
Ready for a real estate
search with real results?
Search beyond the usual suspects and find
the homes that truly fit.

Discover more at
addressUSA.com

The next move is yours.

Volume 135 | No. 217
Subscribe 800-695-2005
©2025 $3.49 QEAJAB-42035u

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2025 | NEWS-LEADER.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
news-leader.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and
sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

Missouri State
falls to SMU
in home opener
SPORTS, 1B

As the latest attempt to rezone the
northwest corner of National Avenue
and Sunshine Street came before the
Springfi�eld Planning & Zoning Commis-
sion, the vote came the closest to ap-
proval since developers fi�rst pitched
their plans in 2022.

Commissioners were split down the
middle in a 4-4 vote at its Thursday,
Sept. 11, meeting as developers asked to
rezone eight lots from residential to of-
fi�ce use.
Plans for the corner have changed

several times over the course of three
years. In the newest version, developers
with Be Kind & Merciful have cut back

Commission split on
University Heights plan

A group of University Heights residents attend the Springfi�eld Planning & Zoning Commission meeting Sept. 11 on the
latest iteration of the request to rezone the corner of National Avenue and Sunshine Street.
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Vote on latest rezoning attempt a 4-4 tie
Marta Mieze
Springfi�eld News-Leader
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See REZONING, Page 5A

Humorist and former professional
golfer David Fehertywill openMissou-
ri State University’s 22nd annual Pub-
lic Aff�airs Conference with a talk the
evening of Sept. 16.
Feherty’s keynote speech, and the

rest of the conference, is free and open
to the public.
This year’s theme is “Resilient Peo-

ple, Resilient Future.”
“Our focus on resilience is timely

because of the constant and unpre-
dictable challengeswe face. Resilience
is not just about bouncing back, but
moving forward,” said Tina Liang,
public aff�airs fellow, conference chair
and professor in the School of Hospi-
tality andAgricultural Leadership, in a
news release.
“Open conversations about resil-

ience help people adapt, maintain
well-being, reduce stigma around
struggles and build the fl�exibility

See CONFERENCE, Page 6A
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5 speakers
stand out
this year
Claudette Riley
Springfi�eld News-Leader
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David Feherty, a former professional
golfer turned acclaimed broadcaster
and bestselling author, will speak this
fall on the Missouri State campus.
PROVIDED BY MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

Springfi�eld city leaders for several
months have talked about starting a
new survey of historic buildings — up-
datingadocument last compiled in1986.

Earlier this year, the City Council set
aside $30,000 from the previous year’s
carryover budget to update portions of
the survey. Because updating the entire
survey would be too costly, city leaders,
with guidance from city staff�, decided to
focus onupdating theWalnut Street and
Commercial Street historic districts.

At a March Plans and Policies Com-
mitteemeeting, staff�noted that the sur-
vey process has been revised since 1986
and the update would allow for a better
understanding of the current state of
older buildings. Collin Quigley, who at
the time was interim city manager, said
withnearly 30years passed, there could

be several buildings that may not have
qualifi�ed as historic then but could now.
But during a committee meeting on

Sept. 10, Planning & Development Di-
rector Steve Childers presented a new
proposal that would reverse that plan.

See SURVEY, Page 3A
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City limits scope of new survey
Marta Mieze
Springfi�eld News-Leader
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An empty lot at Sunshine Street and
National Avenue is seen on Sept. 5.
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