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Within seconds of a person 
opening fire into a Minneapolis 
church where 
children were 
gathered for 
Mass, teach-
ers acted as he-
roes, Annun-
ciation Cath-
olic School’s 
principal said 
Wednesday.

“Children were ducked down,” 
said Matt DeBoer. “Adults were 
protecting children. Older chil-
dren were protecting younger chil-
dren. … It could have been signifi-
cantly worse without their heroic 
action.”

Still, “we lost two angels today,” 
he said of two students, ages 8 and 
10, who were killed.

The suspect wounded an addi-
tional 17 people before dying by 
suicide in the back of the church, 
said Minneapolis Police Chief 
Brian O’Hara.

The shooter was identified by 
O’Hara as Robin Westman, 23. 
The mother of a person of the 
same name and age as Westman 
previously worked at the site of the 
shootings, Church of the Annun-
ciation. O’Hara said he could not 
confirm a relationship between the 
suspect and the church, “but that’s 
obviously something we’re looking 
very closely at.”

Robin Westman had a mani-
festo and had timed it to be re-
leased on YouTube. It appeared to 
show Westman “at the scene and 
included some disturbing writ-
ings,” O’Hara said. With the as-
sistance of the FBI, the content 
has since been taken down and 

“it now remains under active re-
view by our investigators,” the po-
lice chief said.

O’Hara didn’t provide infor-
mation about the manifesto and 
added: “I have no information to 
share on a motive,” he said.

FBI Director Kash Patel said on 
X (formerly Twitter) that the shoot-
ing is being investigated as an act 
of domestic terrorism and a hate 
crime targeting Catholics.

Homeland Security Secretary 
Kristi Noem, also writing on X, 
said: “This deeply sick murderer 
scrawled the words ‘For the Chil-
dren’ and ‘Where is your God?’ and 
‘Kill Donald Trump’ on a rifle mag-
azine.”

‘Deliberate act of violence’
Westman was outside the South 

Minneapolis church and shot 
through the windows, O’Hara said. 
The two children killed were sit-
ting in the pews.

“This was a deliberate act of 
violence against innocent chil-
dren and other people worship-
ing,” O’Hara said. “The sheer cru-
elty and cowardice firing into a 
church full of children is abso-
lutely incomprehensible.”

At Annunciation Catholic 
School, which resumed Monday af-
ter summer break, there was Mass 
to mark the first week of school. 
It was toward the beginning, so 
some children had already filed in 
and were seated, while others were 
coming in, O’Hara said. There 
were dozens of children present.

Westman, armed with a rifle, 
shotgun and a pistol and outside 
the building, fired all three weap-
ons toward children sitting in the 
pews about 8:30 a.m., O’Hara said. 
Westman had no prior criminal 
history and had recently lawfully 
purchased the weapons, according 
to the police chief.

South Minneapolis

‘WE LOST TWO ANGELS TODAY’
2 students killed, 17 people wounded 

in morning shooting at Catholic school 
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A woman carries a child as members of law enforcement gather at the scene of a shooting at the Annunciation Catholic Church and School in South Minneapolis on Wednesday morning. Two 
children were killed and 17 people injured when a gunman opened fire through the windows of the church while students were attending Mass.

Police: Shooter fired through church 
windows during Mass, died by suicide

FBI is investigating the attack as 
domestic terrorism and a hate crime
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A woman walks out of Annunciation Catholic Church as police respond to 
the shooting.
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In the wake of a shooting that 
took the lives of two children and 
injured 17 other people at a Catho-
lic school in South Minneapolis on 
Wednesday, local and national fig-
ures have offered their sympathies.

President Donald Trump or-
dered U.S. flags to be flown at half-
staff at the White House, military 
bases and other public properties 

in respect “for the victims of the 
senseless acts of violence.”

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz has 
also issued a half-staff order for 
state buildings.

“Minnesota is heartbroken by 
the senseless shooting that took 
place this morning,” Walz said in 
a statement. “I’m praying for our 
kids and teachers whose first week 
of school was marred by this hor-
rific act of violence. To the officers 
and first responders, the clergy 
and teachers providing comfort, 
and the hospital staff saving lives 
— thank you. We will get through 
this together.”
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‘Minnesota is heartbroken’ 
by the shooting, Walz says

INSIDE: School 
attack was 
the 4th deadly 
shooting in  
Minneapolis  
in just over  
24 hours. » 
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People hug outside Annunciation Church and School in Minneapolis after 
the deadly shooting there Wednesday.

Governor, president 
order flags at half-staff  
as other officials weigh in
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