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The University of Montana and the 
Montana Office of the Commissioner of 
Higher Education announced current 
interim President of Boise State Uni-
versity Jeremiah Shinn as a finalist in 
the search to replace former President 
Seth Bodnar on Friday.

Shinn will visit campus on Monday 
and Tuesday, participating in an open 
forum and community reception where 
members of the public are encouraged 
to ask questions, according to a UM 
press release. He’ll also meet with UM 
leadership, faculty and the Associated 
Students of UM, as well as others at the 
Missoula flagship.

Bodnar announced he would be 
stepping down as president of UM in 
January amid rumors he was planning 
to run for U.S. Senate, later filing as an 
independent in the race in March.

If Shinn gets the job, he would be 
overseeing a nearly $165 million budget 
and a staff of more than 1,200 employ-
ees at UM.

According to Shinn’s resume posted 
to the presidential search website, 
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A company’s initial county applica-
tion to build a data center at the Bon-
ner Mill Industrial Park said the project 
would “not require regular staffing” 
and would use “minimal” water, but 
indicated it could use enough electric-
ity to power 29,000 small homes.

The application, obtained by the 
Missoulian through a public records 
request, is under review by planning 
staff at Missoula County, who could 
require changes to the plan before it 
can move forward to a public meeting.

Krambu, a data center company 
based in Idaho, submitted the initial 
application on March 25 through Dol-
ber Engineering, less than one week 
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A jury found a Missoula County Sheriff’s 
Office deputy not guilty on Friday of a mis-
demeanor speeding charge stemming from 
a 2024 crash that killed a man, siding with 
the defense who said the officer was within 
the bounds of duty.

The six-person jury unanimously sided 
with deputy Michael Baker following a two-
day trial brought by the Missoula County 
Attorney’s Office, who argued the deputy 
should be held accountable to the traffic 
violation because he did not use emergency 
lights or sirens while speeding.

The case could be one of the only Mon-
tana jury trials related to a speeding ticket, 
according to defense attorney Lance Jasper, 
who told the jury the 1955 law used in the 
case is outdated and charging law enforce-
ment for speeding would cast doubt on law 

enforcement’s discretion.
“The lunacy, frankly, of the idea that by 

imposing this on officers makes a better 
public safety is crazy,” Jasper told the jury 
during closing statements. “Because we 
know that in this day and age, we have mass 
gunmen, school shootings, things that were 
just unheard of in 1955.”

The case, heard in Missoula County Jus-
tice Court, stems from a May 2024 law 
enforcement operation where Baker and 
other officers were traveling on Highway 93 
to execute a search warrant on the property 
of a suspected child predator, according to 
court documents.

Baker was the lead vehicle in the convoy. 
While driving at 84 mph, Baker hit a vehicle 
driven by 81-year-old man Gaylord Angst, 
who was not supposed to be driving and did 
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Michael Baker answers questions from his attorney Lance Jasper during a trial to determine whether or not Baker is liable for a speeding 
ticket following a collision with another vehicle in 2024.

Finalist 
for UM 
president 
named

Application 
provides  
new details

SHERIFF’S DEPUTY 
FOUND NOT GUILTY

MISSOULA COUNTY JUSTICE COURT

BONNER DATA CENTER

Please see TRIAL, Page A2

Please see PRESIDENT, Page A4

Please see APPLICATION, Page A4

©2026 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated.

Engel & Völkers and its independent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act.

South Side Missoula Condo
3811 StephensAvenue, Unit #38,Missoula | Offered at $369,999

South sideMissoula condo living at its best! This bright andbeautiful 2-bed, 1.5-bathhomeoffers 1,232
square feet ofwonderful space, completewith vaultedceilings, a gasfireplace, andbrand-newappli-
ances - all bathed in incredible natural light. Takeadvantageof a$2,500flooring andpaint credit to

personalize your space fromdayone. Skip theweekendchores -HOAcovers lawncare, snow removal,
trash,water, and sewer.Addaone-car garageandanunbeatable locationnext toPlayfair Park, and you

have theultimate lock-and-leave lifestyle in theheart of everythingMissoula loves.

MariahWestre
Real Estate Advisor
406-396-3053
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