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What could
Missouri’s
rotation look
like next season?
SPORTS, 1B

PROTECTS YOUR HOME AGAINST

*This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end
any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 5/31/26. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 Visa card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless
gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice
prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 5/31/26. License #s: L201900981, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 25461, 168338,
9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 101588, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051,
29210, 4322, 230005052, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 4523, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, WV055024, 005071, & 3466, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 0663233, 191456, GC-48219, GEN22-36941, 5257, 19486, 1606, 1163, 00008036, 1000724543,
196498, 2705176457, RCE-47143, 101588, 3753, 2959, 19612, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 397440224, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 6258, 23SFL-GC-0404, DC-052200604, 2622450, HICN 0204113, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF00000807, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633,
498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023- 836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, PBR-00011734, PBR- 00011733, NBF-00000807, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 3753, 2959, 19612, DC-052200604,
2622450, HICN â€“ 0204113, 223377, BUS-12412021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, R7484, 101588, 2705176457, RCE-47143, L201900981, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035,
66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 223377, BUS-1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, 7484, RCE47143, 275054, IR796203, 19486, 1606, 1163, 126357, 13VH09010100, LC8336, 2015605717, 11650889-5501.

573.525.9280

We can only offer these
special savings until
5/31/26, so call today

Scan for
a FREE
Estimate

Clean up your home, we’ll
give you $500 for your old

gutters toward the purchase
of a Leafguard system.*

+
Receive a

$100 Visa card
with your FREE in-home estimate**

The Columbia City Council in a
work session Monday will start to
look at rate changes for various city
utilities.

Presentations will focus on solid
waste and sewer rate recommenda-
tions based on a cost-of-service
study, while the council also will re-
view any updates on electric and wa-
ter rates, as well.

Proposed solid waste rate changes
are in preparation for building a new
Materials Recovery Facility for recy-
cling to replace the one destroyed in
the April 20, 2025, tornado. Other rate
changes are meant to ensure utility
cash reserves are maintained. A sew-
er rate change could bring down the
base rate fee, but have changes to vol-
umetric usage fee.

Typical yearly increases for water
and electric also are planned.

During the regular meeting Mon-
day the council also will revisit a bill
related to a public safety sales tax bal-
lot measure, which was tabled at the
May 4 meeting. If approved, a 1%
sales tax question for the purposes of
funding public safety in Columbia will
go on the Aug. 4 ballot for Columbia
voters.

The council also will consider issu-
ing an administrative delay on ap-
proving or processing permits for data
centers allowing more time for city
staff to establishing zoning and per-
mitting rules on their construction.

An air services agreement with Al-
legiant Air to provide a direct flight
from Columbia Regional Airport,
which includes a revenue guarantee
of $82,000 from transportation sales
tax funding, also is on the agenda.
The conservative Goldwater Institute
recently warned the city that a previ-
ous agreement with American Air-
lines violates the state constitution,
though the city has said it is following
all applicable laws with regard to rev-
enue guarantees in the air service
agreements.

A 2026 budget amendment will
open up funds for the construction
costs for North Village Park at 210 Orr
St. The council will vote on the
amendment.

Council
meetings
will cover
utility rates,
airline deal
Charles Dunlap
Columbia Daily Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

The Boone County Jail is housing
more and more offenders, prompting
Boone County Sheriff Dwayne Carey to
seek an adjustment to a county sales

tax to raise revenue for a new jail build-
ing.

The Boone County Commission will
hold a public hearing at 9:30 a.m. May
19 in the commission chambers at the
Boone County Government Center at
801E.Walnut St. in Columbia on the re-
quest to place a 3/8-cent Proposition L

sales tax enhancement question on
Aug. 4 ballot.

The Boone County Jail has capacity
to hold 190 offenders and its current
roster, as of May 5, was 392—meaning
many individuals are being held at 12

County commission plans hearing
on a possible jail construction tax
Charles Dunlap
Columbia Daily Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See TAX, Page 3A

Americans’ concerns about being
able to afford electricity and home heat-
ing fuel havebeen elevated since the be-
ginning of the Iran war. But recently re-
leasednationwide data shows that even
before the war began, these concerns
were widespread, long-standing and
getting worse faster than the data can
reflect.

The information is from preliminary
reports based on the Residential Energy
Consumption Survey, a representative

In 2020, 20.1% of households earning between $60,000 and $100,000 reported experiencing problems affording their
energy. In 2024, 32.1% of those households did – a 12 percentage point increase. GETTY IMAGES

RISING
COSTS

Data: 1 in 3 households struggles to pay energy bills
Diana Hernández
Columbia University

THE CONVERSATION

See ENERGY, Page 3A

Seniors have
historically been
among the most
protected from high
energy bills, partly by
programs to assist
with energy costs
and partly because
wealth usually peaks
in later life. Even so,
the share of older
Americans
experiencing energy
insecurity climbed to
1 in 4 in 2024 from
roughly 1 in 5 in 2020.
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