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The sentencing of Ashley 
Dyrdahl this week will mark the 
only time someone is held crim-
inally responsible in the fatal 
Burnsville shootings carried out 
by her boyfriend.

In February 2024, the suspect, 

Shannon Gooden, fatally am-
bushed a Burnsville firefighter and 
two police officers. Gooden then 
died by suicide.

Dyrdahl was legally allowed to 
buy firearms, but Gooden was not, 
so it was illegal for her to inten-
tionally purchase firearms for him.

A grand jury indicted Dyrdahl 
for straw purchasing the mur-

der weapons, but should her pur-
chases have set off alarm bells be-
fore Gooden fired more than 100 
rounds at first responders from 
the Burnsville residence that 
Dyrdahl rented?

Authorities have said the two 
Burnsville businesses where 
Dyrdahl made the purchases co-
operated with the investigation. 

The owners said she did not raise 
concerns.

“It’s always easy to look back in 
hindsight and think of what could 
have happened,” said Rob Doar, 
Minnesota Gun Owners Caucus 
vice president. “I think the chal-
lenge here is that (Dyrdahl and 
Gooden) made very strong efforts 
to circumvent current laws. I don’t 
think there was anything in her 
behavior that would have been an 
immediate red flag.”

MINNESOTA » WEAPONS LAWS

Straw buyer to be sentenced
Could gun purchases by girlfriend of shooter who killed 
three Burnsville first responders have been stopped?
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Gophers quarterback Drake Lindsey (5) cheers on fellow QB and Stillwater native Max Shikenjanski (6) after Shikenjanski’s rushing 
touchdown against the Northwestern (Louisiana) State Demons in Minnesota’s 66-0 win at Huntington Bank Stadium in Minneapolis on 
Saturday. “We were going to score often and score fast,” head coach P.J. Fleck said of his team’s approach. The Gophers racked up 484 yards 
of total offense in the game, which ended early because of severe weather in the area. Minnesota is 2-0 to start the season. Find coverage of 
the game in Sports, Page C1. See more photos at TwinCities.com.
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‘SCORE OFTEN AND SCORE FAST’

JOHN AUTEY — PIONEER PRESS

By Molly Guthrey  
and Mars King
Pioneer Press

Thursday marked 140 days to 
the 140th St. Paul Winter Carnival.

The St. Paul Festival and Heri-
tage Foundation — the nonprofit 
that produces the winter celebra-
tion — laid out what’s new for the 
2026 St. Paul Winter Carnival as 

part of its annual meeting on 
Thursday evening.

While some details are still be-
ing finalized, here’s a sampling 
of what’s new and what’s return-
ing for the 140th St. Paul Winter 
Carnival, which takes place from 
Jan. 22 to Feb. 1, 2026.

Treasure Hunt
In honor of the big 1-4-0, the 

Pioneer Press will partner with 
the Winter Carnival in 2026 as 
the newspaper once again in-
vites the community to take 
part in our annual Treasure  
Hunt.

“It’s a perfect time to join to-
gether for the 140th celebration 
of the Winter Carnival,” said 
Lori Swanson, coordinator of 
the Treasure Hunt for the Pio-

neer Press.
With the Pioneer Press and 

the Winter Carnival joining to-
gether, the prize for finding the 
medallion will be “bigger than 
ever, especially when the finder 
possesses a 2026 Winter Carni-
val button,” the SPFHF noted in 
a statement.

As big as $15,000, actually.

ST. PAUL

Summer’s almost over, Winter Carnival countdown begins

By Shaila Dewan and  
Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs
New York Times

In the summer of 2020, President 
Donald Trump sent federal agents 
to Kansas City, Mo., as he blamed 
l ibera l  may-
ors for a “shock-
ing explosion” of 
“bloodshed.”

Mayor Quin-
ton Lucas, a 
Democrat, bris-
tled at the sug-
gestion that local 
officials were to 
blame for his city’s spike in crime. 
And with distrust of law enforce-
ment at a high after the police kill-
ing of George Floyd in Minneapo-
lis that year, he worried about how 
federal law enforcement officers 
would conduct themselves on the 
ground.

FEDERAL POLICING

Many cities 
say yes to 
help, no to 
occupation
Mayors, police chiefs 
put off by Guard in D.C. 
would still welcome aid

By Josh Boak
Associated Press

WASHINGTON » The U.S. job mar-
ket has gone from healthy to le-
thargic during President Donald 
Trump’s first seven months back in 
the White House, as hiring has col-
lapsed and inflation has started to 
climb once again as his tariffs take 
hold.

Friday’s jobs report showed em-
ployers added a mere 22,000 jobs 
in August, as the unemployment 
rate ticked up to 4.3%. Factories 
and construction firms shed work-
ers. Revisions showed the econ-
omy lost 13,000 jobs in June, the 
first monthly losses since Decem-
ber 2020, during the COVID-19  
pandemic.

U.S. ECONOMY » 
ANALYSIS

Trump’s 
job market 
promises 
falling flat 
Hiring has collapsed  
as inflation ticks up, 
latest data reveals

Here’s a sampling of what’s new for the 140th St. Paul Winter Carnival, which begins Jan. 22 
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INSIDE: On 
social media, 
Trump ramps 
up his threats 
of federal troop 
deployment  
in Chicago.  
» PAGE 10
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Sunday Life:  
Find the season’s 
best music, theater, 
art, festivals and 
more in our Fall Arts 
and Entertainment 
Guide. Section E

Stillwater: Past, present 
firefighters stay connected 
with monthly breakfast. A3

Vikings: How a young QB  
J.J. McCarthy left a legacy  
in his Illinois hometown. C1
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Mammoth-sized
fun this fall
Join us for our Statewide Star Party on September 19,
Spotlight Science: FungiFest on September 27, and more
this season at the Bell Museum!

Learn more: z.umn.edu/visit-bell-museum

EAT
DRINK
ST. PAUL

twincities.com/newsletters

Keep up with all
the latest food
and news in
the Twin Cities.

Sign up at:


