and
mathematics.”

The grant will provide scholarships
and academic support to students
across the partner institutions, ac-
cording to a press release.

The award is Gaston College’s
fourth grant from the NSF specifically
aimed at supporting the SPARC initia-
tive

Students participating in the pro-
gram will complete associate degrees
at the chosen community colleges and
will have the opportunity to transfer
directly to the University of North Car-
olina at Charlotte to pursue bachelor’s
degrees, the release said.

Each community college will award
five to 10 scholarships annually. The
first group of scholars will begin the
program in fall 2026, around 120 stu-
dents are expected to receive scholar-
ship support over the course of the
five-year project, according to the re-
lease.

The project will also be used to ex-
amine factors that influence success-
ful transitions from community col-
leges to four-year universities.

Researcherswill explore theways in
which mentoring relationships, social

See STEM, Page 2A
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More
grants
available
to STEM
students
Chloe Collins
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

Americans already struggling with
affordability saw prices rise again in
April as surging oil costs stemming from
the Iranwarkeptdrivingupprices at the
gaspumpandaffected supply chains for
other goods.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Con-
sumer Price Index, its measure of infla-
tion, revealed prices rose 0.6% from
March to April and were up 3.8% from a
year ago. Those readings came in above
forecasters’ expectations and mark in-
flation’s highest level in nearly three
years.

A 5.4% rise in gas prices over the

month again drove the increase, follow-
ing a record 21.2% spike in March. Over
the year, gas prices are up 28.4%.

“American households continue to
feel the brunt of surging energy costs,
adding to the deluge of inflation they
have weathered since the pandemic,”

Surging fuel costs lift prices in April
Rachel Barber
USA TODAY

See INFLATION, Page 2A
Over the year, gas prices are up 28.4%.
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PROTECTS YOUR HOME AGAINST

*This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end
any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 5/31/26. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 Visa card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless
gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice
prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 5/31/26. License #s: L201900981, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 25461, 168338,
9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 101588, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051,
29210, 4322, 230005052, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 4523, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, WV055024, 005071, & 3466, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 0663233, 191456, GC-48219, GEN22-36941, 5257, 19486, 1606, 1163, 00008036, 1000724543,
196498, 2705176457, RCE-47143, 101588, 3753, 2959, 19612, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 397440224, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 6258, 23SFL-GC-0404, DC-052200604, 2622450, HICN 0204113, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF00000807, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633,
498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023- 836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, PBR-00011734, PBR- 00011733, NBF-00000807, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 3753, 2959, 19612, DC-052200604,
2622450, HICN â€“ 0204113, 223377, BUS-12412021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, R7484, 101588, 2705176457, RCE-47143, L201900981, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035,
66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 223377, BUS-1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, 7484, RCE47143, 275054, IR796203, 19486, 1606, 1163, 126357, 13VH09010100, LC8336, 2015605717, 11650889-5501.

704.833.8795

We can only offer these
special savings until
5/31/26, so call today

Scan for
a FREE
Estimate

Clean up your home, we’ll
give you $500 for your old

gutters toward the purchase
of a Leafguard system.*

+
Receive a

$100 Visa card
with your FREE in-home estimate**

Homeowners David and Wendy
Hostetler pose together as Stowe
Manor opened its grounds for
“Sip & Stroll at the Manor” on
May 9 in Belmont.

A greater cause drives Crest
baseball, softball title chases
SPORTS, 1B


