Treatment of hearing loss with hearing aids may delay cognitive decline.”

Recent studies have found that treating hearing
loss can support healthy aging and reduce the
risk of cognitive decline by 48% over three years.!
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Former student, parent sue schools

Republic School District faces racial discrimination lawsuit

Marta Mieze
Springfield News-Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Republic School District is facing
another lawsuit alleging the district
failed to address repeated reports of ra-
cial discrimination and harassment,
bullying and concerns that a disability
accommodation plan was not being fol-

lowed. A former Republic student ath-
lete, alongside his mother, are suing the
district and seeking damages for the
harm inflicted.

In a 65-page petition filed against Re-
public schools on Monday, Jan. 12, Ty-
reke Williams and his mother, Alisha
Hornbuckle, claim that throughout Wil-
liams’ high school years, from 2021 to
2025, he continuously faced bullying

based on his race and visual appear-
ance, was called racial slurs, was dis-
criminated against in his role on the
football team, and did not receive the
accommodations afforded to him
through a 504 Plan, a plan that lays out
how a student with disabilities should
be supported.

The lawsuit recounts all four years of
Williams’ time at Republic High School.

The allegations include that Williams,
who is Black, faced harsher treatment
on the football team than his White
counterparts, was called “Tyrone,” was
told by his peers that he was only good
at football because he was Black, was
called a racial slur while other students
referred to Black people in general as
“slaves.” Additionally, he was often
called “chicken legs” and was told that
he had to gain weight to play football,

See LAWSUIT, Page 10A

agents were involved in a second shooting in seven days. LEAH MILLIS/REUTERS

President Trump threatens
Insurrection Act in MN

Second ICE shooting
in 7 days raises tensions
Christopher Cann, Thao Nguyen

and Jeanine Santucci
USA TODAY

President Donald Trump on Jan.15
threatened to invoke the Insurrection
Act, which would give him power to de-

SL-43231107

ploy armed forces domestically, as ten-
sions ratcheted up yet further in Minne-
sota following a second shooting involv-
ing a federal agent.

The agent shot a person in the leg in
Minneapolis on Jan.14 after allegedly
being assaulted during an arrest, the
Department of Homeland Security said.

“If the corrupt politicians of Minne-
sota don’t obey the law and stop the pro-
fessional agitators and insurrectionists
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from attacking the Patriots of I.C.E.,
who are only trying to do their job, I
will institute the INSURRECTION
ACT,” Trump wrote in a Truth Social
post.

Trump’s threat followed another
night of clashes between protesters
and federal agents in Minneapolis. Lo-
cal media reported that hundreds of

See INSURRECTION, Page 3A
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More than a hundred people
participated in the annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Day march through
Downtown Springfield on Jan. 20,
2025. NATHAN PAPES/SPRINGFIELD

NEWS-LEADER

Springfield’s
2026 MLK
March
planned

for Jan. 19

Marta Mieze
Springfield News-Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

In honor of Martin Luther King Jr.
Day on Monday, Jan. 19, several or-
ganizations are holding events across
Springfield to celebrate and connect
with community. Here’s all you need to
know to recognize the holiday locally.

Annual NAACP MLK March

As in years past, the local chapter of
the NAACP will host a march in center
city to honor and celebrate Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s legacy and uplift the lo-
cal community. The march will begin
at the Brightspeed Ice Park, at 635 E.
Trafficway St., at 8:30 a.m. and con-
clude at the Gillioz Theater. Compli-
mentary donuts and coffee will be

See MARCH, Page 10A
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