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COLLEGE BASKETBALL BETTING SCANDAL: DOZENS OF GAMES FIXED, PROSECUTORS SAY  C1

TOP NEWS
European troops continue to 
arrive in Greenland in a show of 
support for Denmark. A3

STATE & REGION
When the USDA paused the 
state’s federal funds, Willmar 
bird flu lab was included. A4

HAVE YOU HEARD?
Rare sighting of lynx kittens in Voyageurs National Park gives 
experts hope for the future of the animal in Minnesota. A4

SPORTS
The Vikings need McCarthy, 
Addison to live up to first-round 
billing, Jim Souhan writes. C1

BUSINESS
Dr. Jakub Tolar, U Medical 
School dean, is stepping down 
amid program’s instability. D1

VARIETY
Second installment of the “28 
Years Later” trilogy is a taut — 
and bloody — continuation. E1

NATION & WORLD
Venezuelan opposition leader 
María Corina Machado visits 
the White House. A3

 By LIZ SAWYER   
The Minnesota Star Tribune

Reported ICE activity sent 
concerned citizens racing to 
Knollwood Mall last week, 
determined to track a convoy 
of unmarked vehicles carrying 
federal immigration agents.

It took less than half a mile for 
the agents to spot the tail.

One agent accelerated, then 
slammed on his brakes — imme-
diately causing a minor collision 
with a Honda CR-V behind him. 
Abigail Salm, trailing two cars 
back, pulled over to film the 
encounter as men in camou-
fl age pulled two occupants out 
of the SUV. 

“Listen. Have y’all not 
learned from the last couple of 
days?” an offi  cer clad in tactical 
gear said to Salm, 27. The fatal 
shooting of Renee Good hap-
pened 48 hours earlier. 

“Learned what?” Salm 
pressed, according to a video 
of the interaction. “What’s our 
lesson here?”

“Following federal agents 
…” he said with an expletive, 
snatching the phone from her 
hand.

A heated verbal exchange 
resulted in her brief detention at 
the scene, alongside Blake Road 
in Hopkins on Jan. 9. Salm said 
she was restrained, manhan-
dled and threatened to be shot 
by an armed agent.  

“Operation Metro Surge,” 
touted by President Donald 
Trump as the largest immi-
gration crackdown in history, 
deployed a legion of federal 
agents across the Twin Cities 
that far surpasses any single 
Minnesota police force. 

A growing number of 
bystanders and trained observ-
ers are mobilizing to lawfully 
monitor those federal enforce-
ment eff orts. They say agents 
are responding with increasing 
aggression that includes detain-
ment, overt threats and physical 
abuse.

Viral video clips of violent 
arrests and emotional fi rsthand 

 On streets, 
standoff s, 
invective 
and danger

By LIZ SAWYER   
The Minnesota Star Tribune

A new wave of angry protests 
erupted in Minneapolis after a 
federal agent shot and wounded 
a Venezuelan immigrant during 
an arrest attempt on Jan. 14 on 
the city’s North Side.

The reignited tensions 
brought fresh pleas for calm 
from elected offi  cials in a city 
on edge for more than a week 
over the fatal shooting of Renee 

Good by an ICE agent.
The Twin Cities area has been 

at the center of the largest immi-
gration crackdown in American 
history since shortly after the 
start of the new year.

Hours of clashes between 
demonstrators and law enforce-
ment left residential streets 
blanketed by tear gas Wednes-
day night. Hours later, Presi-
dent Donald Trump threatened 
to invoke the Insurrection Act 
to squelch protests and civil 

unrest. The use of the U.S. mili-
tary to patrol American streets 
and restrain civilians is excep-
tionally rare.

In response, Gov. Tim Walz 
posted a direct appeal to Trump 
on social media: “Stop this cam-
paign of retribution.”

The chaotic chain of events 
began about 6:50 p.m. Wednes-
day, when federal authorities 
conducted a “targeted traffic 
stop” on an undocumented 
migrant who they said fled 

the scene in his vehicle before 
crashing into a parked car in 
the Hawthorne neighborhood. 
When the agent caught up with 
the man, he “began to resist 
and violently assault the offi  -
cer,” said Tricia McLaughlin, a 
spokeswoman for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 
The department has not speci-
fi ed the federal agent’s agency.

During a struggle on the 
ground, two men rushed from 
a nearby residence and, along-

side the original arrest target, 
attacked the offi  cer with a snow 
shovel and a broom handle, 
McLaughlin said. The agent 
fi red a defensive shot “fearing 
for his life,” she added, striking 
the suspect in the leg.

All three men, later identifi ed 
as Venezuelan nationals, report-
edly ran back into the home and 
barricaded themselves until 
they were ultimately arrested.

Both the agent and the sus-
pect, Julio Cesar Sosa-Celis, 

were hospitalized with unspeci-
fi ed injuries.

On Jan. 15, DHS Secretary 
Kristi Noem denounced the 
event as “an attempted murder 
of federal law enforcement” and 
called on Walz and Minneapolis 
Mayor Jacob Frey to “get their 
city under control.”

The DHS said that Sosa-Celis 
entered the country illegally 
in 2022 and was previously 
convicted of driving without 

 New gunfi re, new Trump threat

 By CHLOE JOHNSON   
The Minnesota Star Tribune

Rep. Pete Stauber is once 
again pushing to allow mining 
in the watershed of the Bound-
ary Waters Canoe Area Wilder-
ness — but this time, the attempt 
could also empower lawmakers 
to overturn similar mining bans 
across the country. 

Stauber has introduced a 
resolution to nullify a Biden-
era action that banned mining 
in 225,000 acres of Superior 
National Forest. It’s the fi rst time 
a lawmaker has tried to apply 
the Congressional Review Act 
to such a mining ban and could 
throw into question all bans 
implemented over the past two 
decades, advocates across the 

political spectrum agreed.
Stauber, in a statement, said 

he was “proud to stand with the 
hardworking men and women 
of Northern Minnesota and pro-
tect our region’s way of life and 
our rich, 145-year mining his-
tory.” His offi  ce did not respond 
to a request for an interview. 

If the attempt to reopen min-
ing is successful, it would have 

“a number of broader impacts 
beyond the really devastat-
ing impacts for the Boundary 
Waters,” said Alison Flint, the 
legal director for conservation 
group the Wilderness Society. 

A memo prepared by the 
Interior Department this month 
tallied at least 28 similar bans on 
federal lands the past 25 years. 

In 2022, the administration 

of then-President Joe Biden con-
cluded that hardrock mining 
could not be done in the Supe-
rior Forest without the risk of 
lakes, streams and rivers carry-
ing pollution into the protected 
Boundary Waters. That decision 
eff ectively cut off  the prospects 
of Twin Metals, a company 
owned by Chilean fi rm Antofa-
gasta, which has proposed an 

underground copper-nickel 
mine near Babbitt, Minn. 

If the Minnesota ban is rolled 
back using the Congressional 
Review Act, a new presidential 
administration would not be 
able to bring it back. Only Con-
gress could reinstate a similar 
prohibition on mining.

“This is probably the realest 

Eff ort to open mining near BWCAW could endanger protections 

Photos by RICHARD TSONG-TAATARII and JEFF WHEELER • The Minnesota Star Tribune
Protesters and federal agents clash on Jan. 14 after an agent shot a man they were trying to arrest in north Minneapolis. Agents and protest-

ers converged on the scene, with protesters hurling vitriol and agents throwing flash-bangs. Above right, two people comfort each other. 

 AGENT SHOOTS MPLS. SUSPECT; INSURRECTION ACT COMING?

 By MARA KLECKER 
and ANTHONY LONETREE   
The Minnesota Star Tribune

Student attendance has 
dropped sharply in several Twin 
Cities school districts as families 
keep children home amid height-
ened fear over increasing federal 
immigration enforcement.

With 3,000 federal agents 
reportedly headed to Minnesota 
in what the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security calls the 
largest immigration enforce-
ment operation in history, local 
schools are facing a growing 
number of reports, many uncon-
fi rmed, of agents near school 
buildings and bus stops.

While schools haven’t con-
firmed any agents entering 
schools, the federal activity is 
stoking fear and uncertainty, 
especially after federal agents 
and protesters clashed at Roos-
evelt High School in Minneapo-
lis last week.

Minneapolis closed schools 
for two days over safety concerns 
while Fridley closed schools on 
Jan. 9 and Columbia Heights 
shifted to online learning that 
day. Now, more schools are off er-
ing remote learning, with Frid-
ley, St. Paul and Robbinsdale 
on Jan. 14 joining Minneapolis 
in giving students the option 
of e-learning hours after a Rob-
binsdale student’s parent was 
detained at their school bus stop. 

St. Paul, the state’s second-
largest district, is calling off 
classes Jan. 19-Jan. 21 to prepare 
for the debut of the temporary 
virtual learning option on Jan. 22.

Across the Twin Cities, 
school leaders are expanding 
safety measures, including 
reminding bus drivers of what 
to do if ICE agents show up, and 
increasing communication with 
families. Staff  and parent groups 
are also rallying to show support 
for families, and off ering trans-
portation and grocery deliveries 
to students and staff  too scared 
to come to school or drive 
themselves.

“This is terrorizing our 

Fear cuts 
attendance 
at schools 
in metro 

 By JEFFREY MEITRODT 
and SARAH NELSON   
The Minnesota Star Tribune

A group of 33 former federal 
prosecutors in Minnesota are 
asking the Trump adminis-
tration to reconsider its deci-
sion to exclude the Minnesota 
Bureau of Criminal Appre-
hension from the investiga-

tion into the fatal shooting of 
Renee Good by a federal agent 
last week, according to a Jan. 
14 letter obtained by the Min-
nesota Star Tribune.

The move comes one day 
after a group of six prosecu-
tors, including former acting 
U.S. Attorney Joe Thompson, 
resigned their jobs to protest 
the decision and other recent 

moves by the U.S. Department 
of Justice.

In the letter, the former 
prosecutors said the scale of 
the departures is unprece-
dented in Minnesota and will 
hamper the government’s abil-
ity to prosecute fraudsters, 
which Trump officials have 
cited as a reason for bringing 
3,000 ICE agents to the state.

“Yesterday was the darkest 
day for federal law enforce-
ment in my 51 years of prac-
ticing law,” former Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Doug Kelley 
said in an interview. “When 
dedicated public servants 
who have spent their lives 
prosecuting cases fi nd it neces-
sary to resign because they are

 

 Ex-prosecutors seek BCA inclusion in Good probe
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1807 Insurrection Act is rarely invoked
Law allows president to deploy military on U.S. streets. A7

Judge sides with Minnesota on SNAP benefits 
Food aid will continue after court issues injunction against USDA. A10

ICE increases workplace audits
Agency targeting small and midsize businesses in Minnesota. D1
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