
NC State’s zone ‘D’ worked
vs. Duke ... until it didn’t
SPORTS, 1B

Renee Armstrong welcomes you to Brown Shugah Nail Bar 2.0 on East Garrison Boulevard.MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

A Mount Holly nail salon opened a second
location that will also offer hair and massage
services.
Renee Armstrong, the owner of Brown Shu-

gah Nail Bar, opened a new salon at 254 E. Gar-
rison Blvd., Gastonia.
Armstrong said that she opened Brown

Shugah Nail Bar in January 2021 after she
looked for a Black-owned nail salon following
the 2020 Black Lives Matter movement and

couldn’t find one.
“Three months later, we opened one,” Arm-

strong said.
She said that she received an “amazing”

community response.
“A lot of people are looking for Black-owned

businesses,” she said.
Armstrong said that over the years, her cli-

entele at Brown Shugah Nail Bar has been di-
verse.
“Everyone comes – white, black, executives

Nail salon expanding
in Gaston County

Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK

See NAIL SALON, Page 2A
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A Gaston County family has been
left stunned and grieving after an in-
mate died in an apparent jail suicide.
On Tuesday, Feb. 24, Michael Falls’

mother, Cathy Thompson, received a
call from someone who identified
themselves as an agent with the State
Bureau of Investigation. The agent
said that Falls, whowas 52, hung him-
self while incarcerated in the Gaston
County Detention Center.
“It’s been a nightmare for me. I

would have never dreamed that this
would happen,” Thompson said.
She said that Falls had no history of

suicidal ideation.
“My son has been in jail. He’s been

in prison. He’s lived on the streets.
He’s walked the streets along where I
would never go, and he wasn’t afraid.
Suicide I feel like would be the last
thing on his mind,” she said.
Falls was arrested Oct. 14, on a

variety of charges, including traffick-
ing methamphetamine and felony

See FAMILY, Page 2A

Michael Falls, 52, died while
incarcerated at the Gaston County
Detention Center. His death is under
investigation. PROVIDED BY FALLS FAMILY

Family asks
for answers
after inmate
dies in jail
Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

President Donald Trump slammed
top U.S. allies, including the United
Kingdom, as the war with Iran expands
and warned Americans that they may

have to deal with “a little high” oil prices
as crude costs soared and the stock
market tumbled.
“If we have a little high oil prices

for a little while, but as soon as this
ends those prices are gonna drop, I
believe lower than even before,” Trump
said after taking questions from report-
ers in the Oval Office for the first time
since the joint Israeli-U.S. strikes on

Iran began.
U.S. and Israeli military forces at-

tacked Iran on Feb. 28, killing Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei. Officials from the United States and
Israel said they have launched more
than 1,200 strikes aimed at destroying
Iran’s ballistic missile and nuclear

Trump criticizes top U.S. allies over war
Michael Loria, Zac Anderson, Jeanine
Santucci, Francesca Chambers,
Kim Hjelmgaard, Michael Collins,
Rebecca Morin and Medora Lee
USA TODAY
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President Donald Trump meets with
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz in
the Oval Office on March 3. ANDREW
CABALLERO-REYNOLDS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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free
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*Does not include cost of material. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all
current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount.
This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right
to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 3/31/26. **Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation and choose to make a purchase will receive a $100 VISA card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a
contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous
participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that Company may substitute a card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class United
States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of
any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by VISA and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the
gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 3/31/26. License #s: L201900981, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170,
Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203,
36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 101588, 32777, BL020003-04-
2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 230005052, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 4523, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170,
Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322,WV055024, 005071, & 3466, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 0663233, 191456, GC-48219, GEN22-36941,
5257, 19486, 1606, 1163, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 2705176457, RCE-47143, 101588, 3753, 2959, 19612, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 397440224, PBR-
00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 6258, 23SFL-GC-0404, DC-052200604, 2622450, HICN 0204113, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 25461,
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500180361, 604339569, 7484, RCE47143, 275054, IR796203, 19486, 1606, 1163, 126357, 13VH09010100, LC8336, 2015605717, 11650889-5501.
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$100
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withyourFREE in-homeestimate!**OFFERENDS 3/31/26

“I love it. I pour

into people. I

get to interact

with every level

of people

everywhere.”
Renee Armstrong
Brown Shugah Nail Bar owner


