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Accused ex-GPD officer was let go by Ruleville PD

Sanford charged in alleged drug trafficking scheme

By GERARD EDIC
Staff Writer

A former Greenwood police officer
whom federal authorities have
accused of participating in a Delta-
wide drug trafficking scheme was
previously let go as an officer from
the Ruleville Police Department af-
ter being accused of assaulting a
prisoner.

Jamario Sanford was one of 20
people apprehended by the FBI on
Oct. 30 during early morning arrest

raids throughout the Delta and Shel-
by County, Tennessee. Fourteen of
these people were members of law
enforcement agencies throughout
the Delta or were employed by those
agencies during the time of the
alleged drug trafficking, federal
authorities say.

This included Sanford, who was an
officer with the Greenwood Police
Department from October 2021 to
May 2022.

Just a day before he was let go, on
May 12, 2022, the Mississippi Board

on Law Enforcement Officer Stan-
dards and Training (BLEOST) held
a certification review hearing for
Sanford that ultimately led to the
cancellation of his certificate, accord-
ing to the board’s minutes of that
meeting.

Operating under the state Depart-
ment of Public Safety, the BLEOST
is responsible for certifying law
enforcement officers throughout Mis-
sissippi as well as establishing train-
ing procedures and standards for
them to follow.

The BLEOST had received an ap-
plication from the Greenwood Police
Department to certify Sanford, who
was hired by Greenwood on Oct. 29,
2021. According to the board, newly
hired officers must complete a
BLEOST-approved basic training
course within one year of their hire
date.

Agencies that continue to employ
uncertified officers can face sanctions
by the BLEOST.

During Sanford’s certification
review hearing, the board was given
information that Sanford was dis-
missed as a Ruleville police officer
“for being out of control when he

opened a jail cell and slapped a pris-
oner twice,” according to the board’s
meeting minutes.

The Ruleville Police Department
had given the BLEOST a video
which showed Sanford entering a jail
cell and allegedly physically assault-
ing a person on a bed and again after
that person stood up.

Specific details about that incident,
including the date and location, are
not provided in the board’s meeting
minutes, and the Ruleville Police
Department could not be reached for
comment.
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Greenwood native,

‘On Christmas Night’

Alicia Dallas
Greenwood Chorale members sing during a rehearsal for their holiday concert at 7 p.m. Dec. 16 at First Presbyterian
Church. From the left at the rear are Ted Macintosh, Steve Edwards, Charles Freeman and Brandon Cash as well as
Becky Palmer in the front.

Greenwood Chorale to perform Tuesday

The Greenwood Chorale soon will
offer the community its special holiday
concert, “On Christmas Night.”

The concert will begin at 7 p.m. Tues-
day at First Presbyterian Church.
Greenwoodian Paul Brown is the
chorale’s director.

Thanks to community sponsors, the
concert is free to all comers. Everyone is

be joined for the perfor-
mance by Dr. Shelley
Buchanan-Garlotte,
solist, and a chamber
ensemble of flute, oboe,
harp, organ and per-
cussion.
Buchanan-Garlotte,
a mezzo-soprano, is a

fessor of voice at Mississippi Valley
State University.

She has appeared with the Baton
Rouge Symphony, Starkville Sympho-
ny, Indiana University Opera Theatre,
Louisiana State University Opera The-
ater, Baton Rouge Opera, University of
Southern Mississippi  Symphony
Orchestra, Utah Festival Opera Co., St.

robbed in DC,
recalls scary day

Sunjay Chawla
says he felt loss
of ‘sense of being’

By TAYLOR THOMPSON
Staff Writer

Just over a year ago, Sunjay
Chawla was robbed at gun-
point in Washington, D.C.

The Greenwood native and
Pillow Academy graduate
remembers it as the most
invasive experience that he’s
ever had.

“For once, I genuinely felt
like I had no control over the
situation,” he said. “I just felt
like my personal space, my
privacy, just my sense of being
was completely taken away in
that moment.”

Chawla, 25, had just

returned to Washington after
the Thanksgiving holiday,
interning on the U.S. Senate
Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship.

It was a bright, sunny
December day in the nation’s

capital at the time of the rob-
bery. The streets were busy
with families and young peo-
ple going about their day.

Amidst the bustle, Chawla
was walking to his apartment
in the NoMa district, carrying
a bag of groceries in one hand
and his phone in the other.

“It was a route that I
walked almost every single
day while I was over there,”
he said. “I was very comfort-
able with it. You could see the
top of the grocery store from
my apartment.”

He turned a street corner,
nearing his apartment, while
talking to his mother, Gauri,
on the phone. He noticed new
tenants were busy moving in.

A car quickly pulled up
behind Chawla as he was
around 50 feet from his apart-
ment. When he turned
around, he saw three young
men staring directly at him
from inside the car.

Before the car came to a
stop, one of the men stepped
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