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While the city of Joplin’s public 
works staff is deep into planning to 
replace the Sixth Street parking lot 
and garage along Virginia Avenue, 
a longtime local business owner 
says she did not get the answers she 
sought at a recent meeting on the 
project.

Linda Williams said she wants 
more information from the city 
before the project starts.

Williams, accompanied by her 
brother, Steve Williams, owners of 
the Club 609 restaurant, on Monday 
told the Joplin City Council that the 
business opened in September 1990. 
After 36 years of operating, “We 
remain a gathering place for families, 
friends and neighbors and a source 
of employment for our employees,” 
Linda Williams said.

She told the council that the 

Reporting the news for 130 years

FINAL LEG OF STREETSCAPE A WELCOME SIGHT. A3 | READY FOR HOOPS? B1
NOVEMBER 7-8, 2026  joplinglobe.com • $3.50WEEKEND EDITION

Vol. 131, No. 69

INDEX: Celebration of Life, A2 | Weather, A3 | Opinion, A4 |  Family Fun, A8 |  Sports, B1, 6, 8 |  Classified, B7

DEBBY WOODIN
DWOODIN @JOPLINGLOBE.COM

A business is going in on the $375 
million mixed-use Prospect Vil-
lage property located south of 20th 
Street and along Geneva Avenue.

City officials have activated a sec-
tion of the land and a corresponding 
taxing district for a dental office 
that is to be built south of the Planet 
Fitness and Home Depot area.

The Joplin City Council this 

week approved activation of what 
is referred to as “Project 6” of the 
Prospect Village development plan. 
That is a tax increment finance dis-
trict where the dental office is to 
built.

A TIF plan had previously been 
presented by Prospect Village 
developer Woodsonia Real Estate 
of Omaha, Nebraska.

A TIF district is a method in 
which governments can tax proper-
ties by adopting a baseline value for 
the collection of property and sales 
taxes that will go to taxing insti-
tutions such as schools, local and 
county governments. As the value 

of the property grows, increased 
tax revenue pays for needed 
improvements such as roads, sew-
ers and other infrastructure. Those 
improvements will be constructed 
on a pay-as-you-go basis, which 
means that as the development gen-
erates revenue from increased taxes 
the developer will be reimbursed for 
development costs.

The entirety of Prospect Village is 
planned to include an indoor sports 
complex of 135,000 square feet, two 
outdoor turf fields, a hotel, retail 
stores, apartment buildings and a 
public park.

There has been discussion that a 

new grocery store is being sought 
for the development and that retail 
sites are to be developed on the 
property where the former Red, Hot 
and Blue restaurant operated.

Much of the property was where 
the former International Paper Co. 
was located. Part of the property 
has to be environmentally cleaned 
where the paper company treated 
wood poles with creosote.

Earlier this year, the Joplin Sports 
Authority and others worked on 
adjustments to the indoor layout 
and furnishings for the sports com-
plex.
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The Southwest Missouri Mountain 
Biking Team celebrated a success-
ful 2026 season with an awards 
ceremony and a night ride at the 
MOmentum Bike Park on Thursday.

About 60 parents and riders 
came to the pavilion at the park to 
celebrate the children who put in 

the time to ride and train for the 
five big races they had in 2026.

“I want to start out and say, 
thank you, thank you, thank you 
to all of our riders,” said Christina 
Williams, team director of the 
SWMO Mountain Biking Team. 
“You guys did awesome this year. 
You grew as riders, you grew as 
teammates and as friends, and I 
just ... I’m so happy and proud of 

all of you guys.”
All 36 members of the team 

received an award at Thursday’s 
end-of-season event. 

Four of the team’s riders have 
one more ride at the National 
Interscholastic Cycling Associa-
tion’s Central Regionals, which is 
made up of 12 states in the middle 
of the U.S. That race will be held on 
Sunday in Fayetteville, Arkansas.

Head coach Jake Souder said the 
team has 36 members from sixth 
grade through high school and 
they’re from all over the area.

Souder said the team practices 
two or three times a week at either 
MOmentum Bike Park in Joplin or 
the High Ground Bike Preserve in 
Neosho.

Prospect Village site to get new business
Dental office planned 

for construction
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Members of the Southwest Missouri Mountain Biking Team held an end-of-season celebration on Thursday that included a night ride.

Downtown 
business 

owner has 
concerns 

over project
Club 609 owner wants 

access and safety during 
construction for city’s 
parking garage project
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Linda Williams of Club 609 in 
Joplin has expressed concerns 
with city offi cials about a city 
parking garage project.

Inside today
Check out The Joplin Globe’s 
special Veterans Day section 
with stories, essays and more 
beginning on page C1.
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One day is not enough
WILL IAM KENNELL
Trinity Lutheran School

O
ne day is not enough. 
Only one day! One 
day to remember 

the massive sacrifices made 
by our veterans. One day 
to remember all that they 
gave for this country. If one 
day is all we get, we should 
do everything we can to 
make it truly dedicated to 
remembering and honoring 
our veterans.

My community in Monett 
does this in lots of differ-
ent ways. The public school 
hosts different programs 
and assemblies to honor 
those who served. Scott 
Regional Technology Center 
also hosts a free lunch for 
veterans. The city also boasts 
Freedom Silo, a 55-foot-tall 
grain silo painted with a 
35-foot-tall bald eagle and 
a sweeping American flag. 
This monument serves 
as a patriotic reminder of 
our country and service 
members. Flags are placed 
at the headstones of those 
who served as a small way 
to remember their massive 
sacrifice.

“Nothing can ever 

come close to 

enough to repay 

our veterans for 

their bravery and 

dedication.”

Our school community at 
Trinity Lutheran School in 
Freistatt celebrates veter-
ans with an assembly. The 
assembly includes songs, 
speeches, a White Table 
Ceremony, a Quilts of Valor 
ceremony, and small gifts 
and cards made by students. 
The town also publicly rec-
ognizes our service mem-
bers by lining the street 
with flags. Most recently, the 
town’s church hosted a spe-
cial concert in September 
to honor our history, our 
country, and our veterans.

In these communities, we 
honor our veterans in many 
different ways. Though even 
with these many celebra-

tions, I feel that more should 
be done to recognize their 
dedication and service to 
our country. Not enough 
veterans get the recognition 
they deserve. To fix this, 
towns could host Veterans 
Day parades, create monu-
ments dedicated to service 
members, or extend the 
amount of time that we 
recognize veterans. All of 
these changes would allow 
more people to reflect on 
the sacrifices made by our 
service members for a lon-
ger amount of time.

To conclude, on this one 
day that we get to honor 
veterans, it is extremely 
important to do everything 
we can to remember their 
service. We can do this with 
special assemblies, cer-
emonies, monuments, and 
parades. But even with all 
these different recognitions, 
nothing can ever come close 
to enough to repay our vet-
erans for their bravery and 
dedication. Finally, as James 
Allen beautifully put it, No 
duty is more urgent than 
that of returning thanks.

BY KIMBERLY BARKER
news@joplinglobe.com 

S
ince Charlie 22 
Outdoors was created 
in 2017, countless vet-

erans have told its executive 
director, Scotty Hettinger, 
that they no longer wanted 
to end their lives, that they 
still have meaningful experi-
ences to look forward to and 
they believe they’re being 
welcomed home by family.

Charlie 22’s mission is 
to provide outdoor activi-
ties — mostly hunts — to 
veterans with the goal of 
showing them there is hope, 
love and personal meaning 
in faith. Based in Webb City, 
the nonprofit covers all costs 
associated with outdoor 
trips for veterans, including 
travel, lodging, food, tags, 
guides, taxidermy and meat 
processing.

Hettinger, a self-dubbed 
“Army brat” who was raised 
in a military family, said 
his father’s service inspired 
him to support U.S. vet-
erans across the country, 

especially those dealing 
with mental and physical 
issues in the aftermath of 
their service. His father, Jess 
Webster Hettinger III, was a 
soldier and a Sergeant First 
Class who enlisted in 1970. 
He became a drill instruc-
tor at Charlie Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 2nd Brigade in 
Fort Leonard Wood.

The name “Charlie 22,” 
pays homage to Hettinger’s 
father’s company while also 
highlighting the roughly 22 
American military veterans 
who die by suicide each 
day. Studies by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs in recent years have 
varied in finding between 
20 and 22 average veteran 
suicides a day.

“When a veteran hears 
Charlie 22 Outdoors, they 
know it has something to 
do with the military and 
veterans,” Hettinger said. “My 
father was a soldier through 
and through. He always 
told me that my options 
were military or a scholar-
ship, and I was able to play 
basketball on a scholarship. 

After I was paralyzed (in 
a car accident) in 1990, I 
taught and I coached, but I 
always had this passion for 
the military.”

In July 2017, Hettinger 
had been diagnosed with a 
serious infection and was 
scheduled for surgery in 
September. After surgery, 
the doctors told him how 
severe the infection was 
and how close he was to 
dying. Hettinger described 
being called by God to 
pursue something bigger 
than himself, which led to 
the creation of Charlie 22 
Outdoors.

“There was a bigger pur-
pose for me to be around, 
and I kept feeling God 
saying to work with the mili-
tary,” said Hettinger. “While 
all of this is going on, my 
wife and I were approved 
to be hosts for To Catch A 
Dream Foundation, which 
takes kids with illnesses on 
hunting and fishing events 
around the United States. 
This was already in place, 
and we were supposed 
to do our first event in 

November of that year, but 
I had surgery. I kept feeling 
this nudge to the military 
the entire time. I went to the 
church in October, and our 
pastor was preaching Joshua 
1:9, and that verse says, 
‘Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and coura-
geous. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be 
with you wherever you go.’ 
And I knew right then that 
this was going to happen. 
I didn’t know what it was 
going to look like, where it 
was going to be or even the 
name. I had no idea. All I 
knew was that I was going 
to work with the military.”

Hettinger uses God’s 
influence to fuel his purpose 
with Charlie 22 Outdoors, 
which has touched the lives 
of hundreds of veterans. 
Over the past nine years, the 
nonprofit has hosted events 
in Alaska, Montana, West 
Virginia, North Dakota and 
across the Four-State Area.

“It’s amazing to see what’s 
happened over the years,” 
said Hettinger. “There are 

so many stories about how 
God has brought people 
into our lives. A year ago in 
October, we had our very 
first couples deer hunt for 
veterans and their wives. We 
received over 300 applica-
tions for that event, and 
there were only three spots.”

In its first year, Charlie 22 
Outdoors had 18 guests for 
three events. The nonprofit 
continues to grow today. 
Veterans have traveled 
from every corner of the 
United States including 
Alaska, Washington, Hawaii, 
California, Maine, Michigan, 
Florida and Puerto Rico.

“We reach over 1,000 
a year now to our events, 
devotions, the expos, Bible 
studies and prayer groups,” 
said Hettinger. “It’s amazing.”

About two months ago, 
10 volunteers and veterans 
with Charlie 22 Outdoors 
traveled to South Africa for 
a safari where they hunted, 
processed the meat and fed 
villages. Money was raised 
to sponsor six children to 
attend a Christian school.

Hettinger said veter-
ans have overcome their 
battles with depression and 
thoughts of suicide after 
leaving a group trip.

“I had a veteran tell me 
that he’s had every decision 
in his entire life made for 
him, and that he retired in 
October after 33 years of 
being in the military where 
he graduated high school 
and joined boot camp a 
week later,” he said. “Every 
decision in the military 
was made for him, and he 
has been suicidal without 
purpose since he retired. He 
told me, ‘I’m going home 
now with a renewed sense 
of purpose.’”

Charlie 22 Outdoors is 
also planning to go deep 
sea fishing in the Pacific 
Ocean in Alaska next year. 
There are more than 100 
events listed on their annual 
calendar.

For more information 
or to apply for upcoming 
events, visit charlie22out-
doors.com.

S E R V I N G  T H O S E  W H O  S E R V E D 

Charlie 22 Outdoors provides veterans 
with camaraderie, hope, purpose

Jeremy Kitchingham hoists a trout caught at a Charlie 22 Outdoors event, Operation Roaring River, in 2021.
Courtesy | Charlie 22

One of the latest Charlie 22 events was Operation Mandan Pheasant for veterans last month.Courtesy | Charlie 22
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Let their stories live on
OLIVIA E IDSON
Carl Junction High School

I
n Joplin, Missouri, every 
November a tradition 
has been carried out for 

nearly four decades. Joplin’s 
annual Veterans Day parade 
is a meaningful tribute to 
our veterans. Flags wave, 
brass instruments play, and 
local organizations advertise 
their products and services. 
This parade is the largest pa-
rade in the region. It values 
our veterans in a way that is 
substantial and purposeful, 
giving inspiration and honor 
to those who have served 
for our beautiful country. 
Various ROTC programs 
walk the parade, show-
ing their respect to Joplin 
veterans in attendance. This 
recognition gives our veter-
ans hope, pride, and allows 
us, as citizens, to show our 
gratitude for their service.

“A parade ac-

knowledges vet-

erans for one day, 

but displaying 

their lives, memo-

ries, and stories 

honors them for 

generations to 

come.”

I believe that in the com-
ing years, Joplin should 
incorporate something to 
honor the legacy of our 
veterans. The idea I present 
is to collect stories, photo-
graphs, and memories from 
veterans and display them 
publicly. Each and every 
veteran has their own story, 
and sometimes the lives 

of others are never fully 
understood until we are 
introduced to something we 
can relate with. By sharing 
these stories, people can 
understand that veterans 
are more than just people to 
commemorate, but that they 
are parents, grandparents, 
neighbors, and friends who 
have given up so much for 
our freedom.

Joplin already has a 
meaningful tradition to 
recognize our faithful 
veterans, but we should 
never stop looking for ways 
to show our appreciation 
to those who put their lives 
on the line for us. A parade 
acknowledges veterans for 
one day, but displaying their 
lives, memories, and stories 
honors them for genera-
tions to come. Their service 
helped shape our history, 
and their stories should be a 
part of our future.

READ 
THEM ALL

Do you know a student who submitted their essay? 
You can read all of the entered essays online at 
www.joplinglobe.com/veterans-essays
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The Missouri Public Service Com-
mission has set a Nov. 23 deadline 
to intervene in a rate case filed by 
Spire earlier this week seeking to 
increase its natural gas base rates.

On Nov. 2, Spire filed with the 
PSC for approval of a net increase 
in annual base rate revenues of 
about $208.56 million, which Spire 
states will result in an increase for 
an average residential customer of 
about $10 per month, or 11%, for its 

Spire West service area, and $13 per 
month, or 15%, for its Spire East ser-
vice area.

Spire supplies natural gas ser-
vices to approximately 1.2 million 
customers in Missouri.

Joplin-area counties served by 
Spire are in the Spire West service 
area.

“Our focus is on safely and reli-
ably delivering affordable natural 
gas service to more than 1.2 mil-
lion Missouri customers,” Steve 
Mills, Spire Missouri president, 
said in a statement on the compa-

ny’s website. “Since our last rate 
case, we’ve continued to modernize 
and upgrade our system, benefiting 
customers with enhanced reliability 
and fueling economic growth and 
job creation. We are fortunate to be 
both a trusted energy provider and 
a trusted community partner across 
Missouri.”

Spire has invested nearly $808 
million since its last rate case to 
maintain and modernize its Mis-
souri natural gas system, enhancing 
safety and reliability of its dis-
tribution system while reducing 

emissions, according to the state-
ment.

Spire offers programs to help 
vulnerable customers dispropor-
tionately affected by rate increasers. 
The utility states it connected Mis-
souri customers with nearly $14 
million in federal, state and Spire 
energy assistance funding in fiscal 
2026. Customers who are struggling 
may find more information about 
assistance by calling 211 or online 
at spireenergy.com/assistance.

PSC sets deadline to intervene in Spire rate case

Mountain bike team celebrates successful season with party, night ride
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