20% Thicker One-Piece
Aluminum

Liquid
System Adhesion

{g; % Leafguard

Get it today. Protected for life.

Say goodbye, to

good!

15% Off
Total Purchase”

Offer ends 5/31/2024

Receive $50 Visa card
with your FREE
in-home estimate

Call now for your free estimate!

417.501.0052

Financing available

http://leafg I
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awarded the Good

Housekeeping Seal

of Approval for 16
straight years.

2.info
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No Pest Parties,

No Clogging, E .
No Cleaning, '
No Water Damage, No Ladder Accidents

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless
gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a ife partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo D and be legally able
to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated ies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former Company customers, Card may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via
first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the

SCAN ME FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 5/31/2024 .

SPRINGFIELD

NEWS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 2024 | NEWS-LEADER.COM

| EADER

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Agape Boarding School sued

Former student alleges violation of act prohibiting servitude

Susan Szuch
Springfield News-Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

A new federal lawsuit alleges that a
now-closed Stockton boarding school
violated a former student’s constitu-
tional rights.

Rebecca Randles, of Randles, Mata
LLC, is representing former student P.H.
The case is filed against not only Agape
Boarding School, but also former dean
Brent Jackson, former medical director
Scott Dumar and former staff members
Julio Sandoval, John Wilke and Robert

Graves. The case also lists Cedar County
Sheriff James McCrary for his failure to
take action despite “reports of abuse oc-
curring at (Agape).”

The complaint, filed May 16, alleges
that while P.H. was at Agape, he did not
receive education and was instead per-
forming forced labor including excavat-
ing and clearing space for a new build-
ing. It also says that on one occasion,
Sandoval and Jackson “beat P.H. sense-
less.”

The lawsuit asks for eight counts to
be levied against the defendants, in-
cluding violation of a U.S. code that pro-

hibits human trafficking, slavery, inden-
tured servitude and peonage.

Agape and its staff not only trans-
ported students across state lines, but
they engaged in threats of force and
physical restraint as well as the use of
force to obtain labor from students
there, including P.H., according to court
records. The lawsuit identifies this as
peonage, where someone is worked by
lawless methods against their will “for
the purpose of compelling him to dis-
charge real or alleged obligations.”

The lawsuit also alleges that in order
to keep students on campus, “staff often

wrote kids up for things that were un-
true in order to scare parents into keep-
ing them at Agape.”

Randles is asking for a jury trial in
this case as well as damages.

Request for comment for Agape Bap-
tist Church’s legal representation has
not yet been answered.

Despite closure, Agape
continues to gather lawsuits

Investigators began looking into the
Stockton-based Christian reform school
in 2021due to abuse allegations. On Jan.
20, 2023, it closed “solely due to the lack

See AGAPE, Page 2A
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The 112-year-old Green Bridge, which crosses the Finley River near Ozark in Christian County, has been closed by the
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Missouri Department of Transportation after an inspection rated the bridge a 2 on a 10-point scale.

NATHAN PAPES/SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER

City aims to preserve
Green Bridge as part of
new OzarKk trails system

Tony Madden
Springfield News-Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

After Green Bridge was closed to traf-
fic earlier this year due to safety con-
cerns identified by state inspectors,
Christian County and the city of Ozark
are working to save one of the area’s
most historically significant bridges.

According to Jeremy Parsons, public
works director for Ozark, a letter of in-
terest has been submitted to Great River
Engineering to explore the idea of reus-

“We’re remaining positive
that we can incorporate this
into our trail system and
preserve the historical and
cultural aspects that that
bridge brings to our
community.”

Jeremy Parsons
Ozark public works director

ing Green Bridge. The city has several
work sessions planned with Christian
County staff to explore the idea of pre-

serving Green Bridge in place as a
crossing exclusively for bikes and pe-
destrians.

Green Bridge was built in1912 by the
Canton Bridge Company of Canton,
Ohio. It was built over the Finley River
on property belonging to Calvin Green,
according to a plat map from 1912. The
8-foot-wide bridge was originally in-
tended for horse and buggy traffic. It
has since been the site of picnics, wed-
dings, baptisms, float trips and other
family outings.

Even driving over the bridge had be-
come an activity of local interest — un-
til it was closed in February. With a rat-
ing of 3 on MoDOT’s 10-point bridge

See BRIDGE, Page 5A

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
news-leader.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and

sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

What to
know about
avian flu
outbreak

Susan Szuch
Springfield News-Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

Across the nation, the avian flu out-
break has impacted more than 92 mil-
lion poultry in 48 states, according to
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. On May 22, a second case
of cattle-to-human avian flu was iden-
tified in Michigan.

While there have been some avian
flu cases in Missouri poultry, there
have been no cattle or human cases.
The last reported poultry outbreaks in
Missouri were in February, according
to the Missouri Department of Agricul-
ture.

Additionally, nine states have re-
ported outbreaks of the avian flu in
cattle, with 58 herds across the U.S.
impacted. There also have been more
than 9,000 cases detected in wild birds
in 50 jurisdictions.

Is H5NI dangerous to people?

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, there
have been two cattle-to-human trans-
mission cases: One in Texas and one in
Michigan. The most recent one was
announced May 22, with the first hap-
pening in the beginning of April.

So far, humans infected have only

See AVIAN FLU, Page 6A

Chickens are on display at a 4-H fair.
The avian flu outbreak has impacted
more than 92 million poultry in 48
states, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
MIKE LAWRENCE/COURIER & PRESS FILE
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