
Miss Capital City Jane Granberry waves to the crowd after being named Miss Mississippi 2026 at the Miss Mississippi
competition at the Vicksburg Convention Center in Vicksburg on June 13. CHRIS TODD/SPECIAL TO THE CLARION LEDGER

After months of preparation and
days of competition, a newMissMissis-
sippi was crowned in Vicksburg. Miss
Capital City Jane Granberry won the

2026 Miss Mississippi pageant on June
13.

Despite bright lights shining on each
competitor on the stage, Granberry said
she could see every face in the audience.
That included her parents, two siblings,
countless aunts and friends who filled
in the bleachers along the back of the

Vicksburg Convention Center.
“I feel like I’m floating right now,”

Granberry told theClarionLedger inan
interview after her win. “I don’t have
anadrenaline rush. It’s all kindof sink-
ing in now.”

Granberry crowned
Miss Mississippi
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*Does not include cost of material. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all
current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount.
This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right
to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 6/30/26. **Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation and choose to make a purchase will receive a $100 VISA card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a
contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous
participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that Company may substitute a card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class United
States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of
any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by VISA and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the
gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 6/30/26. License #s: L201900981, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170,
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36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 101588, 32777, BL020003-04-
2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 230005052, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 4523, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170,
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5257, 19486, 1606, 1163, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 2705176457, RCE-47143, 101588, 3753, 2959, 19612, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 397440224, PBR-
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168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-
000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 3753, 2959, 19612, DC-
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RCE-47143, L201900981, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513,
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Warning: This story contains de-
scriptions of suicide in prison.

Danny Austin has been out of pris-
on formore than adecade. These days,
he focuseson lifewithhiswife inNorth
Mississippi andhisworkas a commer-
cial truck driver. It’s not often that he
reflects on his incarceration — espe-
cially the four years he spent in soli-
tary confinement.

Thatwasableak timeat theWilkin-
son County Correctional Facility. He
still remembers the view looking out-
side his single cell. The noises of other
incarceratedmen, sometimes in crisis,
banging on their doors. The smell of
cells that were hardly ever cleaned.

“I’m not bitter about it anymore,”
said the Corinth resident, who was re-
leased from prison after he left soli-
tary.

Restrictive housing, as state correc-
tions officials call it, exists across the
Mississippi prison system, and theuse
of solitary confinement has persisted
across multiple administrations for
decades.

A2024 investigationby theU.S.De-
partment of Justice called the tortur-
ous conditions inside the state’s re-
strictive housing units “breeding
grounds for suicide, self-inflicted inju-
ry, fires, and assaults.”

At least 47 people died by suicide
while in restrictive housing in Missis-
sippi prisons in the past decade, rec-
ords from the Department of

Prison
stories
from
solitary
Mina Corpuz, Daja E. Henry
and Grant McLaughlin
Mississippi Today, Marshall Project and
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The Mississippi Supreme Court
unanimously sided with Attorney Gen-
eral Lynn Fitch in an appeal related to
the welfare fraud scandal, stopping
State Auditor Shad White from suing to
reclaim interest.

The state’s action in the scandal be-
gan in October 2021, whenWhite filed a
demand against Brett Favre, Robert Cu-
lumber and one of Favre’s companies
for the “illegal expenditure of public
funds.”He referred the case toFitch’s of-
fice around a month later when his de-
mand went unmet.

Fitch initially filed suit against 38 de-
fendants in May 2022, nearly six

months afterward, and amended her
complaint inDecember of that year. She
didn’t include the interest on themoney
in her December filing, despite White
including it in his demand, as a “legal
strategy,” according to the Supreme
Court decision released on June 11.

The Attorney General’s litigation is
ongoing, and Favre has not been crimi-
nally charged in the investigation. He

repaid speaking fees of $500,000 to the
state in May 2020 and $600,000 in Oc-
tober 2021.

Favre suedWhite fordefamationover
thecourseof thecaseandWhite, dissat-
isfied with Fitch’s decision to omit the
interest from her suit, filed a counter-
claim to recover themoney and interest.

Court: Auditor White can’t sue in welfare fraud case
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Mississippi State baseball
breaks attendance record
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