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Jackson's annual Pride celebra-
tion returns this weekend with three
days of music, comedy, drag perfor-
mances and other events at the Mis-
sissippi Museum of Art and Hal &
Mal's.

Mississippi Capital City Pride's
sixth annual "It's Pride, Y'all!" festi-
val runs Friday, Oct. 16, through Sun-
day, Oct. 18, with the main event
scheduled for Saturday at the Mis-

sissippi Museum of Art.
Saturday's festival, themed "Root-

ed & Rising," is free and open to all
ages. Gates open at noon, with per-
formances and activities scheduled
through the evening.

The lineup includes Jackson co-
median Rita Brent, rapper Yung Jew-
elz, the Jackson Gay Men's Chorus,
local bands, drag performers and
Mia Starr from Season 18 of "Ru-
Paul's Drag Race." Other activities
include a drag story hour, live pod-
cast recording, vendors and a dance
party.

The weekend begins Friday with a
ticketed VIP kickoff party at the mu-
seum. Festivities conclude Sunday
with a Halloween-themed drag
brunch at Hal & Mal's.

VIP weekend passes cost $100.
Admission to Saturday's main festi-
val is free.

For the full schedule and ticket in-
formation, visit Mississippi Capital
City Pride's website.

Charlie Drape is the Jackson beat
reporter. Contact him at
cdrape@gannett.com.Jackson for
the Clarion Ledger.

Spikey Van Dykey performs during the fifth annual It’s Pride Y’all festival on East Capitol Street in Jackson on Sept. 20,
2025. The festival returns Oct. 16-18, for its sixth year, with events planned at the Mississippi Museum of Art and Hal &
Mal’s. AYRTON BRECKENRIDGE/CLARION LEDGER

Jackson’s Capital City Pride
festival returns Oct. 16-18
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TheNissanCafe at theTwoMississip-
pi Museums is getting a new operator,
with veteran Jackson restaurateur John
Tierre taking over the high-profile down-
town space that was previously home to
celebrity chef Nick Wallace.

State and local leaders are scheduled
to hold a ribbon-cutting Friday for the
newNissanCafebyJohnTierreHospital-
ity, a venture that adds another dining
option in Downtown Jackson.

The project is being launched through

a partnership involving the Mississippi
DepartmentofArchivesandHistory,Vis-
it Jackson, the Greater Jackson Chamber
Partnership and others.

“We’re excited towelcomeTierre’s cu-
linary vision to the TwoMississippi Mu-
seums through our partnership with the
Mississippi Department of Rehabilita-
tion Services’ Business Enterprise Pro-
gram,” MDAH Director Barry White said
in a release. “The cafe not only serves our
museum visitors, but it also expands job
opportunities and adds to the vibrant
Downtown Jackson restaurant land-
scape.”

From Farish Street to the museums

For Tierre, the new venture marks an
expansionof ahospitality career that has
largely been synonymous with Down-
town Jackson.

He is best known as the owner of
Johnny T’s Bistro & Blues, the Farish
Street restaurant and entertainment
venue that helped inject new life into
Jackson’s historic Black business district
when it opened in 2015. The restaurant
quickly became one of the district’smost
prominent destinations, combining
Southern cuisine, live music and night-
life at a timewhencity leaders and inves-

tors were searching for signs of momen-
tum on Farish Street.

When Johnny T’s debuted, crowds
packed the venue and overflowed into
the surrounding district. The restaurant
became a symbol of Farish Street’s po-
tential revival and has remained one of
Jackson’s best-known nightlife destina-
tions.

The Nissan Cafe gives Tierre a second
major downtown operation and places
his hospitality company inside one of
Mississippi’smost visible cultural attrac-
tions.

Farish Street restaurateur lands high-profile Jackson museum cafe
Ross Reily
Mississippi Clarion Ledger
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There appears to be little disagree-
ment among Jackson’s city leaders
that data centers need safeguards be-
fore they’re allowed to move forward.

That includes Mayor John Horhn,
who sees the facilities as a potential
source of much-needed revenue for a
city with limited funds available.

“One of the surefire ways to put a
great infusion of cash and resources
back into a community of late is data
centers,” Horhn said in an Oct. 12 one-
on-one interview with the Clarion
Ledger. “So, I would be crazy as amay-
or of this city, which is cash-strapped,
not to at least want to consider data
centers.”

But what those safeguards should
look like, where data centers could be
built andwhen the citymight settle on
permanent rules remain unanswered
questions.

Horhn said he wants to ensure the
facilities do not negatively affect resi-
dents, including through increased
utility costs, noise or environmental
impacts.

“We don’t want the water to be im-
pacted in a negative way. We don’t
want the air quality or noise quality to
be impacted in a negative way,” Horhn
said. “And we don’t want the utility
costs of average citizens who are rate-
payers togoupbecauseadata center is
part of the uses.”

He also suggested developers could
contribute money toward Jackson’s
water and wastewater systems to help
offset potential rate increases. But he
did not identify any specific financial
commitments from developers.

As for where data centers should be
built, Horhn said he has consulted
state officials and private-sector ex-
perts rather than identify suitable lo-
cations himself.

“I have been in contact with folks
who are experts, both at the state level
and the private sector, who have a bet-
ter sense of what’s an appropriate site
for adata center, rather than themayor
saying, ‘oh, I want it over there,’”
Horhn said.

So, what have city leaders done to
move things forward?

Jackson
wants data
center
safeguards
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