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Drought and water o�  cials say Mon-
tana is in the midst of its sixth straight 
year with abnormally dry-to-severe 
drought conditions and that they are 
closely watching the next few weeks of 
precipitation to see if the state will be 
in store for a low-water and drought-
fi lled summer.

It’s already been well-documented 
that many parts of Montana had their 
warmest winters on record and that the 
state’s low-elevation snowpack melted 
about a month earlier than normal.

But according to several reports 
released this month, December’s 
unseasonably warm temperatures 
— which caused inches of rain to 
fall instead of snow across much of 
the state — might have been a boon 

NICOLE GIRTEN
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MISSOULA — Researchers at the 
University of Montana created a dash-
board to make health data more widely 
available, with the hope that state pol-
icymakers, health o�  cials and other 
researchers can use it to inform their 
own work.

A team at the School of Public and 
Community Health created an inter-
active online map of the state to visu-
alize anonymized health data, like the 
number of hospitalizations for cardio-
vascular diseases or asthma, collected 
from counties and the state, according 
to a UM press release on Friday.
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It was a night of rock through the ages 
on Saturday at East Helena High School 
for the fi rst Big Blue Battle of the Bands 
competition.

The event drew four bands: Brutus from 
Capital High, which took fi rst place; Sk@zz 
from Capital High; Goldstrand from Hel-
ena High and The Clearance Rack from East 
Helena High.

The bands played one cover song from 
each of the 80s, 90s and 2000s eras, as 
well as a song of their choice — four in total. 
The bands were only judged on the three 
era-specifi c songs.

Brutus won with their renditions of 

GARY MARSHALL PHOTOS, BMGPHOTOS.COM

The Capital High band Brutus won the fi rst Big Blue Battle of the Bands on Saturday night at East Helena High School.

Forecasters: 
Next weeks 
‘critical’ to 
water supply

UM dashboard 
tracks health 
data across 
Montana

‘REALLY TALENTED 
AND CAPABLE KIDS’

BIG BLUE BATTLE OF THE BANDS

Capital High’s Brutus takes 1st place at 
inaugural music contest in East Helena

Capital High’s Sk@zz hits the stage with songs 
from Reel Big Fish during the fi rst annual Big 
Blue Battle of the Bands on Saturday night at 
East Helena High School.

L&C County sending 
out ballots for May 5 

school, hospital election
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Diving catch preserves 
Helena Senators’ 
opening day sweep
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Reports detail Montana’s 
summer drought outlook

Please see BANDS, Page A3

Please see SNOWPACK, Page A4

Please see DASHBOARD, Page A4
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