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Hayes Bailey, 12, plays the violin at her home in Asheville. KARA FOHNER/ASHEVILLE CITIZEN TIMES

Asheville City Schools
end orchestra program

Kara Fohner
Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

ASHEVILLE - When Hayes Bailey, 12,
learned Aug. 4 that Asheville Middle
School’s orchestra program had been
canceled, she was devastated. She was
on vacation in Minneapolis when she
received a text from a friend with the
news.

“I was heartbroken,” Hayes said. “I
was just really angry when it hap-
pened.”

Hayes, arising seventh grader, joined
the school’s orchestra in sixth grade.

“I'made alot of friends that Twouldn’t
have made without it, and I'm in a com-
munity that I wouldn’t have been in if I
didn’t join strings,” she said. “And it’s
just really cool to be able to play the vio-
lin, like an instrument that’s been

around for so long. It’s cool that I get to
continue that legacy.”

In response to a call Aug. 7 from the
Citizen Times, orchestra teacher Frank-
lin Keel said that Asheville City Schools
ended the program for the entire dis-
trict, affecting Asheville Middle School,
Asheville High School, and the School of
Inquiry and Life Sciences at Asheville.
The district announced the cancelation
of the program Aug. 3, Keel said.

Keel said the program is being cut be-
cause it was too small to justify keeping
a teacher on staff according to the allot-
ment formula set by the superinten-
dent.

A Board of Education agenda memo
for an Aug. 3 meeting supports Keel’s
explanation. The memo states that
Asheville City Schools provides one
teacher for every 150 students enrolled
in a music program at the middle and

high schools. Data included in the me-
mo states that there were 39 students
in the orchestra program at Asheville
Middle School, compared to 97 in
chorus and 322 in band.

The state of North Carolina does not
provide a state level funding allotment
for electives or music teachers in
grades six through 12, and so Asheville
City Schools must pay for those posi-
tions out of the district’s local funding
allocation, according to the memo.

The memo states that Keel was giv-
en a full school year with a reduced
course load to try to recruit more stu-
dents to the program, and at the end of
the year, he had recruited 14 students.

“After further consideration, reflec-
tion on input from our families, and re-
view of the staffing allotment numbers

See ORCHESTRA, Page 4A

Nonprofit
seeks to
preserve
Mountaineer
Inn signs

Will Hofmann
Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

ASHEVILLE - Rugged and bathed in
neon, the barefoot mountaineer toting
arifle has stood along Tunnel Road for
over 60 years. Photos of the lumines-
cent man are in the Library of Con-
gress. The city has deemed it a “land-
mark.”

Though it may not be technically
considered historic, many Asheville
residents may consider the Mountain-
eer Inn — and its signs — to be a piece
of the city’s history. Sitting vacant and
listed for sale as the city meets with
prospective buyers, preservationists
are seeing what might be saved at the
motel. Depending on the goals of the
future buyer and whether the aging
buildings are demolished, the signs,
though turned off for several years,
may be their top priority.

See SIGNS, Page 4A

Feds aiding
Puerto Rico’s
response to
water crisis

Christopher Cann
USA TODAY

Federal agencies are working with
officials in Puerto Rico as the island
contends with a water crisis that has
left tens of thousands of residents
without running water for days at a
time, Puerto Rico Gov. Jenniffer Gon-
zalez-Coldn said Aug. 9.

The U.S. territory imposed a ration-
ing program that shut off water service
in the capital of San Juan and its sur-
rounding neighborhoods for 48-hour
intervals, according to Puerto Rico’s
Aqueduct and Sewer Authority. Offi-
cials say more than 180,000 house-
holds were being affected by the pro-
gram, which began Aug. 7.

The rationing comes as Puerto Rico
grapples with persistent drought con-
ditions, unusually hot temperatures
and long-standing infrastructure

See PUERTO RICO, Page 4A
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SALE

9 Our Factory To Your Home

*Buy 2 Comfort 365 Windows® at regular
price and get 2 additional windows of equal
or lesser value free with participation

in the Yes! Program. Offer applies

to all window styles in white except
nonrectangular shaped window styles.

CHAMPI®N *

Windows * Sunrooms * Home Exteriors

BOOK YOUR FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!

828-785-4497

a Great Day Improvements brand
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BUY 2, GET

2 FREE

ENTRY DOORS

30%
OFF’

OFFERS EXPIRE 8/31/26

Window discount without participation

in Yes! Program equals 40% off. Minimum
purchase of 4 windows required. 20%
national door discount requires minimum
purchase of 1 entry door with decorative
glass. Earn up to an additional 10% off with
participation in the Yes! Program (up to
$2,000), making your door discount a total
of up to 30% off. All prices include standard
installation. All discounts apply to the
MSRP cost. No adjustments can be made
on prior sales. YES! Program valid only

at the time of your initial demonstration
and once per residence per term. Offer
subject to change. The Champion Limited
Lifetime Warranty applies to Comfort

365 Windows® and qualifying Champion
products as long as the original purchaser
owns the home. See website or a Champion
representative for details. Offer expires
08/31/26. ©Champion Opco LLC, 2026
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Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by
going to citizen-times.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device.
You will also find late news and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!
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