After history-making Week 1,
young Ironmen return home
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Ashton Lamb, with the Carolina Thread Trail, holds a map of the South Fork River Corridor near the site of where a new
trail head will be created at Poston Park. MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

Spencer Mountain trail
moves closer to reality

Project receives $500K grant from state e——————

Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette
USA TODAY NETWORK

Carolina Thread Trail has received a
$500,000 grant from North Carolina’s
Great Trails State Program to fund a trail
project that would allow hikers to sum-
mit Spencer Mountain, the third highest
point in the Charlotte region.

The grant is one of the final pieces of
funding needed for the $1.5 million pro-

ject, said Ashton Lamb, trail develop-
ment manager for Catawba Lands Con-
servancy.

“We are really close to closing the
gaps on the $1.5 million,” Lamb said.
“Less than half million dollars away
from our goal, so we’re getting really
close.”

The project will create 3 miles of
trail on Spencer Mountain, as well as a

See TRAIL, Page 2A

The Spencer Mountain trail
project is part of a larger
project, a 23-mile trail
linking users from Spencer
Mountain to Daniel Stowe
Conservancy, with stops in
McAdenville and Cramerton
along the way.

Motive
unknown
in MN
school
shooting

YouTube videos
show troubling views
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MINNEAPOLIS - The city mourned
the violent death of two children Aug.
28 while authorities tried to determine
the motive of a suspect who fired doz-
ens of rounds through stained glass
windows at a Catholic church as stu-
dents and teachers prayed at a Mass
celebrating the start of school.

The attack killed two children, ages
8 and 10, and wounded 17 others: 14
children ages 6 to15 and three adults in
their 80s.

One child was in critical condition
Aug. 28 at Hennepin Healthcare, the
city’s largest trauma center, and one
adult and one child remained in “seri-
ous” condition, interim CEO Thomas
Klemond told reporters.

See SHOOTING, Page 2A

Mourners pray outside the
Annunciation Church, which is a
home to an elementary school and
was the scene of a shooting the day
before, in Minneapolis on Aug. 28.
TIM EVANS/REUTERS
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President Donald Trump is banking on
Vice President JD Vance’s blue collar
bona fides to sell his massive tax and
spending law. KEVIN LAMARQUE/REUTERS

Vance leads

Francesca Chambers
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - Vice President JD
Vance is embracing his role as sales-
man-in-chief for President Donald
Trump’s agenda and taking charge of an
effort to rebrand their tax cut and
spending law.

rebrand of GOP tax law

It’s been tagged by critics as a give-
away to rich elites, and the administra-
tion is tapping a vice president who
grew up poor to turn public perception.

Trump insisted on calling the law -
which is meant to be their signature
achievement — the “One Big Beautiful
Bill.” Yet, surveys show the legislation,
with provisions that take health insur-

HEALTH NOTIFICATION

ance from 10 millions people, is not
playing well with voters.

Enter Vance, who rolled out the re-
brand in Peachtree City, Georgia, where
he repeatedly called the law the “Work-
ing Families Tax Cut.”

“We've got to make sure that people

See VANCE, Page 3A

NOW ACCEPTING MOST

INSURANCE PLANS

ARE YOU HARD OF HEARING?

We are asking qualified people to come in for
a FREE* Hearing Evaluation, evaluate Miracle-
Ear's latest advanced digital hearing solutions,
love the improvement in their hearing and
keep the hearing aids at tremendous savings!
This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if
hearing help is available for your hearing loss at
a very affordable price.

See store for details.

WANTED

30 GRANDPARENTS

that want to hear their grandchildren.

ASK ABOUT OUR EASY, AFFORDABLE
FINANCING OPTIONS

I\, Miracle-Ear’
CALL TO SCHEDULE

(980) 448-1262

2/%995

MESELECT™ Custom Hearing Aids

Offer valid on entry level, MESELECT™ battery model only, at
participating Miracle-Ear locations. MESELECT™ comes with
a 1-year limited warranty. Limit one coupon per patient at a
promotional price during event dates only. Not valid with other
offers or discounts. See store for details. Offer expires 8/30/2025.

Call today to schedule an appointment at our new location in Cramerton. MANDY %
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