
WBADDJ-00002u
Volume 130 | No. 163
To subscribe 704-869-1800
©2025 $4.50

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
gastongazette.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and
sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

SUNDAY, JULY 13, 2025 | GASTONGAZETTE.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

The home search
revolution starts here.
Meet the future of real estate where deeper
search options lead to your perfect home.

The next move is yours.

Discover more at
addressUSA.com

TRIAL OF THE CENTURY American culture wars began 100 years ago at Scopes Monkey Trial

PRINT-ONLY SUBSCRIBER-EXCLUSIVE SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE

Gaston County has received a little over $12 million
in settlement funds to combat the opioid epidemic,
and so far, the funds have mostly gone towards pro-
grams designed to connect people with addiction
treatment. Here’s how the county has spent the mon-
ey:

Implemented in 2023, the Community Paramed-
icine Program and theMedication Assisted Treatment
Bridge Program provide post-overdose follow-up care
by paramedics and immediate access to medication
that treats opiate addiction.

“If they are able and wanting to get into treatment
and medication-assisted treatment, paramedics can
bridge that gap and make sure they’re connected to

treatment in a timely fashion,” said Stephanie Jamou-
lis, prevention strategies coordinator for the Gaston
CountyDepartment ofHealth andHumanServices, in
an interview with the Gazette June 27.

“The goal is to get them into longer-term treatment
to connect them with other providers,” Assistant
Health Director Abby Newton added.

The programhas a 94%success rate andhas result-
ed in a 40%decrease in opiate overdoses, according to
the county.

Gaston Emergency Medical Services’ Recovery
Transportation Program then can provide transporta-
tion to medication-assisted treatment, medical ap-
pointments and court and residential treatment pro-
grams. The program has completed more than 3,600

Opioid settlement funds
going toward treatment

Capt. Brandon Miller, left, and Justin Greer are part of a GEMS program that connects people struggling with
addiction with treatment. KARA FOHNER/GASTON GAZETTE
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Aman was convicted in a shooting that sparked
the closure of a controversial Gastonia homeless
encampment.

Donald Beatty, 58, pleaded guilty to voluntary
manslaughter andpossessionof afi�rearmbya felon
in the shooting of 57-year-old Freddie Lee Byrd.

Beatty shot and killed Byrd onAug. 20, 2023, at a
homeless encampment at 418N.OaklandSt.,which
was owned by Faith, Hope and Love Community
Enrichment Ministries. The city of Gastonia had
been involved in a civil dispute with Faith, Hope
and Love over the encampment.

ThecityofGastoniahadbeen takingmeasures to
try to shut down the encampment.

The city fi�led a complaint asking that, among
other things, Faith, Hope and Love be forced to
comply with Gastonia zoning ordinances. In addi-
tion to the zoning ordinance violations, the city is-
sued anuisance violation for trash, scrapmaterials,
and vegetative growth that accumulated on the
property.

Shortly after the shooting, Moses Colbert, who
operates Faith, Hope and Love with his wife, Mon-
ica, shut down the encampment.

Assistant District Attorney Stephanie Hamlin
said during Beatty’s court hearing that police found
only one witness to the shooting, and after the en-
campment closed, police and prosecutors were un-
able tofi�ndher again. Police alsowereunable tofi�nd
the gun used in the killing.

Beatty admitted to the shooting but said he shot
Byrd in self defense, Hamlin said. The woman who
saw what happened would have been vital to the
criminal case against Beatty, Hamlin added.

Beatty and Byrd were both homeless at the time
of the shooting.

Beatty’s attorney, OnyemaEzeh, said that Beatty
had “a very strong case of self defense,” and that
Byrd was the aggressor.

Beatty “does not like fi�ghts. He stays away from
trouble, avoids confrontation,” Ezeh said. “My un-
derstanding after reviewing this discoverywas that
this argument may have started because of an ac-
quaintance, a female acquaintance, and that it es-
calated into why we are here today.”

Man pleads
guilty in
shooting at
encampment
Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK

See SHOOTING, Page 2A

WintonMachine, anAtlanta-basedmanufacturer, is
desperate to hire. So far, there are few takers.

CEOandco-founderLisaWintonhasbeensearching
for a salesperson sinceMarch. A technical job has been
open even longer, with fewer than a dozen applications
over the past year – and none of those applying having

the skills required for the job.
Wintonhasdonewhatshecantoattractworkers, like

forming a relationship with local technical colleges, of-
fering applicants fl�exible hours and rehiring retirees.
Still, keepingher staffi�nguphasbeena challenge.

The push formore domesticmanufacturing through
tariff�s,Wintonworries,will onlymakemattersworse.

“If more factories move into an area, who are they
competing with? They’re competing with other fac-
tories,” she said. “Whether it be machinists or mainte-
nance or assembly, all of the diff�erent types of jobs that
are available – theyhave to come fromsomewhere.”

How Trump’s tariff�s may aff�ect U.S.

See TARIFFS, Page 2A

Building new manufacturing facilities can take
up to 10 years, depending on the industry,
and experts say the country’s infrastructure
isn’t primed to handle additional factories.
ERIC HASERT/TREASURE COAST NEWSPAPERS FILE

Analysts say labor market
not prepared for the shift

Bailey Schulz
USA TODAY


