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•No Pest Parties
•No Clogging
•No Cleaning
•No Water Damage
•No Ladder Accidents

Protect Your Home for Life.

Say Goodbye, to Gutter Parties for Good!

910.968.2586SCAN ME
FORA FREE
ESTIMATE

*This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all
current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify
for discount. This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value.
Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 7/31/25. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90
minute in-home product consultation and choose to make a purchase will receive a $50 VISA card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard
Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18
years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all
current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a card of equal or
greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the
promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by
VISA and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25.Offer
not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. : CCB #234836. Expires 7/31/25. ***For all financing information visit https://www.leafguard.com/finance

Call Now for Your
FREE Estimate!

75% Off
Installation*

0% INTEREST
If Paid In Full Within 18 Months***

Receive

$50
VISA card
with your

Leafguard purchase!**

+

+

Offer ends 7/31/2025

WHY CHOOSE US?

Locally Owned & Operated

Limited Lifetime Warranty

1-Day Bath Remodels!

Made in the USA

CALL NOW!

STUNNING
BATH &
SHOWER
REMODEL
FOR GREATER
RALEIGH

910-900-1887 Scan Me

http://raleighbath.localconsumer2.info

SAVE $1,500
ON BATH OR

SHOWER REMODEL

NO PAYMENTS
0% INTEREST FOR

18 MONTHS!
+

#1 BATHROOM REMODELER IN
GREATER RALEIGH

BATH | SHOWERS | REMODELS | WALK-IN TUBS

O
n June 23, when Wendy Johnson should

have been celebrating her son’s 33rd

birthday, she was instead honoring his

memory. h Jeff�erson Taylor Duggins and

co-worker Arthur Knight Acosta, 21, were shot to

death Oct. 15 by a man they had a spat with earlier

that morning. The dispute was over pressure wash-

ing. h The men were working a job for NC Window

CleaningnearCrossCreekMallwhenDesmondLouis

Moore, 42, of Fayetteville, got upset because his vehi-

cle was hit by splash back. hMoore followed the duo

to their next job on Yarborough Lane, a county road

near Grays Creek, where homes are separated by

acres of land and the only witnesses are the oak

trees. hWhen the work truck pulled up to the gate of

the property, Moore opened fi�re. The owner of the

company, Chris Graham, was talking with the home-

owner a good ways from the road and when he went

to the gate to let them in, he found their bodies. h The

following day, 150miles northwest of Fayetteville, af-

ter Moore was identifi�ed as the suspect, police in

Mount Airy spotted his vehicle there, and a high-

speedchaseensued. It ended inamulti-vehiclewreck

and a shootout. Moore was killed, but not before he

killed a police dog that tracked him into the woods.

‘There was nothing that could come between us’

Johnson said her son, whowent by hismiddle name, Tay-
lor,was the oldest of her two children. She said their relation-
ship was always close but after Duggins fi�rst child was born
in 2014, they were inseparable.

“Therewasnothing that could comebetweenus,”she said.
Duggins went on to have fi�ve children, three sons and two

daughters, who Johnson said he cared for deeply. She said
her son would often take his children fi�shing or riding on
four-wheelers when he wasn’t working to provide for them.

After Duggins’ death, Johnson said she and her daughter-
in-law, Crystal Duggins, formed a tight bond to help raise the
children, ages 7 to 10.

“There’s never come a time I haven’t been there and there
won’t come a time that I won’t be, until I cannot be,” she said.

Johnson saidher sonwasknown for his caringpersonality

and his faith.
She said he often helped those less fortunate, trying to

give them hope and spreading the word of God.
On more than one occasion he used his own money and

fed the hungry.
“He went and bought pizzas from Little Caesars, and he

went to Sam’s (Club) andbought groceries to go out andhand
to thepeoplewhen they livedunder thePersonStreetbridge,”
she said.

To honor her son’smemory onhis birthday, Johnson and a
group of others set up beneath that same bridge and handed
out pizza and groceries.

She said this will be how she spends her son’s birthdays
moving forward.

‘There was nothing that
could come between us’

See DUGGINS, Page 2A

Mother of Cumberland County homicide
victim honors him on his birthday

Wendy Johnson, mother of Jefferson Duggins, and her
daughter-in-law, Crystal Duggins, wear T-shirts with
Duggins’ face and hand out pizza and groceries in
Fayetteville on June 23. PROVIDED BY WENDY JOHNSON
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President Donald Trump said he
would end the war in Ukraine within
his fi�rst 24 hours in offi�ce.

But now, more than 4,000 hours in,
Trump’s patience with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, whom the U.S.
president in June called “very kind,”
appears to be wearing thin.

Relations have hit a wall as Russia’s
leader has pushed forward with inten-
sifying drone and missile attacks on
Ukrainian cities while appearing to re-
peatedly rebuff� Trump’s attempts to
broker a ceasefi�re.

“We get a lot of (expletive) thrown
at us by Putin, if you want to know the
truth,” Trump told reporters on July 9,
summingupwhatUkrainiansandoth-
er seasoned Russia watchers have

Trump-Putin
bromance
fl�owered and
then soured
Kim Hjelmgaard, Francesca
Chambers and Cybele
Mayes-Osterman
USA TODAY

See BROMANCE, Page 2A

The heart-wrenching July 4 fl�ood-
ing inTexas served as a stark reminder
of the importance of accurate and
timely weather forecasts.

As extreme rainfall events grow
more intense, such tragedies are ex-
pected to increase. Further improve-
ment to forecasts is critical, but mete-
orologists worry that with the addi-
tional cuts planned by the Trump ad-
ministration, the nation’sweather and
climate research programs won’t be
able to keep up.

The latest blow was the announce-
ment by the U.S. Navy that it would no
longer transmit data from aging satel-
lites past June 30, roughly 15 months
earlier than expected. Later, the

Another
forecasting tool
is scrapped
Dinah Voyles Pulver
USA TODAY

See WEATHER, Page 3A


