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State’s uninsured rate climbing

Kids are especially hard hit as number of
children without insurance jumps 70%.

By CHRISTOPHER SNOWBECK
The Minnesota Star Tribune

State officials’ best estimate
for the number of Minneso-
tans who lack health insur-
ance climbed 55% from 2023
to 2025, a worrisome jump for
cash-strapped patients and a
health care system already con-

cerned about further coverage
losses from Medicaid cuts on the
horizon.

The increase apparently was
driven by cuts in public health
insurance coverage. And it
didn’t spare kids.

The estimated number of
children ages 18 and younger
lacking health insurance grew

to about 62,000 — a striking
72% increase from two years
earlier, according to survey data
released Tuesday, March 10, by
the Minnesota Department of
Health.

Overall, the state’s uninsured
rate increased from an all-time
low of 3.8% in 2023 to 5.8% in
2025. That translated to roughly
328,000 Minnesotans lacking
insurance in the waning months
of last year, when respondents
filled out the surveys.

“It’s definitely a substantial
increase from a time when Min-
nesota enjoyed highrates of cov-
erage,” said Stefan Gildemeister,
the state’s health economist.

More people going without
health insurance coverage cre-
ates greater health and financial
risks for residents and health
care providers.

The cost of getting health
care has become so expensive
that uninsured patients are
more likely in many cases to skip

care than take on medical debt,
putting them at risk of worse
and more costly health prob-
lems down the road. Hospitals
and clinics, in turn, have greater
financial risks as more patients
lack coverage for medical bills
and turn to hospital charity care
programs.

The Health Department has
been publishing reports on the
state’s uninsured rate for more
thanadecade, based onsurveys
taken every other year. The new

numbers show Hispanic and
Black Minnesotans, as well as
lower-income state residents,
were again more likely to go
without health insurance.
“The sharp increase in unin-
sured Minnesotans over the past
two years is deeply disturbing,
as are the long-standing dis-
parities in the uninsured rate
by race/ethnicity and income
that continue to persist,” Min-
nesota Health Commissioner
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Iran targets ships, Dubai airpor

Aman carries a child on the beach as oil tankers and cargo ships line up in the Strait of Hormuz near Khor Fakkan, United Arab Emirates, on Wednesday, March 11.

Oil facilities also targeted as
eCconomic concerns mount

By JON GAMBRELL, SAM
MEDNICK and DAVID RISING
The Associated Press

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIR-
ATES - Iran fired upon commer-
cial ships on Wednesday and
targeted Dubai International
Airport, escalating a campaign
of bottling up the oil-rich Per-
sian Gulf as global energy con-
cerns mounted and American
and Israeli airstrikes pounded
the Islamic Republic.

Iran’s response to the sur-
prise Israeli and U.S. bombard-
ment thatstarted 12 days ago has
upended trade routes, choked
supplies of fuel and fertilizer

coming out of the Gulf and
threatened air traffic through
one of the world’s most-traveled
regions. Both sides have dugin,
hoping to outlast the other.
Iran’s new supreme leader,
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei,
was wounded at the start of the
war —onthe day when his father
and predecessor, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, was killed in an
Israeli airstrike, an Israeli intel-
ligence assessment has found.
AnIsraeliintelligence official
and a reservist with knowledge
ofthe assessment spoke on con-
dition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to
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Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth says school strike
is under investigation.

‘Entertainment’
White House war videos
are condemned. A5

Miscalculations
Trump, advisers down-
played energy risks. A8

Oil reserves
Record volume of emer-
gency stores released. A1l

Military report faults U.S.
for deadly strike on school

By JULIAN E. BARNES,

ERIC SCHMITT, TYLER PAGER,
MALACHY BROWNE and HELENE
COOPER -« The New York Times

WASHINGTON — An ongo-
ing military investigation has
determined that the United
States is responsible for a
deadly Tomahawk missile
strike on an Iranian elemen-
tary school, according to U.S.
officials and others familiar
with the preliminary findings.

The Feb. 28 strike on the
Shajarah Tayyebeh elemen-
tary school building was the
result of a targeting mistake
by the U.S. military, which
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ALTAF QADRI - The Associated Press

was conducting strikes on an
adjacent Iranian base of which
the school building was for-
merly a part, the preliminary
investigation found. Officers
at U.S. Central Command cre-
ated the target coordinates for
the strike using outdated data
provided by the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, people briefed

on the investigation said.
Officials emphasized that
the findings are preliminary
and that there are important
unanswered questions about
why the outdated information
had notbeen double-checked.
Striking a school full of
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Organizer
urges end
to Target
boycott

Effort began after the
retailer scaled back
diversity initiatives.

By CARSON HARTZOG
The Minnesota Star Tribune

A key organizer is calling for
an end to the yearlong national
boycott of Target, after the
retailer’s executives agreed
to fulfill a previous diversity
pledge.

The Rev. Jamal Bryant,
one of the faith leaders who
led the movement, made the
announcement Wednesday,
March 11, at a news conference
at the National Press Club in
Washington alongside former
Ohiostate Sen. Nina Turner and
activist Tamika Mallory.

“We are claiming victory,”
Bryant said. “We’ve got to cel-
ebrate small steps.”

In a statement, Minneapolis-
based Target said it is “pleased
to be moving forward” and
will “continue showing up as
trusted neighbors while deliv-
ering results for ... team mem-
bers, guests and the more than
2,000 communities” it serves.

The announcement, how-
ever, exposed fractures within
the activist movement, which
had pulled together groups
with different approaches.
Turner and Mallory said they
would continue pressing for a
publicapology from Target CEO
Michael Fiddelke.

In Minneapolis, activist
Nekima Levy Armstrong issued
a statement saying the boycott
will continue “until meaning-
ful commitments to diver-
sity, equity and inclusion are
restored.”

The boycott began in early
2025 after the company scaled
back some diversity initiatives
amid pressure from the White
House. The changes came sev-
eral years after Target strength-
ened its diversity, equity and
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Citing ‘trade secrets, U
won't reveal athlete pay

By ALEXANDRA DEYOE
For the Minnesota Star Tribune

The University of Minnesota
isrefusingtorelease either indi-
vidual or team-by-team details
about how it’s directly paying
student athletes.

Citing privacy and trade
secrets, university officials
refused repeated data requests
from the Minnesota Star Tri-
bune that aimed to understand
how the schoolis compensating
athletes after the historic House
v. NCAA settlement, which lets

schools pay $20.5 million to its
athletes this year. The school
cited student privacy when
refusing to release data on indi-
vidual athletes, and also refused
to release payment breakdown
by program because the school
considers it commercially valu-
able information.

“Such summary data would
reveal the method for allocating
the $20.5 million, which the uni-
versity is protecting as a trade
secret,” said U spokesman Joe
Linstroth.
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ALEX KORMANN « The Minnesota Star Tribune
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Under the NCAA settlement, schools including the University of
Minnesota, above in 2025, can pay athletes $20.5 million this year.

Northern Minn. man kills
wite, self after jail release

By PAUL WALSH
The Minnesota Star Tribune

Ashley Kittelson did every-
thing she could to keep herself
safe from the years of physical
and emotional abuse by her hus-
band that she had documented.

The 35-year-old International
Falls, Minn., nurse and mother
of three petitioned a judge for
an order for protection. She
detailed Nicholas Kittelson’s
many threats that he would kill
her, along with her injuries and
the terror she felt.

“Nicholas has threatened my
life many times,” she wrote late
last month. “Heis notaccepting
that the marriage is over, and I
fear for my safety.”

Nicholas Kittelson, 44, defied
orders to stay away from Ash-
ley, killing her and then him-
self March 6. It happened days
after he was released from jail
without having to post bond for
violating the protective order,
court records show.

The shooting occurred at the
home they once shared in the
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TOP NEWS

Ukraine strikes Russian city
where missile components are
produced, killing 6 civilians. A4

NATION & WORLD

U.K. leader was warned of

risk in appointing ambassador
with ties to Jeffrey Epstein. A2

STATE & REGION

Metro Transit ridership fell by
3% in 2025 when compared
with the previous year. A10

SPORTS

Brink has a happy homecoming
in his first home game with

the Wild, Reusse writes. C1

BUSINESS

At least a dozen Minnesota
businesses have filed for
refunds on Trump’s tariffs. D1

TASTE

Mpls. restaurant Post Modern
Times makes its pay-what-you-
can concept permanent. T1

HAVE YOU HEARD?

The Alexander brothers are found guilty in a sex-trafficking conspir-
acy involving the drugging and raping of dozens of women. A2
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