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A federal judge in Missoula on Wednes-
day appeared skeptical of a request by 22 
young plainti� s to halt to a fl urry of en-
ergy-related actions by the Trump ad-
ministration this year.

The plainti� s are alleging that actions 
following a trio of executive orders issued 
by President Donald Trump are endan-
gering their federal rights to life and lib-
erty by speeding up fossil fuel develop-
ment and worsening the negative impacts 
of climate change.

Nearing the end of a two-day hear-
ing on the case, U.S. District Judge 
Dana Christensen asked the plainti� s 
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The brand new Montana Democratic 
Party vice chair resigned Wednesday 
afternoon only three days after he was 
elected to the position by more than 100 
delegates at the organization’s conven-
tion this past weekend. 

Max Johansen’s resignation came af-
ter he made comments to reporters at the 
convention that were critical of former 

Democratic U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, which 
led Tester to eviscerate Johansen on his 
podcast a couple days later. 

Johansen, the chair of the Park County 
Democrats, said Tester failed to adapt to 
the changing political landscape over the 
past several years, calling him part of the 
“old guard” that “represents a philoso-
phy that no longer serves the interest of 
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A vacant Missoula City Council seat 
will likely remain unfi lled for the next 
two months after council gave initial 
approval Wednesday to suspend its rules 
and allow the November election to play 
out to fi ll the spot. 

Ward 1 Councilor Jennifer Savage va-
cated the seat on Sept. 5 to comply with 
state law after she fi led for reelection in 

Ward 3, the Missoulian previously re-
ported. Under council rules, the open 
seat is supposed to be fi lled within 30 
days. 

On Wednesday, council leadership 
proposed suspending its rules to wait 
for the results of the upcoming Ward 
1 election in November, arguing that 
appointing a placeholder would be less 
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Some of the Lighthiser v. Trump youth plainti� s make their way to the Russell Smith Federal Courthouse on Wednesday morning.

Montana Dem Party vice chair 
resigns 3 days after his election

City Council advances plan to 
let Missoula voters fill vacancy

JUDGE SHOWS SKEPTICISM
LIGHTHISER V. TRUMP

Testimony continues on second day of federal climate case

Milo Merritt-Hagen, right, and Cal Thompson, friends of the plainti� s in Lighthiser v. Trump, 
stand near the Russell Smith Federal Courthouse as the plainti� s make their way into court 
on Wednesday morning.

 ONLINE: For the most up-to-date 
news on the Lighthiser v. Trump case or 
to read about Tuesday’s testimony, visit 
Missoulian.com.
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